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Incoming Coastal Carolina Uni-
versity President Dr. Michael Ben-
son said he likes that the campus
communities he previously worked
with saw him as accessible and en-
gaged. 
“I think first and foremost, the

student body and campus commu-
nity have to feel the president is ac-
cessible and relatable. They can
come visit me, they can Tweet at
me, email me,” Benson said in a so-
cially-distanced interview on cam-
pus Saturday morning. “I
appreciate the fact that students
have seen me at my other schools
as someone that was not com-
pletely in the ivory tower and inac-
cessible.”

Benson was officially named Fri-
day as Dr. David DeCenzo’s succes-
sor, who will begin serving in the
role on Jan. 2, 2021. He will be work-
ing closely with the exiting presi-
dent before DeCenzo’s retirement
on June 30, 2021.
“We are excited to welcome Dr.

Benson, and as a board, we firmly
believe his leadership talents and
experiences are an excellent match
for Coastal Carolina University and
the advancement of this dynamic
institution," said Delan Stevens,
vice chairman of the board of
trustees and chairman of the presi-
dential search committee.
According to a university release,

Benson served as the 13th president
of Eastern Kentucky University
from 2013-2020 and was named
president emeritus there in Decem-

ber 2019. Prior to EKU, he was the
15th president of Southern Utah
University (SUU).
Benson and his wife, Debi, are

the parents of Truman, Tatum and
Talmage, and he has two children,
Emma and Samuel, from a previous
marriage.
While at EKU, he held an ap-

pointment as professor of govern-
ment, and he is currently a visiting
professor in the department of his-
tory and science and technology in
the Krieger School of Arts & Sci-
ences at Johns Hopkins University.
During his time at SUU, he

gained admission into the Big Sky
Conference for all athletic teams;
completed new residence halls, a
teacher education facility, and a sci-
ence and engineering center; and
directed the development and im-

plementation of SUU’s largest and
most ambitious comprehensive
fundraising effort. This endeavor,
named the “Future is Rising Cam-
paign,” raised a record $105 million
for SUU.
Born in Utah and raised in Texas

and Indiana, Benson spent seven
years working and studying abroad
in Italy, England, and Israel. He is
fluent in spoken and written Italian.
He holds degrees from Brigham

Young University, the University of
Oxford (St. Antony’s College), and
the Mendoza College of Business at
the University of Notre Dame.
Currently, Benson is pursuing a

Master of Liberal Arts (MLA) at The
Johns Hopkins University and is on
schedule to graduate in Fall 2021.

New CCU President Michael Benson plans to be accessible

Benson

HCS discusses plexiglass

options, new data page
BY KATIE POWELL
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The Horry County Board of Edu-
cation revealed a new data web page
and other information Monday
night relating to how the district
hopes to move forward in getting
students back into schools safely
and on a more regular basis.
“I’m in my 36th year of being an

educator, and I’ve never seen any-
thing like it, and I hope to never see
anything like it again,” said Horry
County Schools Superintendent Dr.
Rick Maxey, referring to the COVID-
19 virus and its effects on how
schools function.
The new HCS COVID-19 dash-

board will show current COVID-19
cases in schools in the county, as
well as historical cases. Once a case
has been on the dashboard for
seven days as current, those num-
bers will then move to the historical
data set. The data will be updated
each weekday by 4 p.m., Maxey said.
The new HCS COVID-19 dash-

board is available at https://hc-
strans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsd
ashboard/index.html#/2138f3f74fcf
4289a1c6172a5da75688
“It’s as real-time as we can get,”

Maxey said, noting that included on
the new data page is a tab that will
have the most recent S.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Environmental
Control Disease Activity Report in-
formation.
“Certainly there is value in the

DHEC report, but it is also impor-
tant to use local resources,” Maxey
said.
Data collection for the new web

page began Sept. 4, according to
Maxey. He also noted that HCS
Dashboard data may differ from the
SCDHEC report, which is generated
two times per week for South Car-
olina schools.
Maxey also shared that DHEC re-

leased new guidelines Monday re-
garding the use of plexiglass in
classrooms. That new guidance says
students would not be considered
close contacts when appropriate
plexiglass was used and students
were at least three feet apart, instead
of six, as well as wearing masks.
The full guidance can be seen

https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/file
s/media/document/Plexi-
glass%20Use%20in%20Schools_10.
5.20.pdf
“Plexiglass does not serve as a

substitute to mask-wearing,” Maxey
read from the guidelines.
Installing the plexiglass would en-

able HCS to get more children in a
classroom together safely, Maxey
said.
The plexiglass would need to sur-

round the three edges of the stu-
dents’ desks and extend a foot above
each child’s head, in addition to
some other acceptable configura-
tions.
Chief of Support Services Daryl

