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Horry County voters on Tuesday over-
whelmingly approved extending a 1% sales 
tax for local schools. 

Unofficial results showed that nearly 70% 
of voters supported the 15-year extension. 

“It is a win for the people of Horry 
County,” said Horry County Board of Edu-
cation Chairman Ken Richardson. “It means 
that we were smart enough to realize that 
we could let the tourists help pay for our 
schools.” 

The tax was first approved in 2008. The 
money collected from the levy is divided 
among the county school district, which re-

ceives 80% of the funds, 
Coastal Carolina University 
(13.3%) and Horry-George-
town Technical College 
(6.7%). 

In the months leading up 
to Tuesday’s referendum, 
Horry County Schools offi-
cials stressed that a yes vote 
would not create a new tax 

but would simply continue one that pays 
for constructing schools, facility mainte-
nance and covering debt related to those 
expenses. 

The tax has brought in more than $1 bil-
lion, and officials project it will generate 
nearly twice that over its decade-and-a-half 

lifespan. 
"I am extremely thankful that the penny 

sales tax passed," said incoming school 
board chairman David Cox, who was 
elected Tuesday night.  

"The taxpayers of Horry County under-
stood the importance of its passing and 
rose to the occasion." 

HCS officials pointed out that the sales 
tax allowed the school district to lower the 
property tax rate because of the revenue 
gained from the 1% levy. 

They said the extension would help vot-
ers avoid a steep property tax hike, one that 
would mean thousands of dollars in addi-
tional taxes per year for the owner of a 
$300,000 home. 

About 50% to 60% of the sales tax revenue 
comes from visitors to the county, accord-
ing to HCS officials. 

The results of the referendum are sched-
uled to be certified Friday at the Horry 
County Voter Registration and Elections Of-
fice. 

Had voters not approved the extension, 
that tax would have ended in March 2024. 

Richardson, who unsuccessfully ran for 
Congress this year, said his goal had long 
been to see the sales tax referendum pass. 

“If you had told me, ‘Ken, you could only 
have one,’ I would have given up Congress 
to get the penny passed,” he said. “That’s 
how much it means to me. Because it’s edu-
cation on all three levels.”

Voters say yes to extending sales tax for schools

Cruising to Congress: Fry wins 7th District seat 

CCU QB McCall 
out 3-6 weeks 
SEE A6
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Horry County will soon have a new con-
gressman. 

Russell Fry, the 37-year-old Republican 
state representative from Surfside Beach 
who beat incumbent Tom Rice during the 
GOP Primary, won the South Carolina 7th 
Congressional District general election in 
a landslide Tuesday, according to unoffi-
cial results. The district includes a large 
swath of the Pee Dee region, including 
both Horry and Georgetown counties. 

Riding on what he called the "red wave," 
Fry beat Demo-
cratic candidate 
Daryl Scott of 
Conway. As of 
10:45 p.m. with all 
eight counties in 
the district report-
ing partial results, 
Fry was leading 
the race with 
107,060 votes to 
Scott's 61,049. 

In a speech 
Tuesday night at 

The Boathouse in Myrtle Beach, Fry 
thanked his supporters for spending more 
than a year knocking on doors and making 
phone calls. He said he would fight in 
Washington to secure the southern U.S. 
border, end the opioid epidemic, cut gov-
ernment spending and reduce inflation, 
gas prices and the cost of living. 

“I grew up in a small cinderblock house 
in Surfside Beach," Fry said in his speech. 
"I know what it’s like to live paycheck to 
paycheck and I know how disastrous the 
Biden-Pelosi agenda has been to the 
American family and the American 
worker. And I’m ready to go to Washington 

 
FRY, A3 

“I’m ready to go 

to Washington 

because it’s time 

to fix this mess.” 

Russell Fry 
Congressman-elect
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Russell Fry, U.S. House of Representatives candidate for District 7, addresses the crowd at his own watch party at the Boathouse on Tuesday. 
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