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CLAY COUNTY — According to 
officials with Clay County Public 

Health Center, after weeks of 
increased positive cases and dozens 
of deaths, multiple outbreaks of 
coronavirus at area nursing homes 
are leveling off.

As of Monday, July 20, CCPHC 
Communications Specialist Kelsey 
Neth said outbreaks at nursing 
homes had accounted for a major-
ity of the health center’s reporting 
jurisdictions cases and deaths with:

• 92 cases and 12 deaths at 
Pleasant Valley Manor Care in 
Pleasant Valley,

• 19 cases and no deaths at 
Heritage Avonlea of Gladstone,

• eight cases and zero deaths at 
Liberty Health and Wellness and

• 58 cases and seven deaths 
at Ashton Court Care and 
Rehabilitation Centre in Liberty.

“Last week, we reported about 77 
new cases and 72 were not related 
to any sort of outbreak like that,” 
she said July 20. “It’s a big decrease 
from previous weeks because they 
had been over 50% of our cases. 
We’ve seen a steady decrease there 

over the past four weeks.”
Since July 20, Neth said cases at 

congregated living facilities con-
tinue to stay stagnant, for the most 
part, despite increases in cases else-
where in the health center’s report-
ing jurisdiction, which covers all 
of Clay County except the portion 
of Kansas City in county limits. 
Kansas City cases are reported by 
the Kansas City Health Department.

As of Monday, July 27, Neth said 
she believes no new cases reported 
by the health center in the past 

week have been associated with 
outbreaks at nursing homes.

Uptick in younger population
Despite the drop in nursing 

home cases, Clay County, like the 
rest of the country, continues to 
see a spike in overall community 
spread. As of 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 28, case totals for Clay County 
stood at 1,379 positive cases to date 
with 28 deaths. Of those, 659 cases 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Nursing home outbreaks leveling off in Clay County

Positive cases 
in younger 
populations spiking
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After walking onto the football field at the Kearney High School TDR Activity Complex Saturday, July 25, Kearney’s Class of 2020 take 
their seats, distanced 6 feet apart to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. For more scenes from graduation, see Page A8.

Pomp despite circumstancePomp despite circumstance
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SMITHVILLE — During 
an April 2019 Smithville 
Board of Education meet-
ing, Maple Elementary 
School student Braeden 
Highfill approached board 
members about installing 
all-inclusive playground 
equipment at each of the 
district elementary schools.

As Highfill is in a wheel-
chair, he asked for new 
equipment so he and others 
could be included during 
recess.

“(Highfill) shared that 
the current playground is 
very difficult for aides to 
lift him onto the equip-
ment,” board documents 
state. 

“A handicap-accessible 
playground would allow all 
students to be included and 
would meet the needs of all 
kids,” Highfill explained.

Although the school dis-
trict was unable to fund the 
project immediately, the 
local Rotary club stepped 
in to provide playground 

sand pits at each of the 
lower level schools.

Highfill was on hand 
at the unveiling of the 
new play feature on July 
16. He thanked members 
of the Smithville Rotary 
for listening and said that 
although he is moving on 
from elementary school, 
he is appreciative as this 
new feature may be used 
by his little sister as she gets 
older and attends Maple 
Elementary.

To further upgrade 
efforts, on the August 
ballot Smithville School 
District is asking voters 
to approve a bond, part 
of which would pay for 
all-ability accessible surfac-
ing for each of the elemen-
tary school playgrounds.

“You’ve inspired us,” 
Superintendent Todd 
Schuetz said to Highfill. 
“You should be very proud 
of what you’ve done here.”

Northwest Editor Sean Roberts 
can be reached at sean.roberts@

mycouriertribune.com or 
389-6606. 

Rotary funds inclusive 
playground features  
at Smithville schools
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Members of the Smithville Rotary join Braeden Highfill as 
they open the all-ability accessible sand pits outside Maple 
Elementary School. Each Smithville School District elementary 
school received a matching pair of pits from the Rotary. To go 
with each station are small toys, however, due to coronavirus 
sanitization concerns, the toys have not yet been added to the 
sand pits.

Staff Report

CLAY COUNTY — Voters 
who cast their ballot in the 
Tuesday, Aug. 4 primary will 
choose from a slew of can-
didates running for the state 
and county’s top offices as 
well as U.S. representative. 
The following is a rundown 

of those running in contested 
Missouri House district and 
county races as well as details 
on ballot questions being put 
voters on Medicaid expan-
sion and construction proj-
ects in the Smithville School 
District.

Western Clay County 
Commissioner

On the Republican prima-
ry ballot, voters will choose 
between four candidates 
for western commissioner 
of Clay County. Candidates 
are Josiah Bechtold, Barry 
McCullough, Lydia McEvoy 
and Rodney Phillips. The 
top vote-getter will advance 
to the general election in 
November and face the 

winner of the Democratic 
primary. State Rep. Jon 
Carpenter faces current 
Clay County Assessor Cathy 
Rinehart in the Democratic 
race.

Eastern Clay County 
Commissioner

Voters in the Republican 
primary will choose one of 
three candidates to face lone 
Democrat candidate Dustin 
Bell in the November gener-
al election for the office of 
eastern Clay County com-
missioner. Republicans on 
the primary ballot are Doug 
Ervin, Megan Thompson 
and Dan Troutz.

ELECTION ROUNDUP
August ballot full of state, 

county primary races
As no Dems file, 
election between 
Republicans 
decides county 
treasurer race 
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