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SMITHVILLE — Like many 
across the Kansas City metro 
area, people in Smithville 
are mourning the loss of 
Blaize Madrid-Evans, a 2018 
Smithville High School grad-

uate and new 
Independence 
Police officer 
who lost his life 
in the line of 
duty last week.

On Sept. 
15, after only 
18 days on 
patrol and two 
months after 
g r a d u a t i n g 

from the police academy, 
Madrid-Evans was shot during 
an exchange of gun fire with 
a man being sought for vio-
lating parole on a firearm 
conviction. Accompanied 
by his field training officer, 
Madrid-Evans was respond-
ing around noon to a resi-
dence in the 2440 block of 
South Northern Boulevard in 
Independence at the time of 
the shooting.

Cody Harrison, the suspect 
in the fatal shooting, was 
previously arrested by Kansas 
Police with a handgun Sept. 
2. According to police and 
court reports, in accordance 
with state law, Harrison was 
released after 24 hours. As of 
Monday, Sept. 20, he had yet 
to be charged in that inci-
dent. However, the convicted 

felon does face other charges 
from other incidents includ-
ing burglary and stealing.

Dan Ulledahl, a Smithville 
alderman and owner of 
Chop’s BBQ in downtown 
Smithville, remembers 
Madrid-Evans as hardwork-
ing and a “good kid we lost 
way too young.”

“He was very smart, very 
intelligent. He thought a lot 
about what he wanted to do 
and where he wanted to do it 
and went,” said the city lead-
er and business owner.

Madrid-Evans worked 
in Ulledahl’s restaurant 
between 2017 and 2018, first 
as kitchen help, then as a 
server after learning all there 

was to know in the kitchen.
When he was old enough, 

Madrid-Evans couldn’t resist 
the call to serve his commu-
nity further, and he joined 
the military, said Ulledahl.

“But even after that, he did 
come back and worked here 
a while before starting his 
EMT training and starting 
his career,” said the restau-
rant owner.

Ulledahl said Madrid-
Evans was selfless and a 
“hero” who was passionate 
about his career.

“He was working as an 
EMT during COVID. We talk-
ed about that and he said 
it was rough, but he still 
wanted to do more in the 

community,” Ulledahl said. 
“… We need to give all our 
young people and our people 
support in what they want to 
do and make sure everybody 
is trying to keep them safe.”

“Blaize was an amazing 
kid and he was always kind 
and caring,” Mindy Lloyd, 
a spokeswoman for the 
Smithville School District, 
told Kansas City reporters. 
“He had a genuine heart. It is 
a loss to our community. It is 
a loss to law enforcement as 
a whole.”

“So kind. That’s what real-
ly stood out to me is just his 
kindness,” Smithville High 
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LIBERTY — Shawn 
Garland, owner and art-
ist at The Artisan Market, 
118 N. Main St., Suite B 
in Liberty, has been help-
ing with the Liberty Fall 
Festival Committee and 
found out some spaces 
won’t have vendors this 
week so she hatched a 
plan. She will be coordi-
nating a chalk art contest.

The event begins when 
booths open at 11 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 24.

Garland said she wants 
to have two age groups 

Chalk art 
contest 

part of fall 
festival
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GLENAIRE — Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office has 
determined the death of 
three relatives found dead 
in a Glenaire home this 
summer was not the result 
of foul play.

Deputies first responded 
to the scene to conduct a 
welfare check about 1 p.m. 
July 21 at the residence in 
the 400 block of Wherritt 
Lane, after a neighbor 
reported not seeing one 
of the residents for some 
time. Deputies located 
66-year-old Roger Wilfong, 
his 67-year-old sister Mary 
Wilfong and their 99-year-
old mother Virginia King 
deceased inside. They also 
found a deceased dog.

“The house was secure 
and deputies had to force 
entry. All three deceased 
family members were locat-
ed seated in the living 
room and appeared to have 
been there for some time,” 
states a sheriff’s office press 
release.

