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KANSAS CITY — After 
a man was found shot to 
death at a Northland gas 
station Feb. 1, investigators 
are still searching for a sus-
pect. A photo of a woman 
had been circulated on 
social media, but she was 
identified as a witness, said 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office 

Division Commander and 
Public Information Officer 
Capt. Robert Hays.

“Investigators are still 
working it and still fol-
lowing some leads it has 
received through the TIPS 
Hotline,” he said.

Hays said a description 
of the possible suspect 
involved in the shooting 
has been generated and the 

Area homicide 
suspect sought

METRO CREATIVE

Clay County deputies seek a suspect described as a Black male 
with braids in his hair that stands about 6 feet tall in connection 
with a fatal shooting at a Northland gas station.
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KEARNEY — Like many 
cities before it, Kearney seeks 
voter approval of a use tax, 
which will be on the April 
ballot. If approved, it would 
mean purchases from out-
of-state vendors delivered to 
a Kearney address would be 
taxed just as an item pur-
chased in a Kearney store is.

“It creates a level play-
ing field for our local busi-
nesses and provides needed 
funding for important city 

services,” said Mayor Randy 
Pogue. “It is not a double 
tax. You are charged a use or 
sales tax, never both.”

If approved, the measure 
would generate roughly 
$600,000 annually for the 
city while also preserving 
current revenues from vehi-
cle sales tax collections that 
will end in November 2022, 
if not approved by voters.

“A use tax, or a vehicle 
sales tax, must be adopted by 
a state-imposed deadline of 
November 2022 in order for 
the city to preserve current 

vehicle sales tax collections. 
Loss of this critical revenue 
source will have a detrimental 
budgetary effect on Kearney 
if not approved by Kearney 
voters. This will also provide 
new revenues to address crit-
ical infrastructure repairs, 
park improvements, added 
public services like animal 
control, police equipment, 
etc.,” said the mayor. “All 
these items effect property 
value, which in turn effects 
our entire community.”

According to the Missouri 
Department of Revenue, 

Missouri cannot require out-
of-state companies that do 
not have nexus or a “direct 
connection” with the state 
to collect and remit use tax. 
If an out-of-state seller does 
not collect use tax from the 
purchaser, the purchaser is 
responsible for remitting the 
use tax to Missouri.

“A seller not engaged in 
business is not required to 
collect Missouri tax, but the 
purchaser in these instances 
is responsible for remitting 
use tax to Missouri. A pur-
chaser is required to file a 

use tax return if the cumu-
lative purchases subject to 
use tax exceed $2,000 in 
a calendar year,” states the 
DOR website. “Any vendor 
and its affiliates selling tan-
gible personal property to 
Missouri customers should 
collect and pay sales or use 
tax in order to be eligible to 
receive Missouri state con-
tracts, regardless of whether 
that vendor or affiliate has 
nexus with Missouri.”

Currently, almost half of 
the cities in Missouri have 
a similar use tax on the 

books, including some in the 
Northland. To help promote 
the local effort, Kearney cre-
ated an educational video 
for voters.

“Platte City was successful 
last year with a use tax and 
used a similar video,” said 
Pogue.

The video can be seen 
online by searching the 
city’s YouTube channel.

Managing Editor Amanda 
Lubinski can be reached at amanda.
lubinski@mycouriertribune.com or 
903-6001.

Kearney puts use tax to voters on April ballot
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Abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass once quoted, “It is 
easier to build strong chil-
dren than to repair broken 
men.” For Adrion Johnson, 
the chance to have mentors 
has been helpful in giving 
him direction and helping 
shape his future.

Johnson started work-
ing at 15 at McDonald’s. In 
doing so, he found his men-
tor in Area Supervisor Tim 
Powell.

Johnson, who works at 
the McDonald’s at 9701 N. 
Ash Ave. outside of Liberty, 
serves as the location’s assis-
tant general manager. He 
can be seen filling in for 
runners, aiding customers 
and assisting staff.

Franchise owner Lisa 
Essig, who also owns several 
other restaurants in north-
west Missouri, said the first 
words that pop in her mind 
when she thinks of Johnson 
are “an incredibly impressive 

young man.”
“Certainly with AJ, I can 

see him moving through 
the development program 
and watching him become a 
store manager,” she said.

Johnson, who calls his 
single mother his inspira-
tion, is one of three kids. His 
older sister has health issues, 
but takes care of his grand-
mother. The younger brother 
is still navigating school.

“I have seen my mom 
work hard,” Johnson said. 
“She is one of the reasons 
I allow myself no excuses. 
Throughout my years with 
McDonald’s, I know the help 
I provide her is worth it.”

As a 24-year-old Black 
man, Johnson said his career 
choice offers a chance to 
learn about different cul-
tures and abilities.

“I think we can all learn 
to be better. I like to be that 
better person. As a leader, 
I strive to instill a positive 
and strong work ethic,” he 
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Kearney, Liberty and 
Smithville street crews have 
been out in force since 
Saturday, Feb. 6, spreading 
salt and plowing streets. 
However, with snow show-
ers Sunday and Monday and 
those predicted through 
the week, communities are 
using up their salt storage 
supplies.

Liberty
In Liberty, Public Works 

Director Sherri McIntyre 
said the city has gone 
through about 500 tons of 
salt this season alone and 
placed an order for 400 

more tons.
“Unfortunately, with 

this extreme cold snap 
and the predicted stretch, 
salt doesn’t really work at 
these temperatures,” she 
said. “Salt needs about 15 
degrees or warmer, and 

some sunshine helps.”
Many departments are 

hedging on plowing streets 
bare. In some areas, a layer 
of snow actually provides 
some traction, McIntyre 
said.

“We are fighting these 

temps,” she said. “None of 
this is ideally what we like 
to look for, but we are try-
ing to offer the best possible 
solution for traffic.”

Currently, Liberty’s 

Northland 
cities using 
salt supplies, 
plowing 
hundreds 
of miles

COURIER-TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Snow plow and road treatment crews work to remove snow from roads every year in the Northland. 
Current single-digit temperatures hamper salt treatments.

WINTER ROAD CONDITIONS

Restaurant assistant manager serves as role model

KELLIE HOUX/STAFF PHOTO

Tim Powell, area supervisor, and Adrion Johnson, assistant general manager at the McDonald’s 
location on Ash Avenue near Liberty, pose as the two share stories about mentorship and hard work.
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