
To the editor,

It is a challenge and a pleasure
to write of the strange and
dichotomous events of the last
four years that have brought us to
this time of celebration in the
midst of the greatest struggle of
our lives.
For those of you who may not

know our story, our younger son
Josh suffered a traumatic brain
injury on March 29, 2015. He was
considered critical for the first 10
days as they weren’t sure if he
would even live. It was a total of 55
days in the neuro and step-down
ICU before we would bring Josh
home. He was still breathing tho-
rugh a humidified tracheostomy
and being fed through a gastric
tube. 
The next four years have been

watching the amazing provision of
God as we leaned heavily on His
presence to endure each day as we
cared for Josh to the best of our

abilities and the abundance of
God’s grace.
In the spring of 2018, I believe

that only through the direction of
God and His mercy that we were
approached by our dear friends
Tom and Paula Suriano, owners of
Suriano Homes. 
They shared with us that they

had felt that God put it on their
hearts to build us a home that we
could afford, and would provide
for Josh’s needs. 
Caring for Josh has not only

been mentally and emotionally
demanding, it has been physically
exhausting. 
That brought us to the decision

for me to go down to part time,
only working three days a week so
that I could be home to help my
wife with the physical demands of
caring for Josh.

So, the “that we could afford”
takes on a significant meaning.
As we walked through the

process of designing, and the work
of putting the house together, we
watched so many members of our
community coming together to
help make this happen for us. I
would like to please take a
moment of your time to point out
to you those of your community
that gave of their time, resources
and businesses to help make this
impossible provision available to
us..

Suriano Homes
Victory Plumbing
Wingate Engineering
Fast Concrete
B&A Quality Siding
Wilson Electric
Four Seasons Flooring
Matthew Wright (Barnett &

Wright P.A. Law Firm)
Air Mechanical
J&J Roofing
Builders First Source
84 Lumber
Longley’s Plumbing Supply and

American Standard
BBI Landscaping
On March 29 of this year, on the

four-year anniversary of Josh’s
accident, we signed the papers to
take possession of our new home.
We first give thanks to God, but

wanted to publicly thank all those
who heard His voice and stepped
out to go overwhelmingly above
and beyond to provide us with a
home that meets our special needs
in the care of our semi-vegetative
son.
Thank you all and may God

bless you to the fullest of His grace
and mercy.

Humbly,
The Kleman Family
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SOUND OFF!

Drug bill carries serious side-effects

Horry County Council and cities in
Horry County have been at odds in recent
weeks over whether or not municipalities
should keep part of the hospitality tax that
used to go to the county. A previous agree-
ment between Horry County cities and
Horry County that ended in 2017 gave
the county half of the 3 percent accom-
modations tax and 2 percent hospitality
fee funds collected in the cities. But for
the last two years, the county has contin-
ued to collect half the funds. The county
had pledged $25 million from these
funds to help pay for I-73. To you think
the cities should honor the originally rev-
enue split that ended in 2017?

Choices are:

1. Yes

2. No

3. Undecided

To vote, log on to
www.myhorrynews.com and go to the
Opinion menu.

Poll results
A recent Sound Off! poll asked

readers if they thought the 23-mile
bike loop used by the city of Myrtle
Beach during the Memorial Day
Bikefest discriminated against
African American Bikers. Of those
responding to the poll, 449 said they
thought the loop does discriminate
against African Americans. Two hun-
dred and 32 people said the loop
does not discriminate against a race
of people.
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Family grateful for help from the community

These phrases little kids wrote in papers that nuns
graded may have made the rounds already. But,
they’re actually funny enough for a second go-round.
They are answers given on a

test taken by elementary school
kids.
Please don’t be offended, please

just smile.
• In the first book of the Bible,

Guinness, God got tired of creat-
ing the world so He took the
Sabbath off.
• Adam and Eve were created

from an apple tree and Noah’s
wife was Joan of Ark.
• The Jews were a proud people

and throughout history, they had
trouble with unsympathetic geni-
tals.
• Moses led the Jews to the Red

Sea where they made unleavened
bread which is bread with no
ingredients.
• The first commandment was

when Eve told Adam to eat the
apple.
• The Egyptians were all drowned in the desert.

