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NEW CONWAY SIGNAGE

KATHY ROPP / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

Chris Brower, project manager with Signs Etc., and DJ Moise, sign
installer, were in Conway this week installing more wayfaring

signs to help tourists and residents find important places. 

Whittemore Park Middle School is only one of the Conway area schools
scheduled to get directional signs.

New signs point visitors

in the right direction
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The City of Conway wants
to make sure that visitors
know where they are and
how to get to all of Conway’s
important sites, including
city buildings, schools and
tourist areas.
To accomplish that, offi-

cials contracted with Signs
Etc. out of Charlotte, N.C.,
to craft 84 signs at a cost of
$196,400, but Sherry
Brower, owner/treasurer of
Signs Etc. said encroach-
ment privileges, particularly
along U.S. 378, couldn’t be
secured in some of areas, so
the project dropped to
about 78 signs and, there-
fore, came in below budget.
A crew from the company

was in Conway Tuesday
erecting the 10-feet tall
green signs, each bearing
the city’s logo and an
arrow(s) to notable loca-
tions.
Brower said the COVID-

19 pandemic has hindered
the speed of the placement
of the signs because crews
had been staying at the Cy-
press Inn, one of the city’s
businesses closed by the
Governor’s Stay in Place
order.
When they’re done the

signs will direct people to
the Conway Medical Center;
Coastal Carolina University,
along with its Brooks Sta-
dium and HTC Center;
Whittemore Park Middle
and Conway Elementary
schools; Fire Stations 2 and
3; Conway Recreation De-
partment; Smith Jones Park;
Conway City Shop; U.S. Post
Office; Horry County Dis-
abilities and Special Needs;
Horry Georgetown Techni-
cal College; Collins Park;
Sherwood Park; Conway
Public Safety Complex;
Horry County Museum, Li-
brary and Courthouse; Con-
way Marina and Riverwalk;
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Trinity United Methodist is working to rebuild its facilities while looking for better days.

SIGNS, A2

The show
must go on
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Like other businesses in town, the The-
atre of the Republic in Conway has fallen
on hard times due to the COVID-19 virus.
“It has taken us down to zero income,”

said Executive Director Tim McGhee. “Of
course, we’re nonprofit, so we really don’t
have any large savings. We live show by
show.”
McGhee is hoping that their very first Vir-

tual Telethons, set for May 2 and 9 at 7 p.m.
live on their Facebook page, will help keep
his theatre alive.
While his performers are all volunteers,

McGhee said he had to lay off everyone else
including his tech crew, and hopes they will
return when things improve.
“It’s sort of a very stressful situation. We

have applied for all the particular loans and
grants we can possibly do,” he said. “It’s
going to be a struggle. I don’t know when
we’re going to start back up.”
He said he already had three more shows

scheduled between now and June 1, and
while he had already basically paid for all
three, he’s had to cancel them. 
McGhee said he’s been watching people

on Facebook and on television sing from
their homes, and as he sat and looked at
the bare stage on the screen from his office
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Horry County leaders

consider site near

Loris High School for

new recreation center
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County officials looked at a poten-
tial site for a Loris recreation center on
Monday, but they stressed that finding the
money to build such a facility remains the
biggest hurdle for the $12 million project.
The 370-acre tract that county leaders

visited sits near Loris High School and the
Loris Nature Park. Although the property
owners said all the land is for sale, county
officials are interested in buying only about
10-20 acres. 
“It’d be plenty of room to have you a nice

little site,” Horry County Administrator
Steve Gosnell said, though he added that
council members must identify a funding
source first. 
“Y’all have got to figure out how you’re

going to pay for it,” he said. “It makes sense
here. You’ve got the high school, you’ve got
the elementary school and you’ve got our
park.”
Despite their interest in building another

center, Horry officials are struggling to
maintain the three recreation centers, 30-
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Conway church relies on faith as COVID-19

infects more than a half-dozen members
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Trinity UMC Conway has
had it rough.
Flooding from Hurricane

Florence in September of 2018
forced the congregation out of
its iconic Conway church on
Long Avenue, and the member-
ship hadn’t made it back in be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic
kept them from congregating
anywhere at all. 
“We’ve had everything but a

plague of locusts so far,” the
Rev. Kim Strong chuckled. “Our

church has definitely had a very
difficult two-year period. We’re
still rebuilding, we’re still deal-
ing with the small business ad-
ministration and with FEMA.”
More than a half-dozen

church-goers, including the
pastor’s wife, have tested posi-
tive for the virus. It claimed the
life of one elderly member.
“I actually thought that the

Trinity congregation would be,
as many enclaves are in this
southern area, one of the last
places you would expect
COVID-19 to have an impact,”
said music director Andrew
Fowler. “It was a big shock

when we found out so many
people were affected. I’m so sad
and empathetic that happened
to our church family mem-
bers.”
Through it all, the church has

had Strong as its earthly guide,
who was chosen to lead the
church shortly before the 2018
flooding.
“The flood hit and he exhib-

ited great leadership there,”
said Sid Blackwelder, who’s at-
tended the church for the past
25 years. “And when we had
this situation, he did everything
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