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Intervention by Horry County
legislator Kevin Hardee appar-
ently got the attention of S.C. De-
partment of Transportation
employees, who sat down with a
team of Horry legislators
Wednesday morning to talk
about projected delays on the re-
opening of the Main Street Me-
morial Bridge in Conway.
At a city council meeting Mon-

day night, Conway city council-
men expressed frustration that

the closing of the bridge might
continue until well into the sum-
mer. Several city councilmen
urged Conwayites to call their
legislators to see how things
might be speeded up.
That apparently led to Hardee,

R-105, contacting S.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation Commis-
sion Vice Chairman Tony Cox,
who represents this area, who
contacted SCDOT officials and
was successful in getting a meet-
ing that resulted in promises by
the contractor to speed up its
work on the bridge by extending

the workday to a full 24 hours a
day.
Hardee said after the meeting

that SCDOT officials are “reason-
ably confident,” based on what
they’re seeing with the 24/7, they
can be finished by Memorial Day.
Without it, he said, the com-

pletion date would have been
pushed much later.
“I was pleased with the fact

they were willing to go to 24/7,”
Hardee said shortly after the
meeting that included S.C. Rep.
Jeff Johnson, R-58; S.C. Senator
Luke Rankin, R-33; S.C. Senator

Stephen Goldfinch, R-34; Leland
D. Colvin, SCDOT deputy secre-
tary for engineering; Andy
Leaphart, chief engineer for oper-
ations; and Allen Hutto, SCDOT
government affairs officer.
Hardee said the legislators

wanted the meeting because they
needed some answers. The
SCDOT officials promised to give
a weekly update on the bridge’s
progress every Friday. Hardee
plans to share those updates on
Facebook each week.

SCDOT promises 24 hour a
day work on Conway bridge
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The S.C. Department of Transportation agreed yesterday to speed up work on Conway’s Main Street Memorial Bridge by working 24 hours a day.

Q. Are there any grocery
stores on the list of busi-
nesses that the Conway
Chamber of Commerce is
recruiting?
A. Devin Parks, who heads

up economic development
with the Conway Chamber,
answered your question.
“The Conway Chamber is

actively recruiting retailers
from many categories, in-
cluding grocery. Grocery is
certainly a focus category
due to analytics showing that
there is grocery leakage
within the Conway market
due to our close proximity to
Myrtle Beach and Carolina
Forest. Our efforts have in-
cluded contact with multiple
grocers currently not serving
the Conway market, but we
cannot release names of re-
tailers due to the confiden-
tial nature of the business –
this is a request highly
sought by the retailers them-
selves.”

BRIDGE, A3

Mayor and three city councilmen want to keep their seats
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Although the next munici-
pal election is still eight
months away, Conway’s
mayor and three city council-
men are already making their
decisions about another run,
and they’re all in!
“I want to keep on and

there’s been no secret about
that at all,” said Conway
Mayor Barbara Blain-Bel-
lamy, who added that she
thinks two terms “would be
nearly perfect.”
Blain-Bellamy said there’s a

definite benefit to having ex-
perience and being involved.
“It takes a while to get

things up and moving. Time
passes really quickly,” she
said.
She says there are some

projects she’d like to see
through and some other new
things she still wants council
to do.
“I’m going to ask the peo-

ple of Conway to work with
me for four years more and

after that I’ll be all over a new
burst of energy, a new per-
son’s ideas and a new direc-
tion,” she said.
First term councilman

Ashley Smith is also sure
about his plans to run for a
second term.
“Yes, I’m running again,”

he said. “I’ll be able to help
people.”
He points to accomplish-

ments of the city during his
tenure as lowering the price
of using the city’s recreation
department so people who
previously couldn’t afford to
use it can now. He is also ex-
cited about plans now to cre-

ate a special park for special
needs children.
“I’m just excited to be able

to serve the public. It’s been
everything I thought it would
be. I love it. I love helping
people. That’s why I’m doing
it and I’ve learned a lot in the
last three years,” he said.
Councilman Larry White,

who has served two terms
plus a portion of a third term,
says he’ll also be on the ballot
again.
“I think I’m still needed,”

he said.
White says he likes what he

is doing, but he looks forward
to the day that he can turn

his seat over to another good
candidate.
Longtime member of the

council Tom Anderson, who
was voted onto the council in
a special election in 1998, is
hoping for just one more
term.
As he looks back over his

political career he says he’s
worked for a long time with a
lot of great people.
Over the years, he says,

economic slowdowns and
the weather have constrained
the city on many levels, “but
we’re in a stretch beyond that
now.”
He says the city is working

to improve its road infra-
structure, has already im-
proved its ISO rating and
recreation opportunities, and
is working to continue its im-
provements in the police de-
partment, perhaps with more
officers. 
“I think the City of Conway

is in a great place,” he said,
adding that the city is close to
accomplishing the goals that
its leaders have been working
toward for years.
Those goals include a

healthy downtown, great
schools, recreation opportu-
nities and consistent de-
pendable city services.
The election is set for Nov.

5 with any needed runoffs on
Nov. 19.
Conway will not be alone

with that election date. Myr-
tle Beach, Aynor, Atlantic
Beach, Briarcliffe Acres and
North Myrtle Beach will also
hold elections on that date.
Candidates will file with

their municipal clerks. All
registrations must be com-
plete by Oct. 5.

Some Horry County
councilmen upset
about $5,200 price
tag for budget retreat
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council’s out-of-town
budget retreat will cost about $5,200.
But some council members would

rather see the council save some of that
money by holding the planning session lo-
cally instead of at Santee Cooper’s water-
front conference center in Pinopolis.
Although the retreat wasn’t on the coun-
cil’s Tuesday night agenda, Councilman
Tyler Servant brought up the issue near
the end of the meeting.
“This is a perfect example of a waste of

taxpayer dollars, especially when we have
so many pressing needs and we can do it
free right here in Horry County in Con-
way,” he said. “Like my grandfather always
said, Mr. Chairman, ‘Nothing beats free.’”
Although the retreat technically

wouldn’t be free — the county pays for the

County Council

approves raises

for magistrates
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The verdict is in: Horry County’s magis-
trates will get a raise.
County council members on Tuesday

unanimously voted to settle a dispute with
the county’s 10 magistrates, who hired an
attorney and threatened to sue the county
if they didn’t receive what they argued was
an overdue 3 percent pay increase. Al-
though the council didn’t publicly say
what it was voting for — they approved a
motion to direct the administrator to take
the action discussed in a closed-door ses-
sion — three councilmen confirmed the
vote was to settle the case.
“These guys were told they were getting

a raise,” Horry County Council Chairman
Johnny Gardner said. “We should stick to
it, give them a raise. … I thought it was the
right thing to do.” 

MAGISTRATES, A3

BUDGET RETREAT, A2
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