Then Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to get the
Ten Commandments.
• The seventh commandment is thou shall not

admit adultery.
• Moses died before he ever reached Canada, and

then Joshua led the Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol.
• The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua

told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.
• Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and

700 porcupines.
• One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was

also a taximan.
• Christians have only one spouse which is called

monotony.
• The people who followed the Lord were called the

12 decibels.
• Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate

contraption.
• Jesus enunciated the golden rule which says to

do unto others before they do one to you.
• David was a Hebrew king who played the liar. He

fought the Finklesteins, a race of people who lived in
Biblical times.
Anyone old enough to remember Art Linkletter

knows he got it right back in the day – kids say the
darndest things.

COLUMN
B

Ettie 
Newlands

Out of the mouth
of mere babes

By Peter J. Pitts

Sens. John Cornyn (R-TX) and
Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) claim
that their new bill – the Affordable
Prescriptions for Patients Act -- will
expand access to needed medi-
cines for American patients.  But in
reality, the bill is poised to do the
exact opposite.
The bill is premised on the idea

that drug companies are gaming
the IP system by making incremen-
tal changes to drugs they have
already patented. 
Sens. Cornyn and Blumenthal

believe such behavior is merely a
way of driving off competition
from less-expensive generics,
thereby inflating drug costs for
patients. 
The Affordable Prescriptions for

Patients Act addresses this per-
ceived abuse by empowering the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
to bring antitrust suits against

pharmaceutical companies who
engage in this practice. 
But nearly every assumption

behind the bill is flawed. For
starters, the reform takes for grant-
ed that any alterations or refine-
ments to an existing medicine
automatically amounts to an anti-
competitive ploy, when in fact
there are countless reasons to
engage in such work.
For instance, a drug firm might

develop a time-release version of a
medicine to make it easier and
safer for patients to take. 
Or it might create new dosage

forms entirely, allowing patients to
take a pill or wear a patch instead
of having the medicine adminis-
tered intravenously. Similarly,
researchers could find a new com-
bination therapy that involves tak-
ing multiple already-available
drugs in a specific sequence.  
Advances like these can drasti-

cally benefit patients, whether by

improving outcomes, reducing
side-effects, or simply making a
drug regimen more convenient. 
It's also unclear how developing

a new version of an old drug
impedes access to generics. After
all, these improved medicines
don't extend the patent on the
original drug. Any firm looking to
release a lower-cost generic of a
drug's earlier version is free to do
so. 
The threat the Cornyn-

Blumenthal reform poses to
America's patent system is also
troubling.
It takes a decade or more to

bring a single new drug to market,
and costs, on average, $2.6 billion.
That process almost always
involves numerous false starts and
dead ends -- only one in ten drugs
that reach clinical trials are ulti-
mately approved. 
Without the ability to protect

their inventions through reliable IP

laws, drug companies would have
far less reason to expend the
resources necessary to make gen-
uine breakthroughs. 
That would be disastrous for

patients, especially those suffering
from conditions for which no suit-
able treatment yet exists. Just think
of those suffering from
Alzheimer's, a disease which
afflicts 10 percent of Americans
over 65,  and for which a new drug
hasn't been approved in more than
15 years. 
The Affordable Prescriptions for

Patients Act would do little to
expand access to generic drugs.
But it would undermine an IP sys-
tem that makes medical progress
possible in the first place, leaving
millions much worse off as a result. 

Peter J. Pitts, a former FDA
Associate Commissioner, is presi-
dent of the Center for Medicine in
the Public Interest.

It’s been said

| TO THE EDITOR |

“You know you’re in love
when you can’t fall asleep
because reality is finally better
than your dreams.”

Dr. Suess

“When one door of happi-
ness closes, another opens; but
often we look so long at the
closed door that we do not see
the one which has been opened
for us.”

Helen Keller

“Twenty years from now you
will be more disappointed by
the things that you didn’t do
than by the ones you did do.”

Mark Twain

“When I dare to be powerful
– to use my strength in the
service of my vision, then it
becomes less and less impor-
tant whether I am afraid.”

Audre Lorde
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