
Year in Review underway
In addition to year-in-review coverage in this issue  
of the CT, more from 2022 will publish next week  

and at MyCourierTribune.com.
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When the holidays are over and it’s time 
to take down those natural holiday trees, 
wreaths and garland, residents can give 
them a second life by recycling them. Visit 
RecycleSpot.org, call 474-8326 or check the 
list below for locations throughout the area 
that will recycle trees and greenery. Most 
services are free.

Only natural holiday trees and greenery 
are accepted for recycling. All decorations, 
stands and plastic bags must be removed.

Like yard waste materials, holiday trees 
and greenery are banned from landfills 
in Missouri. When recycled, these trees 
and greenery can be used for a variety of 
purposes including trail surfaces, erosion 
control, landscaping and fish habitat in 
local lakes like Smithville Lake.

The following is a list of holiday tree and 
greenery recycling services in the area.

Pick-up service
• North Kansas City — Call 274-6000; for 

North Kansas City residents only

Drop-Off Locations
• Excelsior Springs — Recycling Center, 

1290 Marietta St.; 630-0755; Dec. 26–Jan. 
31

• Gladstone — Regional Brush and Yard 
Waste Recycle Facility, 4000 NE 76th St.; 
436-5442; for Gladstone, Pleasant Valley, 

Liberty, Parkville and Lake Waukomis res-
idents only

• Kearney — Recycling center, 504 E. 
19th St.; 628-4142; Dec. 26–Jan. 14; for 
Kearney residents only

• Lawson — Yard waste collection site, 
102 Kessler Drive; 580-3217; for Lawson 
residents only

• Liberty — Bennett Park, 1100 Clayview 
Drive; 439-4360; Dec. 26–Jan. 31

• Platte City — Yard waste drop-off site, 
500 W. Mill St; 858-3046; Dec. 27–Jan. 10; 
for Platte City residents only

• Smithville — Little Platte Park at 
Smithville Lake, 16311 Missouri Highway 
DD; 407-3400 ext. 3

‘Treecycle’ natural holiday trees, greenery
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Christmas tree recycling is available via drop-
off at Smithville Lake. Trees are used to create 
fish habitats in the lake.

LIBERTY — Clay County 
African American Legacy 
Inc. will hold its annual 
Kwanzaa celebration Friday, 
Dec. 30.

“A celebration of family, 
community and culture” 
begins at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Garrison School Cultural 
Center, 502 N. Water St.

Created in 1966 by 
Maulana Ron Karenga, 
Kwanzaa is an African 
American and Pan-African 
holiday that celebrates his-
tory, values, family, com-
munity and culture.

“The ideas and concepts 
of Kwanzaa are expressed 
in the Swahili language, 
one of the most wide-
ly spoken languages in 
Africa. The seven principles 
which form its core were 
drawn from communitar-
ian values found through-
out the African continent. 
These principles are Umoja 

(Unity), Kujichagulia 
( S e l f - D e t e r m i n a t i o n ) , 
Ujima (Collective Work 
and Responsibi l ity), 
Ujamaa (Cooperative 
Economics), Nia (Purpose), 
Kuumba (Creativity) and 
Imani (Faith),” states the 
Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of African 
American History & Culture 
website.

The featured speaker for 
the Garrison School event 
will be Carl Boyd. Boyd 
is an author, educator and 
speaker. In 1997, he was 
keynote speaker for the 
China-U.S. Conference on 
Education in Beijing, China. 
He has authored five books 
including “Plain Teaching: 
49 Lessons on Becoming a 
Positive Teacher,” “Last of 
the Old School Educators” 
and “Academic Patriotism.”

Teresa Habernal will pro-
vide music.

Kwanzaa celebration 
Dec. 30 in Liberty

Compiled by Kellie Houx

CLAY COUNTY — The 
year that was 2022 was one 
of many impactful moments. 
As we in the Courier-Tribune 
newsroom looked back on 
the top headlines from 
the year, several themes 
emerged. They are presented 
in this two-part series. Part I 
looks at the first half of the 
year, while the second, pub-
lishing in the Jan. 5, 2023 
edition, looks at the last half 
of 2022.

In addition to this content, 
more year-in-review cover-
age, including a countdown 
of the 10 most read news 
and sports stories online 
and the most viewed pho-
tos and videos of the year, 
will be published online at 
MyCourierTribune.com.

Continuing issues and 
recovery from COVID-19

With the introduction 
of the Omicron variant 
of COVID-19 late in 2021 
and early in 2022, a sharp 
increase in demand for 
COVID-19 testing occurred. 
With a rise in case counts 
it become difficult to locate 
available rapid COVID-19 
tests on retailers’ shelves or 
obtain an appointment from 
a provider for a test. As a 
result, allowed ordering from 
the state for at-home test kits 
was temporarily paused for a 
few days.

Since then, a ramp up in 
at-home test kits produc-
tion occurred, the state con-
tinued to add testing sites, 
vaccines and boosters for 

First half of 
2022 full of 
development, 
change

YEAR IN REVIEW

FROM TOP, LEFT TO RIGHT: Dr. April Adams, Liberty High School principal, chats with her family via Zoom after the announcement was made that she is Missouri’s 
2022 Secondary Principal of the Year.
It’s not all seriousness in the Brown home gym. There is some monkeying around for father and son, Reggie and RJ. RJ, a third-grader at Maple Elementary in the 
Smithville School District, won second in the National Ninja League World Finals in Greensboro, N.C.
Clay Commissioners listen as State Auditor Nicole Galloway presents her office’s audit findings of the county. Galloway’s office gave the commission a “poor” rating, 
the lowest rating possible.
In Liberty May 13, store shelves normally full of infant formula at Walgreens off West Kansas Street were bare.
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