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The chimes are back at
First United Methodist
Church in Conway and some
residents of nearby neighbor-
hoods couldn’t be happier.
Elm Street resident Jill

Watts says she’d never lived in
a place that had this feature
before she moved to Conway
30 years ago.
The chimes can be heard if

someone is inside the house
or outside working in the
yard.
“If I’ve got the television

on, I mute it,” she said. “I’ve
got to hear those chimes
first.”
She credits the church’s di-

rector of music and organist
Billy Fallaw with bringing
back the chime that had been
silent since October.
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Courtney sparks statewide production of masks
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

One phone call made by
Conwayite West Courtney is
reminiscent of the “shot
heard round the world.”
Instead of hanging out with

friends or heading to the
beach, the young man has
used his idle time away from
school to get the entire state
on a mission to save lives.
“I really don’t have the per-

sonality to just sit around and
wait,” said Courtney, a senior
at The Citadel. “After about a
week of sitting inside with the
social distancing, I had to get
my mind off of it and do
something.”

The business administra-
tion major, who is enrolled in
a class focusing on 3D print-
ing, scanning, virtual reality
and CNC drilling, teamed up
with James Bezjian, one of his
professors at The Citadel, to
make masks for the Medical
University of South Carolina,
where staff feared they had
only enough masks to last for
about another week or two.
“So I gave him (Bezjian) a

call when we started online
classes…to see what we’re
doing for our classes, and he
was telling me about the proj-
ect he was working on with
MUSC. I kind of asked him
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STILL RIPE FOR THE PICKING
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L.D. Tyler has been farming most of his 88 years, he said
leaning on his cane at Tyler’s Produce on Tuesday, April 7,
2020. The farm is open for business with pick-your-own

berries and a stocked produce market. It is located off U.S.
378 west of Conway. He said he’s setting tomatoes and will
have “the best you ever had” ready to pick in a month or so.

Even amid virus

concerns, a spring

tradition continues
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Leaning on a dusty cane,
L.D. Tyler surveyed his straw-
berry field.
Folks fanned out in search

of plump, red gems. Elemen-
tary school-age boys darted
between rows. A 2-year-old
girl wobbled as she tried to
balance her bucket. Everyone
spread out in search of the
freckled fruits of spring.
“There ain’t nobody right

side by side,” said Tyler, an oc-
togenarian who has sold pick-
your-own strawberries on his
Conway area farm for some 40
years. “They’re scattered out.”
That’s not by accident. On

Tuesday, Gov. Henry McMas-
ter’s stay-at-home order took
effect. The goal of the man-
date is to slow the spread of
COVID-19, the disease caused
by the new coronavirus. But
there are exceptions to the
order. People can still head to

a store for groceries and other
essential items. They can go
outside for exercise, provided
they stay six feet apart from
other people and avoid
groups of three or more. Pick-
ing strawberries checks two
boxes: recreation and food.
It's also a favorite pastime.
“There’s just something

about picking your own
strawberries,” said Lisa
Williams, who along with her
husband Daniel stopped by
Tyler’s Produce Tuesday
morning. “It’s kind of like
growing your own garden. The
vegetables just taste better.”
The couple lives near the

farm. Their garden typically
supplies them with corn, okra,
squash, bell peppers and po-
tatoes. They raise beef cattle
and chickens, too. But they
look to Tyler's for strawberries.
“We know where they came

from,” Daniel Williams said.

Q. Is it possible that
Santee Cooper trans-
formers mounted on
telephone poles could
cause a constant hum in
a nearby home?
A. Tracy Vreeland, infor-

mation specialist with
Santee Cooper answered
your question.
“A transformer should

not be the cause of hum
inside of your home. Elec-
tricity in the United
States is generated at a
frequency of 60 Hz. This
60 Hz alternating current
is a potential source of
various types of hums.
The same alternating cur-
rent is used inside the
home and a hum may be
heard, for example, in
sound systems or door-
bells. Many appliances in
the home have motors
which may cause a hum
(potential motor issue) or
vibration (potential me-
chanical issue).”

Church
bells bring
comfort

Conway teacher tests positive for

COVID-19 leans on faith, family 
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Nancy Hopkins remem-
bers her father being rushed
onto a stretcher and into an
ambulance outside his Con-
way home.
It was the last time she

saw him.
“I wish I could’ve just said,

‘Daddy, I love you,’” she said.
Hopkins’ father, Robert

Clyde McCord Jr., died April
1 at Conway Medical Center
from complications associ-
ated with COVID-19. He was
83-years-old.
“I’m at peace," his daugh-

ter said. "I know he is at
peace, but it is hard.” 
Unable to visit him, the

final words she spoke to her
dad before he passed were
uttered over the phone.
She told her father she

loved him and would miss
him, lamenting the fact the

two would no longer be able
to dine at restaurants to-
gether. Hopkins also
thanked him for the lessons
he left behind.
“I believe he heard what I

said,” she said.
For Hopkins, the bad

news has piled on lately.
Last week, the longtime

Conway resident found out
she herself had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.
“I was shocked,” she said

about the test results. “It just
blew me away.”
Now, she remains in quar-

antine at home, which she
has called “house arrest.”

“There’s no such thing as
our normal daily lives,” Hop-
kins said.
The past few weeks have

forced her family to rely on
their faith. That's something
they learned from her father. 
McCord read daily devo-

tionals. His favorite Bible
passage was Psalm 23,
which begins, “The Lord is
my shepherd; I shall not
want." He was a member of
Conway's Trinity United
Methodist Church where he
served as Sunday school su-
perintendent for many
years. Hopkins attends the
church, too.

Born in the Oakdale com-
munity of Mecklenburg
County, N.C., McCord lived
there until graduating from
high school. He moved with
his family to Crescent Beach,
later relocating to Conway.
Even after leaving his native
state, his daughter said his
fondness for the Charlotte
area remained.
McCord is survived by a

brother, a son, Hopkins and
several grandchildren. While
not related to him biologi-
cally, Hopkins’ sister, who
has children and grandkids
of her own, was a daughter
to McCord all the same,
Hopkins said.
McCord was predeceased

by two brothers and his wife.
When her mother died in

2007, Hopkins assured her
she would take care of her
dad.
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“I wish I could’ve just said, ‘Daddy, I

love you.’” 

Nancy Hopkins
Conway teacher

Conway native West Court-
ney chose not to sit idle
during his time away from
The Citadel so he got busy
trying to find a way to help
combat the COVID-19 virus.
He got big results!

Getting folks
moving
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