
Loris queens
sharing the
love of
Christmas
On Saturday, Dec. 19, the Loris
queens, Santa and Mayor Todd
Harrelson visited Loris Rehab
and Nursing Center. They hung
Christmas cards on the win-
dows and sang Christmas carols
to the residents. The queens
also collected gifts, filled 47
bags and delivered them to the
residents of Oaks of Loris. 
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Weather
High 57, partly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 51, mostly cloudy
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High 71, mostly cloudy
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High 73, mostly cloudy
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High 62, sunny
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Address Service Requested

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is located
inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. “In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from
discriminating based on race,
color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, age or reprisal or retal-
iation for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with disabil-
ities who require alternative
means of communication for
program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency

(state or local) where they
applied for benefits.
Individuals who are deaf, hard
of hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.
Additionally, program infor-
mation may be made avail-
able in languages other than
English. To file a program
complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.htm

l and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-9992.
Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410. (2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal

opportunity provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”
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When you’re sick or con-
fined to a nursing home,
there’s nothing like a little
Christmas cheer and good
will to help lift your spirits.
And boosting such a per-

son’s spirits was what a spe-
cial event was all about
Saturday at two nursing
home facilities in Loris.
The purpose of the event

touted by the Loris Chamber
of Commerce was to  spread
joy and brightness to resi-
dents at the Loris Rehab &
Nursing Center, as well as to
those at the Oaks of Loris
Assisted Living. 
Young and old alike from

the Loris community made
sure the residents of these
facilities felt the special love
of the Christmas season.  
Although they could not

touch the residents or be
close to them physically, due
to Covid-19 precautionary
restrictions, the well-wishers
from Loris sang Christmas
carols to them, brought them
goody bags of gifts (socks,
blankets or cookies), present-
ed them with Christmas cards
that kids had made and oth-
erwise cheered them up with
blown kisses, waves and other
good vibes.
All from the outside of the

windows of the residents’
rooms.
But could those inside

Loris queens

spread

Christmas

cheer
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Paul Prince served Horry County well through the years 
BY LARRY C. TIMBS JR.
SPECIAL TO WACCAMAW

PUBLISHERS

Time was, back in the
early 1980s, if you lived
along a rural road in Horry
County it was probably
unpaved, meaning when it
rained you had a good
chance of getting stuck in a
mud bog.  Then, if you
were lucky, your neighbor
would pull your car or
truck out with a tractor.  
Not so much today,

thanks in large part to the
long-time Horry County
councilman they call “the
dirt road man.”
Paul Prince, whose term

representing District 9 on
the county council expires
at the end of this year, did
all he could, and then some
-- in his 30 years as a public
servant -- to see that as
many dirt roads as possible
in Horry County got paved.
For example, when

Prince was first elected to
the county council in 1983,
the unincorporated areas of
Horry County had more
than 1,400 miles of dirt
roads.  Today, a much
smaller number of those

roads remain unpaved.
So is the “dirt road man”

a deserved reputation?
Absolutely, according to

Harold Worley, who served
with Prince on the county
council for about 18 years.
“Out in his district, it’s all

rural,” Worley said Tuesday,
“except right in the down-
town Loris area.  Once you
get out of Loris, it’s rural
farmland.  A lot of dirt
roads.  And Paul has always
worked hard to try to get
those roads paved over the
years.  He’s managed to get
a lot of ’em paved.”
Worley, who represents

District 1 on the Horry
County Council, says
there’s no doubt that
Prince’s successor on the
council has mighty big
shoes to fill.  He calls
Prince “a very dedicated
councilman for his district
who also looks at the big
picture” of what’s good for
Horry County.
“Paul’s worked on a lot of

big issues over the years
and solved a lot of prob-
lems” and helped improve
the quality of life in his dis-
trict and in the county,
Worley said.  

Humble beginnings
Born and bred in Horry

County, Paul Prince had
humble beginnings.  He
was a sharecropper’s son
with two hard-working,
salt-of-the-earth parents.
And the man who would
one day become one of
Horry County’s longest
serving county council
members ever didn’t go to
college.  Instead he defi-
nitely made his mark at
Loris High School where he
lettered in four sports.
Later on he worked at the
local Ford dealership in the

parts and service depart-
ment and became involved
in the Loris Chamber of
Commerce.  
He also started a small

convenience store with two
gas pumps and began serv-
ing as a volunteer with the
fire department—perhaps a
harbinger of what was to
come in his long career of
public service. 
He was named president

of the Loris Jaycees, and his
wife Carolyn, who passed
away in 2018, was heavily
involved with the Jaycee-
ettes.  Together, they
became more and more
active in the community,
helping with programs such
as beauty pageants, talent
shows and parades.
“I had one of the best

wives anybody in the world
could ever get a hold of.
She was the rock,” said
Prince, who would go on to
serve five two-year terms
(1983-1992) and five four-
year terms (2001-2020) on
the Horry County Council.
“She was my backbone.  In
my elections, she was my
chairman.”
Asked about his moniker

on county council as “the

dirt road man,” Prince said
he’d have to admit that it
was accurate because
“when I got on county
council that was one of my
goals—to have better roads.
And with the help of the
other councilmen we put
on a road program to try to
get rid of the bog downs. . .
We got all that eliminated
now.  There’s no more bog-
gin’ down.”
Horry County today,

Prince says, is a much dif-
ferent place than it was
when he started on the
council.  Back then, the
population of the county
was about 100,000.  Today,
it’s around 340,000, with
about 65 percent of those
living here now not being
born in Horry County.  (As
an aside, when he first got
elected to county council—
in 1983—the annual pay
was about $7,500.  Today,
it’s about $15,000, but he
says most people don’t pur-
sue public service for the
money).
And the cost to pave a

road has skyrocketed from
about $50,000-$75,000 a
mile (when Prince first got
elected to the county coun-

cil) to anywhere from
$450,000 to $1 million a
mile today.  The current
cost depends, among other
factors, on how much
widening of the road is
required, whether power
lines have to be moved and
whether you have to install
new culverts.  
As his term of service on

the county council comes
to an end in a few days,
Prince offered advice for
those following his foot-
steps.
“They need to be pre-

pared to want to serve peo-
ple,” he said.  “Not be doing
it for their own personal,
private benefit for them-
selves.  They need to be a
person that wants to help
others and try to work with
the full county council and
hopefully learn everything
they can about every
department in county gov-
ernment, which is about 43
departments now. . . They
need to read up on the
budgets.  If it’s not in line
with what it needs to be,
you need to add to it or
reduce it.  And you don’t

Paul Prince
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