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FARMING COMMUNITY OR CONCERT VENUE?

BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Terri Capps can rattle off
the names of families that sur-
round her farm near the inter-
section of S.C. 905 and S.C. 22.
Some are friends but many

others are relatives, part of a
clan that years ago divided a
100-acre tract into a series of
smaller homesteads. Her hus-
band is the fourth generation

to own land in this area.
“We live in rural America,”

said Capps, who moved from
the five-acre farm, where her
son now resides, to nearby
Royal Circle about two years
ago. “We have gardens. We
have horses. We have chickens
and goats. We didn’t sign up
for this.”
“This” would be the pro-

posed Myrtle Beach Grand
Amphitheater, an outdoor en-

tertainment complex that a
developer said would “be-
come the premier entertain-
ment destination for the
Myrtle Beach area,” according
to documents submitted to
Horry County Government.
Plans call for a sprawling
venue on a nearly 75-acre
tract that would host major
acts such as Blake Shelton,
Taylor Swift, Metallica, the Zac
Brown Band and Drake. The

complex would target enter-
tainers that draw more than
21,000 fans, records show.   
Despite the proposed

venue’s name, the project
doesn’t fall inside the Myrtle
Beach city limits or those of
any other municipality. The
land lies in a corridor that
county officials have said is
more suitable for industrial
development, but they have
noted that amusement facili-

ties are considered appropri-
ate near highway inter-
changes.
The landowner does need a

rezoning to accommodate the
project, which would sit along
McKinley Shortcut Road adja-
cent to a Coca-Cola distribu-
tion center. The county’s
planning commission has rec-
ommended that Horry

County officials, neighbors meeting next week to discuss amphitheater project
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BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway Chamber of Com-
merce’s director of economic
development Devin Parks ex-
pects Conwayites to have a lot
to celebrate when the new
Celebration Square opens at
the intersection of U.S. 501
and Mill Pond Road, possibly
as early as May.
The project, going up now,

represents a $1 million invest-

ment and will include a new
McAlister’s Deli, the fourth in
Horry County, and the first
Eugenia’s Steakhouse that’s
not a part of any chain.
Parks told Conway City

Council Monday night that
Eugenia’s will offer fine dining
in a facility with somewhere
around 300-seats. He said
they have also learned re-
cently that there will be a full
service breakfast in the new
restaurant.

The franchisee for McAlis-
ter’s, Keith Benton owns the
property where the two new
restaurants will be located.
Horry County already has
McAlister’s restaurants in
North Myrtle Beach and Surf-
side, at Coastal Grande Mall
and in the new Teal Towne
shopping center on S.C. 544
near Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity.
The restaurant is famous

for its sandwiches, salads,

soups and desserts and spe-
cializes in sweet tea and
spuds stuffed with everything
from grilled chicken, to veg-
gies, roast beef and more. It’s
most noted creation is its 13-
layer club sandwich.
The project was first an-

nounced in March of 2019,
but was held up, according to
some information provided
on the Internet, by COVID 19.
While McAlister’s is hoping to
open sometime around May,

Eugenia’s won’t be up and
running until later. A target
opening date has not been set
for the steakhouse, according
to Parks.

Conway Medical Center
headed to Downtown Con-
way?
Celebration Square is only

one of the projects headed to
Conway that has Parks ex-
cited.
A second, a medical build-

ing planned by Conway Med-
ical Center in its very early
stages, could be similar to its
S.C. 707 office building in So-
castee where people are
heading now for their COVID-
19 vaccinations.
Conway’s building will pos-

sibly be located on Fourth Av-
enue, somewhere near the
U.S. 378/U.S. 701 intersec-
tion, possibly in the area of

Restaurants, medical facility may be headed to Conway
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Standing on a lock used to control water from the river to a rice
paddy, Craig Sasser of Waccamaw National Wildlife Refuge said he
plans to grow more rice so visitors can see it on a tour at Hasty

Point Plantation in Georgetown County. The land is located off
Plantersville Road. The plantation dates back to the 1700s. 

1,000 acres in Georgetown will provide natural,

cultural and historical learning opportunities
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

There are still chalk marks
denoting weight measure-
ments on beams inside the
200-plus-year-old rice barn
that still stands on the old
Hasty Point Plantation near
Plantersville, which at its high
point was a rice-producing
complex of somewhere be-
tween 1,500 and 2,000 acres. 
“There’s actually three right

in this neighborhood, but out-
side of that, there’s hardly any
rice barns that are still in exis-
tence ‘cause they’re made out
of hard pine, they catch on fire,
or more importantly, termites
get into ‘em and people just
don’t want to spend the
money,” said Craig Sasser, who
manages the Waccamaw Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. “This
one was pretty much fully-re-
stored. The previous owner
spent a lot of money.”
Last year, the land conserva-

tion organization Open Space
Institute (OSI) and Ducks Un-
limited helped the refuge pur-
chase the 773-acre plantation
from the Schofield family,
which wanted to preserve the
land for the benefit of future
generations. In January, Bob
Schofield sold the 237-acre
tract across the road from the
plantation to the Open Space
Institute, which will hold onto
it until the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service can purchase
it. 

“In general, how our group
works is we either use our own
internal funds to purchase a
property or some other cre-
ative financing strategy to be
able to secure a property until
our partners like Fish and
Wildlife Service are able to take
title to it,” said Maria White-
head, a senior project manager
with OSI. “The owner, Bob
Schofield, who had sold this
portion to Fish and Wildlife

Q. Who in South Car-
olina is making the deci-
sions about who gets the
COVID-19 shot and
when? What was the rea-
soning for giving it to all
government employees
(city and county) before
regular citizens over 70-
years-old?
A. We received this in-

formation from Ellen An-
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WILDLIFE REFUGE, A5

The City of Conway recently received
what City Administrator Adam Emrick
says is the city’s largest grant ever.
The $6 million coming from the Eco-

nomic Development Administration
(EDA), the result of a year of work, will be
used to make critical wastewater system
infrastructure upgrades to protect local
business and allow for new development
in the area by eliminating overflow dur-
ing flood events, according to informa-
tion provided by the city.
Emrick said the grant will accommo-

date the growth that they know is coming
to the area and, although it will help with
storm events, it will also encourage eco-
nomic development in Conway.
The grant will be matched with $1.5

million in local funds that Emrick says
are already in the city’s budget.
“This EDA award was made to the City

of Conway because of our propensity to-
wards flooding, heightened incidences
(in frequency and levels of flooding), and
the growing challenges created by flood-
ing for our people and their property,”
said Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-Bel-
lamy. She also applauded the work of city
staff in securing the grant.
John Rogers, deputy city administra-

tor/grants coordinator, said, “We were
awarded this grant thanks to the hard
work and dedication of our staff over the
past few years. They identified a prob-
lem, developed a plan to fix it, and
worked tirelessly toward a solution…it
will help us assure that we can maintain
the utility service that our citizens ex-
pect, even during a disaster.”
The proposed project has two parts:
nThe first part is located at Crabtree

Pump Station, which is located near Mill
Pond Road in the Crabtree Swamp area
of Conway, just off U.S. 501. The current
wastewater infrastructure is operating
inadequately at levels above capacity.
When disaster strikes, the effects are dev-
astating on this already-strained infra-
structure. Crabtree Pump Station not
only handles one-third of Conway's pop-
ulation, but also collects flow from the
entire City of Loris, the Town of Aynor
and parts of North Myrtle Beach. City of-
ficials hope to increase the size of the lift
station and run a parallel line to increase
this capacity and prevent future issues
during peak rain events. This will also

City of Conway

receives largest

grant ever
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