
Thursday

MAY 21, 2020

VOL XLI, No. 9

843-248-6671
www.myhorrynews.com

$1.00

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

|  YOU ASKED FOR IT |

Horry Independent’s
weekly edition 

Conwayites repeat request for mining permit
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A Conway company that
first appealed to the Conway
City Council for a mining
permit in the area between
U.S. 501 Business and Depot
Road in 2017 was back be-
fore council Monday
evening asking again for the
permit.
Jamie McLain with Wacca-

maw Backwater Farms LLC
told council members that
his company wants a rezon-

ing from Forest Agriculture
to Mineral Mining Flexible
District for 151 acres. How-
ever, he said, the area where
his company will dig covers
only 3.5 acres.
The group already has a

mining permit from the S.C.
Department of Health and
Environmental Control that
allows digging sand, clay
and topsoil.
City Administrator Adam

Emrick told council that
Conway doesn’t have to go
along with the DHEC per-

mit if it chooses not to. He
also said the city attorney
has given his okay to the
project.
Although the Conway

Planning Commission voted
unanimously to allow the
mine, its members ex-
pressed concern about the
condition of Depot Road as
did city staff, according to
Mary Catherine Hyman,
deputy city
administrator/planning and
development director.
Councilman Alex Hyman

said the conservation
groups are making sure they
stay on top of this request.
In 2017, at least five environ-
mentalists expressed con-
cern about noise, pollution
of the Waccamaw River and
the condition of Depot
Road. No one spoke against
the permit at Monday’s
meeting. A vote on the issue
and a public hearing are
scheduled for June 1 at Con-
way’s Public Safety Building
where council hopes it will
be able to gather face-to-

face rather than through
technology.
A second and final read-

ing could come June 15, if
the issue passes first read-
ing.
McLain said the group has

already struck a road main-
tenance agreement for any
damage the company might
cause and has agreed to post
a bond to cover cost of any
damages.
“This will not be a mine

that operates everyday,”
McLain told council, adding

it will operate only for spe-
cial projects.
There was some concern

at one point about heavily-
loaded trucks traveling over
the Main Street Bridge, but
McLain said that isn’t al-
lowed, and the Backwater
Farms’ trucks won’t go that
way, so there’s no worry
about the trucks damaging
the bridge or coming into
Downtown Conway.
Hyman said he was on
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Above, Kristy Watts and her young
daughter Rejanai were delighted
Friday to become the residents of

Habitat for Humanity’s 150th
home. A large crowd gathered at

the site to celebrate the event and
show their support for the duo.
Right, Vicki Levy, former Habitat
for Humanity board member and
Habitat activist, followed Habitat

tradition when she presented
Watts and her daughter each with

her own handmade quilt.

Watts spends
first night in
new home

Q. What is the purpose
of lining Simpson Creek
with rocks? What is the
cost and where is the
money coming from?
A. Horry County

spokesperson Kelly Moore

answered your questions.
"The soils at Simpson

Creek are very sandy so
therefore they erode easily.
We are currently in the
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The owner of this convenience store on U.S. 501 wants a small area behind his store rezoned
to build a beer and wine cooler.

Request to reopen store draws complaints
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A property owner, who
first petitioned Conway
City Council to grant him
a rezoning that will allow
him to reopen a conven-
ience store on U.S. 501 at
Sixth Avenue, will have to
wait a little longer to get a
response from the council.
Rikin Patel told council

in February that gas
doesn’t generate enough
money, so he wants to sell
beer and wine. To do that,
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BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A 14-year employee of Walmart and her 7-year-
old daughter were set to spend their first night in
their new Habitat for Humanity home Friday
after a large group gathered to dedicate the
house.
Located in the Hope Crossing neighborhood off

S.C. 905 near Conway, the home has three bed-
rooms, two bathrooms, a family room with a din-
ing area, kitchen, a small patio in back and a front
porch.
New homeowner Kristy Watts couldn’t put her

finger on any one thing she liked best about her
new home that she worked one year to earn.
“It’s the house itself. The whole home,” she

said.
She expects the new house and becoming a

homeowner to result in a new life for her and her
daughter, Rejanai.
“I love it. This is awesome,” she said. “I love,

love, love it. I am so grateful.”
Watts’ home is the ninth to be completed in

Hope Crossing, with one still under construction,
and it’s Horry County Habitat for Humanity’s
150th home.
In addition to their new home, the duo received

a 65-inch television, a $300 gift certificate to help
fill the kitchen with food and a gift card to Lowe’s
to make sure they have everything they need to
outfit their new home.
Watts and Rejanai were both presented hand-

made quilts, as are all Habitat homeowners. 
Former Habitat executive director Carla

Schuessler said, “I see the smiles on everyone’s
faces. I can see them through your masks.”
Schuessler said she thinks the house, spon-

sored by the Coastal Carolina Association of Real-
tors, a group that has done much for Habitat, is a
good fit for this family.
The group, gathered for the dedication at

lunchtime Friday, included family, people work-
ing to earn Habitat homes, Hope Crossing neigh-
bors, Habitat staff and former staff and
volunteers, who contributed to the home’s cost

New home 
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