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KEARNEY — Bulldog 
student journalists in the 
Kearney School District are 
making a name for them-
selves by earning local, state 
and national recognitions.

PSA awards

For their efforts in making 
public service announce-
ments about bullying, 
Dillon McElwee and Mac 
Dunn claimed second place 
in the national Buddies not 
Bullies It All Starts with 
You high school PSA com-
petition with their video 
“What’s Up Snapchat.” 
Buddies Not Bullies is a pro-
gram that educated chil-
dren in bullying awareness 
and intervention.

Last year, two Kearney 
High School students 

earned honorable mention 
in this category for the 
national competition.

Miles Strain, Ethan 
McMullen, Stone Walden 
and Zach Zurliene took first 

place in the competition in 

HOLT – Although only 
incumbents Jerry Nicas and 
John Franke filed for the 
two open seats on the Holt 
Board of Aldermen for the 
April 7 ballot, there will be 
an election as voters will 
have a write-in option.

In Holt, aldermen serve 
at large, meaning there are 
no wards. Each alderman 
serves a two-year term.

Holt aldermen 
will have 

ballot April 7

METRO CREATIVE

For election news throughout 
2020, look for this logo in future 
editions of the Courier-Tribune. 
Candidate questionnaires for 
various elected offices around 
Clay County will begin being 
published in the Feb. 13 edition.

Kearney student journalists earn 
recognition for broadcasting, yearbook
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Kearney Middle and High School students were honored by the school board in January for 
capturing a long list of student journalism awards in state and national competitions. Students 
were honored for yearbook and broadcasting efforts.
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SMITHVILLE — Smithville firefighters 
rushed to Smithville Lake at about 8:45 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 1, after coyote hunters called 
about drowning deer that fell through the ice.

“There were four total,” Smithville Area 
Fire Protection District Chief Dave Cline said. 
“We got them out and loaded them into a 
pick-up truck.”

One deer died after being brought to shore, 
but the other three were relocated by the 
Missouri Department of Conservation to a 
“sunny spot up and away,” Cline said.

As soon as the deer warmed up, Cline 
added, the three were up and frolicking, 
seemingly healthy.

Northwest Editor Sean Roberts can be reached at sean.
roberts@mycouriertribune.com or 389-6606. 

Smithville firefighters 
save drowning deer
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Smithville Area Fire Protection District responded 
to a call about four deer that fell through ice at 
Smithville Lake Saturday, Feb. 1. Three of the 
four survived.
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L
IBERTY — Belvoir Winery and Inn, 
located at 1325 Odd Fellows Road 
off Missouri Highway 291, has been 

featured on several cable television shows 
thanks to its unique history and alleged 
hauntings.

In 2013, the winery was examined by 
a paranormal team for “Ghost Hunters.” 
In 2016, “Ghost Adventures” came out. 

In 2019, a team from “Kindred Spirits” 
stopped for the night and the historic loca-
tion was also featured on “Most Terrifying 
Places in America.” Then, in October of last 
year, Belvoir was visited by the crew from 
History Channel’s “American Pickers.”

Jesse Leimkuehler, who handles the 
daily operations at the Liberty winery, said 
“American Pickers” team asked if he and 
his wife, Melissa Leimkuehler, wanted to 
focus on the paranormal. The couple decid-
ed instead to look at the antiques in the 
basement, the ties to the Odd Fellows and 
the family history of Dr. John Bean and 
his wife, Marsha Bean, Melissa’s parents, 
who made the investment in the winery 10 

Belvoir Winery again 
feature of cable show 

AS SEEN ON TV
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The former Odd Fellows building that is now Belvoir Winery in Liberty is featured on 
the History Channel’s “American Pickers.”

BY AMANDA LUBINSKI
amanda.lubinski@mycouriertribune.com

GLADSTONE — A local man was charged 
with second-degree murder and felony 
endangering the welfare of a child after a 
2-year-old boy in his care found a handgun 
and shot himself.

Christopher Ray Ellis, 30, was indicted by 
a Clay County grand jury on the charges 

this month. Bond is set at $250,000.
According to police and court documents, 

upon responding to the scene Sept. 24, offi-
cers found a child with a gunshot wound. 
The child was rushed to an area hospital by 
emergency personnel but was pronounced 
dead at the hospital.

The indictment alleges Ellis failed to prop-
erly secure a handgun and failed to properly 
supervise that child.

Gladstone man charged with 
murder after child shoots self
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KINGDOM UNITED

As the Liberty 
Memorial Tower 
stands as a beacon 
in the background, 
downtown Kansas 
City becomes a sea 
of red as the Chiefs 
Kingdom shows up 
in full force in front 
of Union Station, 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
for the Chiefs’ Super 
Bowl championship 
parade and rally. For 
more Chiefs content, 
see Page C11.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C5&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A10&uuid=ef5275bb-4027-5de4-af0c-cf35d75acb12

