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Rural Horry County resi-
dents shared their concerns
at a Tuesday night commu-
nity meeting that focused
on development in the
western area of the county
and its impact on roads,
public safety and agricul-
ture.
The crowd of more than

50 people included farmers
and members of Horry
County Council. They gath-
ered at Cane Branch Baptist
Church in the Loris area. 
During the meeting,

neighbors expressed fears
about rural development,
specifically two proposed
projects off U.S. 701 that
could bring more than 150
homes. County council
members and planning and
zoning officials also shared
thoughts about develop-
ment and explained the
process of rezoning re-
quests in the nearly two
and a half hour meeting.
Amanda Brown, a local

teacher who is married to a
farmer, questioned what
the future of rural Horry
County will look like as de-
velopment consumes farm-
land.

“Rural areas of the
county were not designed
to accommodate high vol-
umes of traffic that are as-
sociated with
subdivisions,” Brown said.
“We have more problems
than just developing on 701
North. We do not want to
be another Highway 90. We
want to be proactive, not
reactive.”
County council has ap-

proved first readings of the
two rezoning requests, both

between Conway and Loris
off U.S. 701 North.
One request is to rezone

70 acres at 701 North and
S.C. 22 to a type of zoning
that would allow for mixed
residential development.
The applicant, G3 Engi-
neering, is proposing 93
single-family lots.
A second rezoning re-

quest at 701 North near
South Green Sea Road is
proposing 80 single-family
homes. That applicant, rep-

resented by attorney Robert
Guyton, is requesting
nearly 40 acres be rezoned
for a residential project.
County Councilman Al

Allen said he would vote
against the requests if 50
people show up in opposi-
tion at council meetings.
As growth also continues

in other parts of the county,
Horry County Councilman
Danny Hardee said that
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Public hearing on McLeod Health campus is Tuesday
BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The public will soon have
the chance to share com-
ments about McLeod
Health’s plan to bring a
“campus with numerous fa-
cilities” to the City of Con-
way.
A public hearing for a re-

zoning request for a nearly
71-acre parcel on El Bethel

Road is scheduled for Tues-
day’s Conway City Council
meeting.
Conway planning com-

mission unanimously rec-
ommended the property be
rezoned from low density
residential to institutional
at an August meeting,
where a McLeod Health
representative announced
plans to construct a med-
ical campus on the site,

though specific details of
what this could entail were
not mentioned.
McLeod Health said in a

statement to My Horry
News that the hospital sys-
tem is one that invests in
the communities it serves
to improve the health and
well being of the people in
the area.
“Our plans for services on

the site will evolve as we as-

sess the current and future
health needs of the Conway
and surrounding communi-
ties,” the statement said.
The property, currently

owned by Moss Park Part-
ners II, LLC, is situated be-
tween El Bethel and Dunn
Shortcut Road and neigh-
bors a property owned by
Horry County Schools.
Tripp Nealy, a representa-

tive of Moss Park Partners

II, LLC, said the project was
“very uncommon” for Con-
way.
“But having a major hos-

pital or having McLeod in
general on that side of the
town would benefit so
many people,” Nealy said,
noting that emergency situ-
ations can be tough on
Conway's western side,
which does not have a hos-
pital. “If you had a heart at-

tack at 7 in the morning or 5
in the afternoon, you might
as well have an airplane.”

About the property
A portion of the property

closer to El Bethel was re-
zoned to highway commer-
cial in January. Nealy said
he initially wanted to build
homes on the back of the
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COURTESY OF HORRY COUNTY FIRE RESCUE

Three-vehicle crash
One person was transported to the hospital with injuries
after a three-vehicle crash in Conway on Monday morning,
Horry County Fire Rescue reports. Crews were called to the
intersection of S.C. 544 and Singleton Ridge Road about

11:30 a.m. The three-vehicle crash involved an overturned
camper being pulled by a pick-up truck, which struck a
nearby utility pole, HCFR reports.The South Carolina De-
partment of Public Safety is investigating.

COVID forces
Conway High
to close doors
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Conway High School moved
to distance learning for two
weeks beginning yesterday, ac-
cording to an email sent to par-
ents on Tuesday.
"Our review of the district’s

most current COVID-19 data
indicates that Conway High
School’s ability to serve stu-
dents has been negatively im-
pacted both by the number of
positive COVID-19 cases, as
well as the number of staff and
student quarantines," the email
read. 
There are currently 20 active

cases and 414 students in quar-
antine (for possible exposure)
at the school.
Regular face-to-face instruc-

tion of students will resume
Sept. 15.
Conway High School stu-

dents who are not quarantined
and who attend an HCS pro-
gram school (Academy of Tech-
nology and Academics,
Academy of Arts, Science and

Technology, Early College High
School, Scholars Academy) or
Horry-Georgetown Technical
College will report for classes at
the school site as usual, accord-
ing to the email.
All Conway High School em-

ployees, who are not under
quarantine, will continue to re-
port to the school building to
perform their job responsibili-
ties.
Teachers will deliver instruc-

tion via distance learning to
their students. While distance
learning is underway, the
school building will undergo a
deep cleaning.
During this two-week period

of distance learning, all after-
school activities, including
sports, practices and/or club
meetings are canceled.
Parents must call the Con-

way High School’s cafeteria at
(843) 488-0692 to arrange for
student meals during distance
learning closures.
Aynor Middle School closed

beginning Monday for distance
learning through Sept. 13. 
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Horry County Schools has
quarantined 6,800 students
over concerns about potential
exposure to COVID-19, ac-
cording to the district's newly-
updated dashboard.
While Horry County

Schools doesn't have a cur-
rent enrollment number for
this school year yet, HCS
spokeswoman Lisa Bourcier
said that number was just
over 43,000 students last year.
That means nearly 16% of the
student body is home. 
The district added the stu-

dent quarantine numbers to
its dashboard this week after
many families questioned
why that information was left
out of the data. These quaran-
tine numbers reflect only
those sent home for possible
exposure, not actual positive
cases that are listed separately. 
Chief of Student Services

Velna Allen said during last
Monday’s board meeting that
district officials had to get
some more “manpower” in
order to gather the student
quarantine data for publica-
tion. 
A total of 679 active COVID-

19 cases were reported on the
dashboard, with 628 among
students and 51 among

school district staffers.
For perspective, the total

number of historic COVID-19
cases for the 2020-2021 school
year was 2,587, with 810 staff
members and 1,777 students,
according to the district.
In comparison, only 161

staff members are currently in
quarantine.
New notes on the dash-

board page indicate that stu-
dents are removed from the
school’s quarantine total as
the individual student’s quar-
antine ends.
Aynor Middle School an-

nounced on Friday that the
school would be moving to
distance learning starting
Monday through Sept. 13 in
order to try and lessen the
cases throughout the school.
The district previously said

they would take closures on a
school-by-school basis in-
stead of closing the entire dis-
trict at one time, only
considering moving to dis-
tance learning when the
number of cases and/or quar-
antines made it so that the
school could not run effi-
ciently.
AMS is near the top of the

list in student quarantines
with 377, along with 50 active
cases.

Rural development raises red flags

Residents of western Horry County met at Cane Branch Baptist Church to discuss develop-
ment in the rural areas Tuesday.
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