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Weather
High 90, partly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 76, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 90, partly sunny

FRIDAY

High 92, partly sunny

SATURDAY

High 92, partly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris Methodist Blessing Box
Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It is
located inside the church.

Dogwood Baptist food
pantry
Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each

month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m.
“In accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S. Dept.
of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and poli-
cies, the USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminat-
ing based on race, color,
national origin, sex, disabili-
ty, age or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alterna-
tive means of communication

for program information
(e.g. Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should con-
tact the Agency (state or
local) where they applied for
benefits. Individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing or have
speech disabilities may con-
tact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8330. Additionally, pro-
gram information may be
made available in languages
other than English. To file a
program complaint of dis-
crimination, complete the

USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.ht
ml and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence

Ave. SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

SCOTT HARPER / FOR THE LORIS SCENE

Mallory Suggs and friends from Giving Hope Gardens were on hand selling goods to benefit the organization. See more pictures on A2.

Farmers Market held each Friday and Saturday 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Looking for something
fun and healthy to do this
weekend?
You need to check out

the Loris Farmers Market
which is open each Friday
and Saturday.
Not only will you find

fresh produce, but ven-
dors are also on hand sell-
ing honey, jewelry, lemon-
ade and other great
things.
While people are enjoy-

ing the farmers market,
they are being entertained
by Banana Jack Murphy
and his “Down at the
Barber Shop” radio pro-

gram which is held on
both Friday and Saturday.
Normally, the show is
heard only on Fridays.
The program is a mix of

musical entertainment
from local singers and
bands and audience inter-
action.
Because of COVID-19,

masks are recommended

but are not mandatory
since it is an outdoor
event.
Samantha Norris, exec-

utive director of the Loris
Chamber of Commerce,
says the event was origi-
nally scheduled to be held
each Friday but because
of the great response the
first week, it was decided

to also hold it on
Saturdays.

She said she expects
more vendors to be
added.
The Farmers Market is

held from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. each Friday and
Saturday in the alley
beside the Loris Barber
Shop on Meeting Street.

Families of CresCom Bank shooting victims file lawsuits 
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The surviving spouses of
the two CresCom Bank
employees who were shot to
death during an armed rob-
bery at the bank in August of
2017 have filed a lawsuit
against the bank, its security
services and the Gator
Coastal Shopping Center,
where the bank was located,
claiming that substandard
security led to the ladies’
deaths, according to the law-

suit filed in Horry County
Court recently.
Daniel Major, surviving

spouse of Donna Major, and
Tracy Skeen, surviving
spouse of Kathryn “Katie”
Skeen, are asking for actual
damages, consequential
damages, special damages
and punitive damages to be
determined by a jury.
The Columbia attorneys,

who filed the lawsuit includ-
ing J. Eric Cavanaugh,
Joseph O. Thickens, William
H. Yarborough Jr. and

Stephen F. Krzyston of
Cavanaugh & Thickens, LLC,
give this description of what
happened at the bank, locat-
ed at 1230 Sixteenth Ave.,
Conway on the day of the
killings.
The lawsuit alleges that at

least one security camera on
the premises was not oper-
ating properly on the day of
the robbery, that there were
no security guards and,
although the bank’s security
team was on notice for a
higher potential for rob-

beries that day, the bank was
left vulnerable. The lawsuit
says there had been a con-
ference call when security
protocol was discussed
along with other security
measures specific to that
day, which it points out was
the day of a solar eclipse.
The lawsuit says the

defendants provided the
ladies with specific security
training to be used exclu-
sively that day.
The lawsuit says Brandon

Council and two other indi-

viduals checked into the
Conway Express Inn, across
the street from CresCom
Bank two days before the
robbery/murders.
On the day of the crimes,

the shooter went into the
bank at about 1 p.m., with-
out being hindered by any
security measures.
He stepped inside the

bank where he stood inside
the door observing the sur-
roundings before heading to
Donna Major, the teller, who
he told he wanted to cash a

check. While she was prepar-
ing to cash his check,
Council pulled out a gun
and shot her. She stumbled
backward, trying to protect
herself with papers that she
had in her hand, but Council
reached over the counter,
grabbed her by the arm and
shot her again.
While Major was fighting

for her life, Council went to
Skeen’s office in the back of
the building where he found

CRESCOM, A3

Spearman
discusses
school
reopening
plan
approvals
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

State Superintendent of
Education Molly Spearman
met with the COVID-19
Public Education
Committee this past week
to clarify some questions
regarding school reopening
concerns.
Many media outlets have

reported that districts
around the state are
announcing their reopen-
ing plans, but Spearman
said those stories have been
misleading.
“We have not approved a

single plan yet,” Spearman
said. “They have approved
the plan they are going to
send to the [state] depart-
ment. We are very close to
announcing some of the
plans approved. We hope in
the next day or two to have
an announcement to have
first approval of some
plans.”
Spearman said she has

the authority to mandate
certain requirements, and
that these plans have to be
approved by the S.C.
Department of Education.
She said 35 districts

requested extensions
beyond the July 17 due
date, which includes Horry
County Schools, whose offi-
cials say they will present
their proposed plans to the
Board of Education at their
meeting Aug. 3.
“With the Governor’s

(McMaster) request last
week for opening schools,
many communities decid-
ed they needed to go back
to the drawing board,” she
said.
Spearman said they are

looking at every aspect of
the plan and asking ques-
tions about whether dis-
tricts have set high expecta-
tions, how they are measur-

SCHOOL REOPENING, A3

http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=13e146f8-42c3-5d88-ba94-d0e2b2de48d8
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