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Gov. Henry McMaster and Su-

perintendent of Education Molly 
Spearman announced Wednesday 
that South Carolina students won’t 
be returning to the classroom until 
the fall because of COVID-19.  

“Our buildings will not open for 

the rest of the 
year,” Spearman 
said. “But instruc-
tion will continue 
to go on.”  

Schools have 
been closed in the 
state since March 
16. McMaster had 
previously ex-

tended the closure to May 1, but 
he hadn’t announced a decision 
about that month. While sur-
rounding states called off schools 
for the year more than a week ago, 
parents have been waiting to see if 
schools here would follow suit.  

Horry County Board of Educa-
tion Chairman Ken Richardson 
said he expected the announce-

ment. 
“We have been anticipating it,” 

Richardson said. “Our staff right 
now are working on what we’re 
going to do about seniors and 
graduation … devices settled and 
picked up … there’s a lot of things 
going on.” 

Spearman said she has received 
many messages from high school 

seniors in the state.  
“Your district leaders have sent 

us some very creative ideas [for 
graduation] and we want those to 
go on. I hope I can perhaps come 
and attend and see some of those 
from a distance,” Spearman said. 
“We’re so proud of the hard work.  
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Around noon Tuesday, 

North Myrtle’s Ocean Drive 
Beach began to fill up with 
people who appeared to be 
following social distancing 

guidelines meant to slow 
the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Bill Dorton, who owns In-
fused Olive on Main Street, 
was taking advantage of the 
windy day by flying a kite. It 
his first time back on the 

beach since the closing. 
He said he was glad the 

city reopened its beaches “to 
a certain extent. It still scares 
me. As long as I keep my dis-
tance from people, that’s the 
whole thing.” 

Tuesday was the first time 

that public accesses were al-
lowed to open, following 
S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster’s 
announcement that he was 
lifting his March 30 order 
closing off the state’s beach-
es to most of the public. At 
the time, he justified the clo-

sure citing his concern that 
people weren’t socially dis-
tancing. The governor’s 
order banning non-family 
groups of three or more is 
still in effect. 

The governor’s order 
handed the power to control 

beach accesses back to the 
cities. Horry County and 
North Myrtle Beach an-
nounced Monday after Mc-
Master’s announcement 
that their beaches would 
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Governor closes schools until fall term

McMaster

‘IT’S FINALLY SUMMER’ 

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Bill Dorton winds his kite in after making it to the beach for the first time in weeks in North Myrtle Beach on Tuesday. Dorton owns The Infused Olive on Main Street in North Myrtle Beach. 

With public accesses open, beachgoers head out for sand, sun
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Those excited about 

strolling through Horry Coun-
ty’s farmers markets will have 
to wait just a little longer. 

“Because the safest measure 
against the spread of COVID-
19 is social distancing, the 
market opening at all loca-
tions is being postponed to 

minimize any risk to shoppers 
and vendors during this pan-
demic,” said Samantha Tip-
ton, executive director of the 
Waccamaw Market Coopera-
tive, in a message to market 
vendors last week. 

The markets usually open 
the first weekend in May and 
run through October. Tipton 
said at this point the markets 
won’t open until the first week 

of June at the earliest, and 
market organizers will reeval-
uate their timeline as they get 
further into May. 

Their mobile market will not 
be operational during this 
time, either.  

City of Myrtle Beach 
spokesman Mark Kruea said 
Myrtle’s Market, which would 
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Oscar Chavez 
evens out a row 

while his wife 
Michele works on 
an irrigation line 

and Niko balances 
on dirt clods at 

their Microledon 
Farm outside of 

Conway on 
Tuesday.  
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Most Horry County farmers markets delay opening
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