According to the sheriff’s 
office, the investigation 
determined Roger was the 
caretaker for his mother 
and sister.

“They both had exten-
sive health issues and could 
not move about the home 
without his assistance. An 
autopsy determined Roger 
Wilfong died from chok-
ing on food, most likely on 
June 21,” states the release. 

“Autopsy results stated 
Mary Wilfong and Virginia 
King died from undeter-
mined causes, but there was 
no evidence of foul play or 
drugs or alcohol.”

The investigation 
revealed that without 
Roger’s care, Mary and 
King were unable to access 
the food, water, medication 
and sanitation they needed, 
which may have contribut-
ed to their deaths the fol-
lowing month.

“Investigators also deter-
mined the air conditioning 
may not have been work-
ing. The temperatures in 
the month between when 
Roger Wilfong died on June 
21 and when the bodies 
were discovered on July 21 
were well into the 90s on 
multiple occasions, which 
also could have contribut-
ed to the deaths of Mary 
Wilfong and Virginia 
King,” states the sheriff’s 
office release.

A veterinarian who con-
ducted a necropsy on the 
dog stated the animal was 
too decomposed to deter-
mine the cause of death. 
Investigators found food 
in the home for the dog, 
but no water. The dog was 
located deceased next to a 
bathroom toilet.

More on this developing 
story will be released as 
details become available.

Managing Editor Amanda Lubinski 
can be reached at amanda.

lubinski@mycouriertribune.com or 
903-6001.

No foul play 
found in death 
of 3 in Glenaire

Smithville mourns loss 

of officer Madrid-Evans

Blaize Madrid-

Evans as high 

school senior.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Blaize Madrid-Evans, front right, plays bingo with seniors as part of his Interact Club volunteerism 
while he was a student at Smithville High School.
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Kearney festival brings out country cuties

Check out a photo page full of fun from Kearney’s 
Jesse James Festival | Page C8

Liberty 

Fall 

Festival
A guide to all 
this weekend’s 
festival fun is 
included in 
this edition | 
INSIDE
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KEARNEY — Months after 
social media allegations 
swirled and an investiga-
tion began in Kearney, the 
Clay County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office charged 
Kearney teacher Bryant 
Hummel with misdemeanor 
sexual misconduct.

In April, district leaders 
were made aware of allega-
tions possibly involving a 
Kearney School District staff 
member that were circulat-
ing on social media. The 
name of the staff member 
was not released by the dis-
trict. The social media alle-
gations included reports of 
a high school teacher, who 
was also a coach, being 
escorted off school property 
by law enforcement.

In April, Kearney Police 
Public Information Officer 
John Stewart said no arrests 
had been made at that 
point and that he could not 
“confirm or deny there’s an 
investigation ongoing.”

Kearney School District 
Communications Director 
Ray Weikal said Wednesday, 
Sept. 22, the district was 
aware of the charge filed 
and that Hummel had been 
placed on administrative 
leave and not allowed on 
school property.

Hummel has been a math 
teacher and defensive line 
football and assistant girls 
wrestling coach in Kearney 
for several years. Hummel 
was removed from a coach-
ing staff roster this summer 
ahead of the start of the 
school year.

“The safety of students is 
always our top priority. KSD 
takes all student concerns 
and allegations seriously, 

investigates them pursuant 
to district policies, and fully 
cooperates with state agen-
cies and law enforcement,” 
said Weikal in a statement.

According to the prob-
able cause statement, an 
investigation began after a 
school district administrator 
learned of accusations that 
Hummel exposed himself to 
two students.

The two students told 

investigators the incident 
happened after school when 
the pair were being assisted 
with homework in Hummel’s 
classroom.

“Hummel did tell them 
if they told anyone, it 
would jeopardize their 
grades ...,” states the proba-
ble cause statement written 
by Kearney Police Sgt. Ron 

Kearney teacher faces sexual misconduct charge
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Bryant Hummel, seen here during a recent Missouri Class 3 wrestling state tournament as a Kearney 
coach, has been charged with misdemeanor sexual misconduct.
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