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SMITHVILLE — Adam 
Campbell arrived in 
Smithville about five years 
ago from Savannah, Georgia 
to get involved in the real 
estate market. He became a 
real estate agent as well as 
a home remodeler. He even 
has flipped houses.

Now, Campbell has 
opened a design studio as 
an area builder and owner 
in partnership with Wausau 
Homes out of Rothschild, 
Wisconsin.

On Saturday, Jan. 16, 
Campbell opened his design 
studio at 14820 Shamrock 
Way, Unit B2, for an open 
house.

Homebuilder 
opens design 

studio in 
Smithville

Staff Report

CLAY COUNTY — Officials in 
county public health are offering a 
way for those who live and/or work in 
Clay County to express their interest 
in getting vaccinated against COVID-
19. This form can be completed by 
anyone, regardless of which state pri-
ority phase they may fit in.

“For those who complete the form, 
the information provided will be 
used by (Clay County Public Health 
Center) to let them know when they 
are eligible to be vaccinated. It may 
also be used to send details for how to 
register for vaccination with CCPHC 
or with another vaccine provider,” 
states a CCPHC release.

Completion of this form does not 
guarantee COVID-19 vaccination 
from CCPHC and is not a means of 
registration for vaccination.

“Vaccination may also be available 
through other health care provid-
ers, mass vaccination clinics, a retail 

pharmacy like CVS or Walgreens or 
through employers,” states the release.

Complete the Clay County 
COVID-19 Vaccination Interest 
Form going online to hipaa.jotform.
com/210138520201032.

While Missouri has activated 
Phases 1A and 1B — Tiers 1 and 2 of 
vaccine distribution, the local health 
center currently has a limited vaccine 
supply and is only vaccinating those 
in Phase 1A, which includes health 
care workers facing patients. Phase 
1B Tier 1 focuses on first responders, 
public health professionals not facing 
patients and emergency management 
and public works employees. Phase 

1B — Tier 2 focuses on those 65 
and older and those at increased risk 
including people with chronic dis-
ease, pregnancy, weakened immune 
systems or intellectual and/or devel-
opmental disabilities.

“We have administered 232 COVID 
vaccines so far,” said Clay County 
Public Health Center spokesman 
Kelsey Neth Tuesday, Jan. 19. “We 
are actively working to dramatically 
increase vaccination capability across 
the county, but we do not have a spe-
cific date determined when we will 
be vaccinating outside of the Phase 
1A group.”

One reason for the lag at the county 
level is supply is limited from state 
and federal distribution channels.

“Another reason is that even though 
our team of nurses, registration staff 
and more are working tirelessly to 
make appointments to vaccinate peo-
ple quickly and safely, the demand 

County accepts COVID-19 
vaccination interest forms

Public health still only 
vaccinating Phase 
1A priority group

METRO CREATIVE

Clay County Public Health Center is accepting COVID-19 vaccination interest forms online, but forms are not a means of registration 
to receive the vaccine.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
Master Gunnery Sgt. and 
Liberty native Leslye Barrett, 
who plays the oboe, will 
represent the Northland 
and mark her fifth presi-
dential inauguration perfor-
mance as she joins the rest 
of the “President’s Own” 
United States Marine Band 
to play during Joe Biden’s 
swearing-in ceremony as 
the nation’s 46th president 
Wednesday, Jan. 20.

“It never gets old to be 

performing at an inaugura-
tion,” said Barrett, who will 
be seated directly beneath 
the inaugural platform 
with the rest of the Marine 
Band. “I always get emotion-
al. Each inauguration had 
its own flavor. I promised 
myself never to get jaded, 
to take a breath and enjoy 
being part of the historic 
event.”

Barrett comes from a 
musical family that includes 
retired Liberty Junior High 
Principal Robert Litle and the 

Liberty native 
performs 

during Biden 
inauguration
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Marine Band member Master Gunnery Sgt. Leslye Barrett, oboe 
section lead and Liberty native, marked her fifth presidential 
inauguration during Joe Biden’s swearing-in ceremony Wednesday, 
Jan. 20.VACCINE/Page A4
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KEARNEY — After a 
whirlwind battle Leonard 
Hunt fought and lost to 
COVID-19, his family wants 
the community to learn 
from their loss.

“People do not take it 
seriously enough, they real-
ly don’t,” said Hunt’s son, 
Matt Hunt. “I pray that peo-
ple take this more seriously 
and do what they need to 
protect themselves. COVID 
doesn’t discriminate. It 
comes for you if you are 
young and if you are old. It 
comes for you whether you 
are healthy or not.”

The Hunt family isn’t 
alone. Since the pandemic 
began, more than 400,000 
Americans have lost their 
lives to the disease.

Leonard, a dedicated fam-
ily man, loyal friend and 
hardworking employee at 
Ford Motor Co. is described 

by his family as being a 
spry and healthy 71, some-
one who worked 12-hour 
shifts most days of the week 
to still come home and help 
family with other projects. 
Matt said doctors told his 
father before COVID that 

he had the body of a man at 
least 20 years younger. His 
father, Matt said, was never 
the type one would think of 
as being weak or that would 
lose a battle with the virus.

“We are all still in shock,” 
said Matt. “This virus took 

him by storm. It took us by 
storm, our whole family.”

Hunt said his par-
ents were diagnosed with 
COVID-19 around Dec. 23 
and their symptoms had 

Kearney area family copes with loss due to COVID-19
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The Hunt family, pictured here, includes wife and mother Carla Hunt, husband and father Leonard 
Hunt and children Megan Perry and Matt Hunt. Leonard lost his battle with COVID-19 earlier this 
month.
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