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Estelle S. Wright was a
member of Loris City
Council for two decades
beginning in 1994.
And even

though she
passed
away in
March of
this year at
the age of
97, her lega-
cy lives on
through a
generous
donation
made by her estate to the
city.
On Sept. 18, Loris Mayor

Todd Harrelson and Interim
City Administrator Dennis
Drozdak accepted a check
for $225,000 from the
Wright estate to be used to
help pay down the debt
owed on the city’s Public
Safety Building.
The building, dedicated

in 2012, cost the city $1.14
million and is being paid off
over 40 years.
Harrelson said he was

overwhelmed when he was
informed of the gift the city
was receiving but he was
not surprised because he

knew how generous Wright
was all of her life.
“I thought a lot of her.

Her love for Loris and its

people was always being
shown,” he said.
Drozdak said the gift

came as a surprise when

the city received a letter
from her trust company in
July informing them of the
donation. He said she creat-
ed the trust in 1985.
“It’s astounding someone

would be that generous.
That is a lot of money. We
get donations of $5,000 or
$10,000 on occasion. I have
never seen that magnitude
in my time,” he said.
The construction of the

public safety building was
the final major capital
improvement projects
Wright helped approve dur-
ing her decades on council.
In 2014, when she retired

from her council seat,
Wright was honored for her
decades of service.
She was presented a key

to the city by former Mayor
David Stoudenmire.
“God gave many talents

to Estelle Wright, and she
has used them all for the
betterment of Loris,”
Stoudenmire said as he
made the presentation.
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Weather
High 87, mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 69, mostly clear

THURSDAY

High 89, sunny

FRIDAY

High 89, sunny

SATURDAY

High 88, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Goretown Missionary Baptist
Church, formerly Community
Baptist Church, 581 Hwy. 348,
Loris, will have revival Sept.
22- 27. Sunday service will
begin at 5 p.m. and Monday
through Friday at 7 p.m.
Guest speakers will be the
Rev. Jon Johnson and the
Rev. Clayton Rivenbark.

Goretown Missionary Baptist
Church, 581 Hwy. 348, Loris,
will be having a fifth Sunday
night sing featuring Sonny
Clardy at 5 p.m., Sept. 29.

Goretown Missionary Baptist
Church, 581 Hwy. 348, Loris,
will be having Old Fashion -
Harvest Day Sunday, Oct. 6
at 10 a.m. Come for some
old fashion singing and
preaching dinner on grounds
to follow service.

Good Hope Baptist Church
will be celebrating “HOME-
COMING 2019” Sunday, Oct.
6, at 10:30 a.m. Our choir and
others will lift you to higher
ground singing about the
Lord Jesus Christ! The Rev.

Laneir Singleton will be
bringing the message for the
day. After the service, a deli-
cious meal will be provided.
Everyone is invited to
attend. Good Hope Baptist
Church is located off of U.S.
701, between Conway and
Loris, at 6101 Privetts Road,
Conway. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at
843-365-6242. 

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each

month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South US
Highway 701 Bypass, Tabor
City, N.C. For additional infor-
mation on our meetings and
or the Lions Club’s organiza-
tion, call Lion Jim Murph at
756-7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an all
volunteer service organiza-
tion organized in 1938 where
men and women have an
organized way of approach-
ing community problems
through service and fund

raising activities, meets at 7
p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For addi-
tional information call
Charles Webster at 756-4300.

Contract awarded for
Loris City Hall repairs 

FILE PHOTO

Sellers General Construction, LLC, will repair Loris City Hall’s damage done by flooding rains of Hurricane Florence in
2018. The work should be completed in early 2020.
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Things are progressing
for the repairs to Loris City
Hall to be complete in
early 2020.
That is what Mayor Todd

Harrelson had to say now
that a contract to do the
work has been awarded.
During a recent meeting,

Loris City Council voted to
approve the hiring of
Sellers General

Construction, LLC, to
repair the damage caused
by the flooding rains of
Hurricane Florence in
2018.
That company says it

can do the work at a cost
of $336,856. Carter and
Gordon, LLC of Little River
submitted a bid of
$616,400.
The cost of the work is

being paid by FEMA which
has already allocated near-
ly $343,000 for the project.

“By the time all the
paperwork is done, and
they get everything lined
up they need, hopefully in
the next couple of weeks,
we will be started,”
Harrelson said. “And hope-
fully we will be finished by
the deadline and we will
be back in city hall by
February or March.”
While the exterior of the

building will look the same
as it did before the dam-
age, there will be some

changes inside.
The jury box that was in

the room used by Loris
City Council will be gone
which will make room for
more seating, Harrelson
said.
He said there will be a

new customer lobby and
the office staff will be sep-
arated by a door, which
was not the case previous-
ly. He said this is being
done for the safety of the
workers.

Loris planning for
a "tremendous"
holiday season
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

With the month of
October just a few days
away, Loris leaders are busy
preparing for the upcoming
holiday season.
This year, the city is

expected to be more festive
than ever as new lights and
displays are being added to
bring even more Christmas
joy.
Mayor Todd Harrelson

said the city is using hospi-
tality funds to purchase new
Christmas lights. The bid
process for companies
wanting the contract is now
taking place. He said he
hopes the order is placed
this week.
He said the new lights will

be added to the ones the
city already has that will be
on display.
“We are trying to add on

and make Loris look nicer.
We are using it as a tourist
draw and we want the chil-

dren to be happy,”
Harrelson said. “We want
people to see what Loris has
just like they want to see
what other cities have.”
Harrelson said there will

be a “Twelve Days of
Christmas” celebration in
the city that will include a
variety of activities and dis-
plays, such as a Santa sleigh
that can be used for family
photos.
There also will be an ani-

mated light display that will
make it look like a sleigh is
taking off near the railroad
tracks, the mayor said.
“There will be a lot of new

additions. We will have a
tremendous display area
down Main Street. We will
have lights going across
Main Street like you are
going through a light tun-
nel,” he said.
He added there will be no

charge to enjoy the displays.
Harrelson said the lights

will be on sometime around
Thanksgiving. 

Estelle Wright's generosity continues six months after her death

Mayor Todd Harrelson and Interim City Administrator Dennis Drozdak with the check the city received from the Wright estate. 
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Wright

Brandon Council
trial underway
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Authorities found sev-
eral items in a Mercedes-
Benz Brandon Council
paid for -- including a
loaded revolver and a pil-
lowcase containing thou-

sands of dollars --
according to evidence
presented during his trial
in federal court.
The Wilson, N.C., man’s

jury trial began this past
week in Florence.
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