Brown said the district will try to buy
plexiglass in bulk through the S.C.
Department of Education, because

that usually is more cost-effective.
Brown also said they plan to re-

quest help from the state in terms of
funding for the project.
Brown noted that Charleston

County spent around $6 million on
plexiglass for its classrooms, and he
expects the cost for HCS to hover at
around $4.5 million.
District 1 board member Russell

Freeman mentioned the idea of
possibly phasing in the plexiglass
with elementary students first, then
moving to the older ones in phases.
Brown and Maxey said that is a

possibility that is not set in stone,
but the board and district plan to
discuss it.
“We want to do everything we can

to get them in school, but get them
in school in a safe environment,”
Maxey reiterated.
Maxey said he decided to share all

of the new information in light of
the many emails and messages he
has been getting from parents.
Board chairman Ken Richardson

said earlier Monday that there’s no
way they can put all children back in
school right now and still meet the
six-feet requirement for social dis-
tancing that is one of the most-
mentioned things in DHEC’s
guidelines.
Maxey said much of the same

during Monday's meeting, saying
that the district analyzed some area
classrooms and estimated that
some classrooms could safely hold
only 14 students and keep social dis-
tancing regulations intact.
“If DHEC…wants to change their

guidelines, the minute we think it’s
safe, we’re going to put these kids
back,” Richardson said Monday af-
ternoon. “The problem is, there’s a
lot of people who are impatient, and
they think the board is sitting
around doing nothing. I’ve never
been on a board working as hard as
we are working. We’re getting a lot
done and they don’t see it [behind
the scenes]. What they want is the
end result and we can’t give that to
them just yet.”
According to the HCS dashboard,

that uses DHEC guidelines to decide
which format will be used, HCS stu-
dents will attend in a hybrid fashion
through next week. This means
face-to-face in the classroom for two
days each week, and distance learn-
ing for the other three days. 
The DHEC Disease Activity Re-

port released Thursday will decide
how school will look the week of Oc-
tober 19.
In other board news:
The Board of Education unani-

mously voted to object to the pro-
posed amendment to the City of
Myrtle Beach’s Oceanfront Redevel-
opment Plan, saying they do not
consent to the use of the District’s
incremental taxes to finance the
City’s redevelopment projects. The
board authorized Superintendent
Maxey to notify the City of Myrtle
Beach of their objection before a
public hearing that is set for Oct. 27
at 9 a.m.

Treyshawn Gore was in Kuwait  when he was told
Tasjunique Graham, 23, and her daughter Bailey Sim-
mon, 3, had been murdered.

Essence Dolson lights candles to spell out “Nique Bailey” in front of Tasjunique Graham’s home on Suggs Street in Conway. 
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Tasha Graham grieves for her daughter Tasjunique
Graham, 23, and her granddaughter Bailey Simmon, 3.

Vigil held for mother, daughter
BY IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING
IAN.BROOKING@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Tasjunique Graham lived a full life.
A single mother in the Army Re-

serve who worked two jobs and went
to Horry Georgetown Technical Col-
lege, Graham lived to serve others.
“If she could help everybody, she

would. God knows she would,” her
aunt Dean Longs said. “That just how
she was.”
The 23-year-old knew what she

wanted out of life and for her young
daughter.
“She wanted to make sure that her

daughter had the best because [Gra-
ham’s] parents made sure that she
had the best,” Longs said. “She loved
that little girl, and that little girl loved
her.”

Sadly, Graham’s and her daughter
Bailey Simmon’s lives were cut short
the night of Sept. 28.
More than 100 people attended a

vigil on Tuesday night on Suggs Street
in Conway where the two were shot.
Police responded to Graham’s Con-

way home in the 1600 block of Suggs
St. for a welfare check, and officers
found the mother and daughter un-
responsive.
Graham was pronounced dead on

scene; Bailey died from her injuries
the next day.
“I don’t remember hearing any-

thing, no gun shots,” Graham’s neigh-
bor Lee Dixon said. “I just remember
coming outside and seeing all the
lights.”
Police have not said what led to the

shooting or released any suspect in-

formation. The FBI has been called in
to assist with the investigation.
Dixon, who also lives on Suggs

Street, said she didn’t know Graham
or her daughter but feels for their
family.
“It’s a very sad situation, very sad,”

Dixon said.
“It really saddens me to know that

this happened to her and her little
girl,” Long said of her niece. “My
heart would be breaking if it was
somebody else, but it is really break-
ing for my sister. As a mother and a
grandmother, I can only imagine
what they're going through.” 
Graham’s home sits tucked on the

end of the street, quiet.
The white home with a red tin roof
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