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As Matt Varnadore navigates the backwaters of 

the Waccamaw, the tour guide often hears ques-
tions about the river’s unnatural landmarks. 

Visitors see abandoned boats, some wrecked by 
hurricanes and others just victims of neglect, and 
tourists can’t understand why the crumbling ves-
sels remain on the river. 

“It’s an eyesore,” said Varnadore, who owns 
Waccamaw Outfitters. “When they see these 
boats, their No. 1 question is ‘Why? Why don’t 
people remove these? Why are they still here?’ … 
And they always ask, ‘Well, who’s going to clean it 
up?’ … That’s been the No. 1 question.” 

At least it was until a few months ago. That’s 
when Wounded Nature-Working Veterans, a non-
profit from the Charleston area, began working 

with Grand Strand businesses, law enforcement 
and other volunteers to clear out some of the 
wreckage. 

They started with a couple of boats on the Wac-
camaw. Two weeks ago, they removed four ves-
sels, including an old shrimp boat, from Little 
River. On Wednesday, they were on the river again 
hauling off the remnants of an 80-foot paddle 
boat. 

The process involves weeks of planning and co-
ordination, not to mention countless volunteer 
hours. 

“This didn’t happen overnight,” Varnadore said. 
“And this isn’t going to be resolved overnight. This 
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'It’s an eyesore': Volunteers, businesses removing abandoned boats
“When they see these boats, their 

No. 1 question is ‘Why? Why  

don’t people remove these? Why  

are they still here?’” 

Matt Varnadore 
Waccamaw Outfitters

| CLEANING UP THE WATERWAYS |

An 80-foot paddle boat is removed from its resting place in the Waccamaw River near Pitch Landing on Nov. 3. Brox Baxley of Blackwater Dredging & Recovery volunteered his crew and 
machinery to help Wounded Nature-Working Veterans remove sunken boats from the state’s waterways. Baxley said it looked like the paddle boat had been submerged for 15 years. 
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Horry County just spent 

$200,000 for about 2 acres 
near the intersection of S.C. 
90 and S.C. 22 so the county 
can build a fire and EMS 
station there, county offi-
cials con-
firmed. 

Resi-
dents of 
the S.C. 90 
corridor 
have long 
expressed 
concerns 
about rely-
ing on all-
volunteer stations as the 
area continues to grow. The 
land sale for the new sta-
tion closed on Friday, and 
county leaders said this 
project will allow the coun-
ty to close the volunteer 
stations (Nos. 5 and 12) at 
Wampee and Nixonville 
and staff the new station 
with full-time paid person-
nel. 

“It’s awesome to combine 
those two stations and have 
24-hour service there with 
EMS as well,” said Horry 
County Councilman Mark 
Causey, whose district in-
cludes the site. “That’s big 
for that area.” 

Now that the land deal is 
finalized, county spokes-
woman Kelly Moore said 
the anticipated completion 
date for the new station is 
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