
organizations that can look 
into what we do. I would say 
if that is true for physicians, 
police are the same way.”

Debbie said her views of 
racial matters and issues 
with equality have changed 
since the couple’s daughters 

began college.
“I’m ashamed to admit 

that I didn’t think racism 
was as big of a problem as 
it is,” she said. “With my 
daughters going off to 
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SMITHVILLE — While 
holding signs denouncing 
racism that included state-
ments such as “White privi-
lege is real, skin color is not 
a crime and racism is a pan-
demic,” throngs of Smithville 
children, young adults and 
parents lined downtown 
Smithville’s Main Street 
Monday, June 8, as they took 
part in a Black Lives Matter 
protest.

The local protest came in 
the wake of deaths elsewhere 
in the nation of George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor, African 
Americans who were killed by 
police during encounters with 
officers. Their deaths, along 
with those of other minori-
ties in recent months and 
years, have sparked outrage 

in communities across the 
nation, with protesters tak-
ing to the streets in recent 
days and weeks to demand 
racial equality and justice for 
those killed as a result of police 
action.

One group at the Smithville 
protest was the Guptas, 
a mixed-race family that 
includes parents Debbie 
and Ganesh and daughters 
Autumn and Leeta. Ganesh, 
who wore his U.S. Army uni-
form and held a sign that 
read, “Remember Kent State,” 
commented on the state of 
policing in the U.S., saying 
oversight is needed.

“We are both physicians,” 
Ganesh said of himself and 
his wife. “Over the course of 
the last 25 years, I’ve heard so 
many times that physicians 
cannot police themselves. 
Therefore, we have so many 

Homes tour back on
After being delayed due to COVID-19, spring homes 
tour rescheduled to start this weekend | Page B10

Northland 

Family
Get tips for 
outdoor safety, 
choosing the right 
campsite and 
keeping cooling 
costs low in time 
for summer | 
Pages B1-B4
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KANSAS CITY — Law enforcement 
officials are investigating a homicide 
after being called Monday, June 8, 
to a shooting at the Price Chopper 
grocery store off Ash Avenue in 
Kansas City, which is near Missouri 
Highway 291 and Cookingham Drive 
in Liberty.

At the scene around 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, police tape lined the 

parking lot as investigators began 
interviewing witnesses. Kansas City 
police officer and Spokesperson Doaa 
El-Ashkar said officers arrived on 
scene between 5 and 5:30 p.m.

At the scene, officers found a white 
male dead in a dark, four-door car. 
The deceased man has been identi-
fied as 21-year-old Trinton Phillips 
of Excelsior Springs and was the 
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Debbie and Ganesh Gupta stand Monday, June 8, in the 100 
block of Main Street in Smithville to protest during a Black 
Lives Matter demonstration.
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About 70 people came to downtown Smithville Monday, June 8, to protest for civil rights during a Black Lives Matter protest.

BY AMANDA LUBINSKI
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KANSAS CITY — Police 
are looking for Marina 
Bischoff, 39, a woman last 
seen leaving the Kansas 
City Police’s Shoal Creek 
Patrol Division in the 
Northland, located at 
6801 NE Pleasant Valley 
Road, on the morning of 
May 28.

According to a Kansas 
City police release, 
Bischoff was arrested after 
10:30 p.m. May 27 on 
an allegation of driving 
under the influence and 
leaving the scene of an 
accident.

“She was released on a 

Police 
searching  

for missing 
KC woman

1 dead in Price Chopper parking lot shooting
Kansas City Police 
are looking for a 
suspect involved 
in the shooting 
death of a man 
that took place 
Monday, June 8, 
in a Price Chopper 
parking lot.
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SEEKING CHANGE
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CLAY COUNTY — 
Pleasant Valley Manor Care 
Center, a nursing home 
facility off Sobbie Road 
near Liberty in Pleasant 
Valley, has been hit with an 
outbreak of COVID-19 that 
includes a death, accord-
ing to Clay County Public 
Health Center Executive 
Director Gary Zaborac. 
The outbreak includes at 
least 37 cases confirmed 
by the public health center 
Friday, June 5, with more 
case reports expected.

“At this point, it is too 
early in the process to know 
exactly how the outbreak 

started,” said Zaborac. “We 
are in the beginning stages 
of the investigation.”

Care center Admini-
strator LaDonna Vaughan 
told the Courier-Tribune 
Monday, June 8, there are 
roughly 49 cases she knows 
of at the facility between 
residents and staff and that 
she was first alerted to a 
staff member testing pos-
itive for coronavirus May 
28.

“From that point on, we 
initiated doing mass test-
ing on every one of our 
residents and everyone 
on our staff because we 
are starting to see a lot of 
asymptomatic positives,” 
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