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Weather
High 89, mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 72, partly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 90, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 89, mostly sunny

SATURDAY

High 88, partly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

A Spaghetti benefit Dinner
with auction for Joanie
Weltner will be held Friday,
July 16, from 4 p.m. until at
Ernie’s Diner, 3944 Main St.,
Loris, with a donation of $10.
Take outs available.  Auction
begins at 6 p.m.  Donations of
items for the auction would be
greatly appreciated including
homemade baked goods.
Proceeds will go to Joanie to
help with her medical needs
for a double lung transplant.
Checks may be made payable
to New Life Community
Baptist Chapel. For more infor-

mation contact Tom Reichert,
Open Hearts Community
Outreach director, at 843-361-
5986.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is located
inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion

Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. “In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from
discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, age or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil
rights activity in any program
or activity conducted or fund-
ed by USDA. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alterna-

tive means of communication
for program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency
(state or local) where they
applied for benefits.
Individuals who are deaf,
hard of hearing or have
speech disabilities may con-
tact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8330. Additionally, pro-
gram information may be
made available in languages
other than English. This insti-
tution is an equal opportunity

provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

New planning director rooted in Horry County
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County’s new plan-
ning director possesses more
than a working knowledge of
local development.
He’s essentially grown up in

the industry.
At age 7, David Jordan’s first

job with his family’s construc-
tion business was picking up
empty soda bottles at job sites
while his father performed
inspections. He received a
nickel in exchange for each
bottle collected, eventually
allowing him to buy a
Nintendo gaming system.
After earning an account-

ing degree
from
Wofford
College and
law degrees
from the
University of
South
Carolina
and New
York
University
(where he received his mas-
ter’s), he joined his brother in
the construction trade, work-
ing at their Chancel business-
es.
Jordan came to work for

Horry County Government in
2017 as a deputy attorney. In

that role, he advised the plan-
ning department and the
planning commission. Jordan
was named interim planning
director on April 29 and he
dropped the interim tag on
June 7.
The Conway native points

out that his work in both the
private and public sector
sides of development gives
him an unusual perspective,
one that he hopes will help
guide a department navigat-
ing a housing boom, impact
fee discussions and other
challenges of growth.  
Jordan talked about his

plans for the planning depart-
ment with MyHorryNews

recently.  Comments have
been edited for brevity.

Q. Why did you want this
position?
A. “This is the action of

Horry County Government
when you take out public
safety. … This position deals
with the future of Horry
County. I’m invested in the
future. I’m from here and I
plan on staying here and I
want the best county that we
can have.” 

Q. You arrive at a time
when a lot is happening.
You’re dealing with skyrock-
eting growth. County council
is considering impact fees.
There are concerns from

developers and residents. Do
you find it difficult to navigate
so many competing interests?
A. “I see staff’s duty as to get

council all the facts and bring
the competing interests to
their attention in a coherent
manner so they can make the
best policy decisions. Because
policy is set by council. And I
think from my time in the
legal world, the construction
world, the development
world and government, I can
navigate those competing
interests in a unique way that
most professionals have not
experienced.”

Q. Your family is in the
construction business. If they

have projects, do you recuse
yourself. How do you handle
that?
A. “I will not be involved in

anything that my family is
involved in. … I know they
haven’t had a rezoning since
I’ve been at the county. I
mean, that’s not what he (his
brother) does. He doesn’t do
development. He builds for
other people once the plans
are done.”

Q. There are obviously
going to be some big deci-
sions made with impact fees,
the proposed levies on new
construction. A final vote on

Jordan
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Loris secures country music headliner
for annual Bog-Off festival in October
BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Headliner Trent Tomlinson is
set to perform at the annual
Loris Bog-Off in October, the
city announced Monday.
“I think we are excited this

year there will be  no restrictions
on what we can do,” said Keith
Massey, Loris interim city clerk,
who is helping the chamber
organize the event. “We hope
people will come out and enjoy
themselves. We felt it was impor-
tant to bring in some well

known talent...and also bring in
someone of his caliber.”
Trey Calloway will open for

Tomlinson during the day-long
festival on October 17.
Tomlinson, whose debut

album is “Country Is My Rock,”
has been in the country music

industry for more than a decade.
He’s known for his hit “One Wing
In the Fire” and is known for
writing songs. Calloway per-
forms often in the Myrtle Beach
and Murrells Inlet areas.
The Bog-Off brings thousands

of people to downtown Loris

each year. The event is hosted
by the Loris Chamber of
Commerce and the city. The
main focus of the event is the
chicken bog contest. Organizers
expect more than 200 vendors
in October. The event is free to
the public.
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Old Loris
High School

The old Loris High School
on Broad Street is crum-
bling as it’s being con-
sumed by weeds and van-
dals. 

‘A building that could

have been preserved’:

What’s next for the old

Loris High School campus?
BY HANNAH STRONG
OSKIN
HANNAH.OSKIN@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

An item that some may
consider an eye sore in
Loris could show back up
on city council’s agenda in
the coming months: the
city’s lawsuit over the old
Loris High School.
The city is currently in

the center of litigation
with the land owner
Nathan Hardwick III over
the nearly 17-acre proper-
ty at the corner of Broad
and McQueen streets. The
city filed the suit in March
2020, claiming it had no
responsibility to maintain
the now-dilapidated prop-
erty.
The city was given per-

mission in the 1990s to
use sections of the proper-
ty, but the city stopped
using it in 2014.
Now, the roof of the for-

mer high school is caving
in, graffiti is written across
the exterior walls of the
former library building
and windows have been
shattered by trespassers.
Mayor Todd Harrelson,

who attended the old high
school in the ‘70s and
early ‘80s, said an update
in the lawsuit could be
discussed among council
members as early as the
next city council meeting
in July.
“It’s sort of haunting

sometimes,” Harrelson
said. “Twenty years ago, it
was rock solid except for a
few leaks.”
The disagreement arose

over the ownership and
responsibility of keeping
up with the property. The
lawsuit is now stayed as
the parties try to come to
an “amicable solution,”
the city’s attorney Kenneth
Moss said.
“The city’s not obligated

to do anything,” Moss
said. “I don't think the
city’s going to willingly do
anything to clean this
property up unless the
city’s getting something in
return because I don’t
think the city has an obli-
gation to clean this prop-
erty up. And I’m pretty sat-
isfied that’s what the real
estate documents provide.
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