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Kristi Soligo Fleshman may be a 
familiar name. She has been in the 
real estate business since 1997 and 
leads her own RE/MAX Revolution 
team in the Northland.

Things changed in September 
2018 for the area leader.

Fleshman, who is diligent with 
mammograms and even pays extra 
for the 3D mammography had a 
clear report in March.

“Then I started training for 
the Kansas City half marathon,” 
she said. “Wearing a sports bra, I 
noticed something and figured it 
was a clogged sweat gland which I 
have had and blamed it on that.”

Weeks went by and Fleshman’s 
husband said the “cyst” didn’t seem 
right.

“It was about the size of a lima 
bean in my left breast,” Fleshman 
said. “I know I let it go too long.”

Women’s Imaging Center at 
Liberty Hospital medical director 
Dr. Amy Patel was the one who 
told Fleshman it was cancer, stage 
2. After that diagnosis, Fleshman 
visited Dr. Elizabeth Butler, breast 
surgeon with Saint Luke’s Cancer 
Institute at Liberty Hospital, who 
recommended genetic testing. 
Fleshman knew she had a pater-
nal aunt and a first cousin on her 
father’s side that had breast cancer.

Fleshman went through chemo-
therapy, a mastectomy of the left 
breast, 33 rounds of radiation and 
breast reconstruction.

“Initially I didn’t want to know 
the cancer stage, rather I was 
‘Let’s go,’” she said. “I wanted to 
speak with an oncologist and start 

moving. I ended up getting a third 
opinion and having a St. Luke’s 
doctor. I ended up with a port for 
chemo. My cancer responded well 
and I had six rounds of chemo 
every three weeks.”

In February 2019, Fleshman had 
her mastectomy and then radiation. 
Fleshman said she wanted to have 
the bulk of her treatment at Liberty 
Hospital. She served on the Liberty 
Hospital Foundation board of direc-
tors since 2012, including a turn as 
president.

“I was doing OK until about week 
three of radiation,” she explained. 
“It was hard. There was peeling and 
blistering. Looking in the mirror 
was reliving it over and over again.”

During this time, Fleshman con-
tinued to sell real estate. If she need-
ed a power nap, her team would 
allow her that.

“I wore a wig,” she said. “One of 
the most bizarre things was losing 
my eyelashes.”

Now that Fleshman has been 
declared cancer free, she reflects 
on the experience. She encourages 
women to get a second or third 
opinion.

“I didn’t want to talk about the 
C word,” she said. “I know it’s a 
life-changing event. Now, I appre-
ciate everything. I don’t take any-
thing for granted. I always believed 
I was invincible, but I know that 
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Liberty North High School’s 2020 
Homecoming queen is Rylee Staatz.

Northland Homecoming royalty crowned

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Salvatore Bonadonna and Abby Cole are Liberty High’s 2020 Homecoming 
king and queen. They were crowned during halftime Friday, Oct. 9.

MAC MOORE/STAFF PHOTO

Smithville Homecoming Queen Grace Albright is 
crowned at the football game Friday, Oct. 9.

LIBERTY — Benjamin C. Mundy, 
17, of Liberty was killed in a single-ve-
hicle accident that occurred before 
3 p.m. Monday, Oct. 12, on 112th 
Street east of Missouri Highway A.

The highway patrol crash report 

states the wreck occurred when Jacob 
A. Davidson, 18, lost control of an 
eastbound 2016 GMC Canyon truck 
as it crested a hill. The truck ran off 
the right side of the roadway.

According to the patrol report, 

Davidson overcorrected and the truck 
began skidding. The GMC then ran 
off the left side of the road, over-
turned and struck a tree.

Mundy, a passenger in the truck, 
was transported to Liberty Hospital 

by a Liberty EMS ambulance. He was 
pronounced dead at the hospital. 

The highway patrol investiga-
tion was assisted by Liberty Police 
Department and Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Liberty teen dies after truck strikes tree

BY SEAN ROBERTS
sean.roberts@mycouriertribune.com

SMITHVILLE — A pro-
posed 35-cent tax levy 
increase for Smithville Area 
Fire Protection District, if 
passed, will pay to fully staff 
station No. 3 in Paradise.

The station was built 
with a bond issue passed 
by voters in 2012, but a tax 
levy increase that ran on 

the same ballot to staff and 
operate the station failed. A 
second attempt at the levy 
increase was placed on the 
following August ballot and 
failed again. Since then, the 
third station has remained 
unmanned. 

Despite both failures, the 
board of directors serving at 
the time decided to proceed 
with planning and construc-
tion in 2015. This action was 

followed by a citizen peti-
tion that successfully forced 
a state performance audit of 
the district, which conclud-
ed with a “poor” rating.

Some of the State 
Auditor’s findings have been 
addressed, Fire Chief Dave 
Cline said, including how 
budgets are prepared and 
funds distributed as well as 
other checks and balances.

“This was a win for every-
one,” Cline said. “If there 
is a way to have an outside 
party come in and show a 
public organization a better 
way to operate more effi-
ciently for the taxpayers, 

it’s a win.”
Since the previous tax 

increase efforts failed and 
the state audit was conduct-
ed, all members of the elect-
ed board of directors and fire 
chief have been replaced. At 
the time of the audit, Cline 
was assistant chief to John 
Callahan.

“The thing that hasn’t 
changed is the increasing 
calls for service,” Cline said 
as reasoning for needing 
more staff that would oper-
ate from station No. 3.

“I can tell you all day 
long why (passing the Nov. 
3 ballot issue) makes sense 

to me,” Cline said. “There 
are a lot of things at play 
in the past about how they 
went about approaching the 
public and the kind of situa-
tion we were in. We needed 
the money when it was first 
on the ballot and the need is 
still there today.”

The operating levy, a 
property tax, has not been 
increased since the creation 
of the fire district in 1989 
and currently sits at about 
28 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation.

Cline said when created, 
the district was made up of 
volunteers and the district 

boundaries had a signifi-
cantly smaller population.

“The district has not 
grown at the same rate as 
the community,” Cline said. 
“How they went about it 
then, there could be a lot 
of discussion about. But we 
are where we are now. This 
facility is here.”

District patrons some-
times express that it isn’t 
their responsibility to pay 
for a station in Paradise and 
ask how it benefits them, 
Cline said.

“It’s always been a 

Smithville fire district seeks tax increase
If approved, increase would be 
1st since district created in 1989

KEARNEY — Kearney’s 
bulky fall pick-up event will 
commence on the same day 
as regular trash is collected 
Monday through Thursday, 
Oct. 19 to 22.

Each residence is limited 
to 4 square yards of bulky 
materials. Items not allowed 
include tires; yard waste; 
hazardous waste  like paint, 
flammable materials and flu-
orescent light bulbs; and con-
struction materials exceeding 
4 feet by 4 feet;  roofing mate-
rials; and railroad ties.

Wood can be picked up as 
long as pieces do not exceed 
4-foot lengths and weigh less 
than 40 pounds.

Refrigerators must have 
refrigerants removed.

All bulky items must be at 
the curb by 7 a.m. on trash 
pick-up day. Trucks will not 
return if items are placed late.

Kearney 
bulky 

pick-up 
next week
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Kristi Soligo Fleshman is a breast 
cancer survivor.
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Area real estate leader  
calls self ‘cancer conqueror’
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