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Government entities across the Northland 
will have questions posed to voters on the 
Nov. 2 ballot. The following is a brief run-
down of those questions.

Clay County
Clay County voters will decide to contin-

ue or stop the existing one-eighth cent sales 
tax that funds about 25% of the sheriff’s 
office annual budget. The sales tax has been 
in place since 1998 and is put to voters for 
renewal every 12 years. In the last fiscal year, 
it generated about $5 million.

The Clay County Commission voted to 
remove the 12-year sunset on the tax in 
the upcoming ballot language, meaning if 
renewed this November, it will no longer 
need to be voted on every dozen years by the 
electorate. The county commission however, 
could repeal the tax at any time.

The question posed to voters is “Shall the 
county of Clay extend and impose a county-
wide sales tax at the rate of one-eighth of 1% 
for the purpose of providing law enforce-
ment services for the county to include 
maintenance of current law enforcement 
facilities and all operational costs to provide 
for the incarceration of inmates, including 
additional law enforcement personnel?”

This tax, if continued, will not increase the 
county’s current sales tax levy. If approved, 
the county commission will annually appro-
priate the funds, with the funds audited 
annually.

Kearney
Voters in Kearney city limits will again be 

asked to approve a use tax. The question was 
last put to voters on the April ballot.

The question on the November ballot 
reads, “Shall the city of Kearney impose a 

local use tax at the same rate as the total 
local sales tax rate, provided that if the local 
sales tax rate is reduced or raised by voter 
approval, the local use tax rate shall also be 
reduced or raised by the same action?”

If approved, it will mean purchases from 
out-of-state vendors delivered to a Kearney 
address will be taxed as an item purchased 
in a Kearney store is. The measure would 
generate roughly $600,000 annually for the 
city.

In addition, if the ballot question is not 
approved, some of the city’s current reve-
nue, to the tune of roughly $200,000, is at 

risk as the city currently receives sales tax 
revenue when a resident purchases a car 
from out-of-state. If a use tax is not adopted 
by November 2022, that revenue will be lost.

If passed, the use tax would only be 
applied to purchases from out-of-state ven-
dors for delivery and use in Kearney. The tax 
would be equivalent to sales tax applied to 
local purchases.

“It’s one or the other, never both. A pur-
chase would not be taxed twice,” states a 
city release.

If the tax is approved, $150,000 would 
allow for hiring two police officers and 

providing them squad vehicles; $100,000 
would provide for the city’s first animal con-
trol officer and needed equipment; $200,000 
would help create Hall Park, a park dedicated 
to seniors, as well as fund new pickleball 
courts; and $150,000 would be dedicated 
to a Nation Road sidewalk that would run 
from Cottonwood Creek Avenue north to 
Woodridge Road.

Holt Community Fire  
Protection District

Residents who live in the Holt Community 
Fire Protection District of Clay and Clinton 
counties will be asked to vote on a tax levy 
to fund district operations.

The question reads, “Shall the Holt 
Community Fire Protection District of Clay 
and Clinton counties, Missouri be autho-
rized to levy an additional operating tax 
levy of not more than $0.35 per $100 
assessed valuation to provide funds for the 
operation of the district?”

According to district leadership, if passed, 
the added tax will cost a district patron with 
a $185,000 residence about $96.81 annually 
and about $23 annually for a person with a 
$20,000 vehicle.

Funds would pay for equipment and 
personnel.

Village of Oakwood Park
In addition to other questions on the 

ballot, the Village of Oakwood Park is seek-
ing approval of a special $300 annual tax. 
The questions reads, “Shall a special tax 
be assessed annually against each resident 
household of the Village of Oakwood Park in 
the sum of $300.00 for a period of 10 years, 
which will be used only for sewer mainte-
nance and street maintenance?”

Managing Editor Amanda Lubinski can be reached at 
amanda.lubinski@mycouriertribune.com or 903-6001.
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LIBERTY — Amador 
Barbosa turned 100 years 
old Tuesday, Oct. 26. There 
was a celebration with 
friends and family at his 
current residence, Our 
Lady of Mercy Country 
Home.

Barbosa is all smiles and 
shrugs as he thinks about 
hitting the century mark.

“It crept up on me,” he 
said. “I have lived an active 
life and before I knew it, I 

grew old.”
In the hallway, a bright 

red scooter sits waiting for 
its owner. Barbosa said he 
has to enjoy those wheels 
now.

“I drove until I was 97,” 
he said. “My son took 
my keys. I miss it, I went 
everywhere. I love to drive. 
I have to settle for the 
chariot in the hall.”

The driving loss was said 
in jest as Barbosa under-
stands that he has aged.

Barbosa takes some med-
ication, but he eats what 

he wants. His parents, who 
came from the Mexican 
state of Guanajuato, 
instilled a love of fresh 
foods and freshly-prepared 
dishes.

“My parents ran the 
city’s first Mexican restau-
rant,” he said. “There were 
lots of favorite meals. I 
learned Mexican from my 
parents. Italian from the 
neighbors we lived next to 
and my second wife and I 
explored improving recipes 

WWII vet marks 100th birthday
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Amador Barbosa, a World War II vet, turned 100 years old Tuesday, Oct. 26. There was a 
celebration with friends and family at his current residence in Our Lady of Mercy Country Home.

Following federal guid-
ance issued from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Missouri 
Department of Health and 
Senior Services has amended 

the state’s standing orders 
for Moderna and Janssen 
(Johnson & Johnson) 
COVID-19 vaccine admin-
istration for those who are 
eligible for a booster shot, 

according to a state press 
release.

For individuals who 
received a Pfizer-BioNTech 

Moderna, J&J COVID-19 
booster shots now available
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SMITHVILLE — Weekly, Smithville School District lead-
ership collects data on COVID-19 positivity rates as well as 
quarantines among students and staff in schools and the 
central office. Starting Monday, Nov. 1, depending on what 
the newly-implemented gating criteria shows, masks may be 
optional under certain conditions.

Denise Harwood, student services director for the district, 
created gating criteria after the September school board meet-
ing. Other districts around the state implement masking and 
other safety protocols based on factors such as number of cases 
per school and student population, plus they are creating gat-
ing criteria specific to their districts.

As of Oct. 2, there were 2,858 in schools, which include stu-
dents, staff and other personnel. Harwood set up the criteria 
in a green, yellow and red color scheme with green being 1% 
or less of a school building’s population testing positive or 
being in quarantine, yellow for 1.1 to 4% infection and quar-
antine rate and red for 4.1% or more.

Smithville data 
could alter school 

mask-wearing

VACCINE/Page A2

COVID-19/Page A2VETERAN/Page A2

http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C1&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C2&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7
http://mycouriertribune.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=d5e417eb-7daf-5d5f-b324-ffb3ed0347a7

