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Senior community planned for Carolina Forest
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A $53 million senior living
community is being
planned for Carolina Forest,
according to public records.
The Villas at Carolina For-

est would include 166 units
and be built on nearly 18

acres along Carolina Forest
Boulevard, records show.
The community would be
constructed just north of
Canterbury Drive on the
same side of the road. 
Horry County Council’s

administration committee
was scheduled to discuss
the proposal Tuesday. Coun-

ty leaders are reviewing the
project because it would use
up to $50 million in financ-
ing from an S.C. Jobs Eco-
nomic Development Au-
thority bond. This type of
borrowing allows a private
entity such as a nonprofit to
utilize the same tax-exempt
financing that a government

does. Horry officials would
only be required to approve
the project locating here,
said Justin Powell, an assis-
tant administrator with the
county. The project would
place no liability on the
county. 
“It’s just basically saying

we’re OK with this project in

our county,” Powell said of
the council’s decision. “It’s
really more just a public
hearing and local consent to
the project.”
A public hearing and a

vote from the full council is
planned for Feb. 5. The ad-
ministration committee was
expected to make its recom-

mendation after press dead-
lines. This type of financing
isn’t unusual.
“We’ve had a number of

them come through,” Powell
said, adding that medical fa-
cilities in Myrtle Beach,
Conway and Carolina Forest

NEW COMMUNITY, A2

Elementary, middle school students unite to serve others

School board
preparing for
new school in
Carolina Forest
BY KATIE POWELL

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County school offi-
cials could buy land for a
new Carolina Forest ele-
mentary school as early as
this year.
The school board’s facili-

ties committee said some
land has already been set
aside for this purpose. The
tract is located off Ronald
McNair Boulevard, which is
east of U.S. 501 and south of
S.C. 31. The land was set
aside with an option to pur-
chase, which expires at the
end of this year.
“We have the option to

purchase at fair market
value,” said Joe Burch, coor-
dinator of planning for the
district. “This is just an op-
portunity we don’t want to
walk away from.”
Burch said that even

though Horry County overall
did not see growth in the ele-
mentary school population,
the Carolina Forest zone
grew by 300 students.
James said the $2.5 million

school could be paid for
with money from the dis-
trict's undesignated fund

balance.
The district already owns

another piece of land on
Carolina Forest Boulevard
that is set aside for yet an-
other future Carolina Forest
school, and the board voted
Monday night to give 1.86
acres of that site to Horry
County Government for a
right of way designation to
aid in the Carolina Forest
Boulevard widening project.

Education center getting
new building
The Horry County Educa-

tion Center (HCEC) will be
getting a new building, as
the school board voted
Monday night to move
ahead with the $13 million
project — with some stipu-
lations.
District 10 board member

Neil James made the motion
to move ahead without
spending the extra $1.5 mil-
lion to make the building
high efficiency and energy
positive. 
Adult Education will not

be combined with the
HCEC.

EDUCATION, A2

Fostering fuzz for a cause

“This is just an opportunity we don’t want

to walk away from.”

Joe Burch
Horry County Schools’ coordinator of planning

BY VIRAJ NAIK

VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Maintaining his facial
hair is a daily affair for
Robert Veronee.
“It takes me longer to get

my beard ready than every-
thing else combined,” he
said of his routine, which
features daily conditioner

washes, using combs and
brushes, regular use of
beard oil, occasionally uti-
lizing balms or butters and
regular shampooing.
The Charleston resident

was one of several competi-
tors who entered the third
annual Beard and Mus-
tache Competition to bene-
fit the Adaptive Surf Project

at The Boathouse Saturday,
which members of the
South Carolina Beard Club
helped organize.
The efforts of the non-

profit Adaptive Surf Project
include raising funds for
adaptive surfboards, pro-
viding beach accessibility
and supporting adaptive
surfing events.

“We’re more into fun rais-
ing than fundraising, so we
do stuff like this,” said Luke
Sharp, director of Adaptive
Surf Project.
Contestants competed in

several categories, includ-
ing male and female divi-
sions being judged by a 

BEARD CONTEST, A3

BY ETTIE NEWLANDS

ETTIE.NEWLANDS@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

They’ve raised more than
$8,000 for Fostering Hope, a
group that helps children in
foster care.
They’ve worked on The

Bravery Bear Project, mak-
ing fabric bears for first re-
sponders to give children
going through trauma.
They’ve helped the Blue

Star Mothers by encourag-

ing students to make cards
for soldiers who are over-
seas.
Right now, they’re trying

to get “buddy benches” put
on four school playgrounds
so kids know when some-
one needs a friend. 
They’re elementary and

middle school kids, part of
the Better Together Initiative
[BTI].
It started about a year ago

when Marley McLaurin’s

friends at Palmetto Acade-
my were talking about what
they’d done over the week-
end. When she told them
she’d done community serv-
ice, they didn’t know what
that was.
The then third-grader ex-

plained, “It’s about helping
people.”
That was the start of BTI

which Marley’s mother,
Summer McLaurin, de-
scribed as “Marley’s com-

munity service club where
she connects her friends
and other children with vol-
unteer opportunities for
service projects they create
on their own.”
Marley had done some

community service projects
with her dance school, Pal-
metto State Academy of Per-
forming Arts, and also with
the Pelicans’ cheer team.

BETTER TOGETHER, A2
Anna Mae Quinn, left, and Marley McLaurin work at a bake sale to
benefit the Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

SUBMITTED

JANET MORGAN | THE CHRONICLE

More than $4,000 was raised in the third annual Beard and Mustache Competition to benefit the Adaptive Surf Project.

Beard contest benefits Adaptive Surf Project
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