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LIBERTY — The state 
fire marshal’s office is 
offering a $5,000 reward 
for information leading 
to an arrest in a possible 
arson at a Liberty fourplex 
that left one apartment 
with extensive damage.

The fire occurred 
Sunday morning, June 14, 
in the 400 block of West 
Kansas Street.

“It’s a suspicious fire,” 
Liberty Fire Chief John 
Mills  said. 

“The good thing 
though, is that there were 
no reported injuries and 

the building has working 
smoke detectors.”

The scene is being inves-
tigated by the Missouri 
Division of Fire Safety as 
well as the Liberty fire 
and police departments.

Anyone who observed 
suspicious activ ity 
between 3 and 4 a.m. 
on Sunday or who 
may be missing a fuel 
container is asked to 
call the arson hotline 
at (800) 39-ARSON 
(800-392-7766).

Southeast Editor Kellie Houx 
can be reached at kellie.houx@

mycouriertribune.com or 
389-6630.

Arson under 
investigation
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LIBERTY — Lois Shoop, 
88, and her sister, Audrey 
Baker, three years young-
er, have the distinction of 
being the first residents at 
Residences at Liberty Place, 
1050 Kent St., in 2008.

For 12 years, the duo both 
have embraced their adopt-
ed hometown of Liberty. 
Shoop enjoys the Liberty 
Silver Center, visiting as 
often as she can for camara-
derie and lunches. She will 
take the assist bus.

Shoop was born west of 
Blue Mound in Livingston 
County, about 85 minutes 
north of Liberty. The oldest 
child of Seth Minnis and 

Edna Wheelbarger Minnis, 
Shoop was joined by Baker 
and then little brother, 
Albert, eight years later.

“I remember during the 
early 1930s, it was dry and 
hot, Dad would head to 
Huxley, Iowa to work for 
a Norwegian farmer and 
eventually we made that 
move to Iowa,” she said. 
“My little brother was 
born five miles from Ames, 
Iowa. However, it wasn’t 
long before we moved to 
Chillicothe. My dad worked 
as a tenant farmer and car-
penter. He would build 
farm and machine sheds.”

Her first school was in 
Jordan, Iowa and the Iowa 

Varied work life leads to travel,  
genealogy research in retirement for duo
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Lois Shoop is all smiles when looking at the two file cabinets full 
of genealogy research she has done on her family.
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Swearing in
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David Lehman, Kearney’s newest 2nd Ward alderman, is 
sworn into the Board of Aldermen Monday, June 15, during the 
board’s firs in-person meeting since the COVID-19 pandemic 
shelter-in-place order began. Lehman said being elected was 
a humbling honor and that he hopes he can bring his previous 
experience as a school board member to aid city leadership. 
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CLAY COUNTY — In light of the state’s full 
reopening that began Tuesday, June 16, Clay 
County Public Health Center eased restrictions 
on businesses and mass gatherings effective 
at 12:01 a.m. Tuesday, 16. While all statewide 
restrictions are lifted, local authorities like cities 
and the county public health center can still put 
further rules, regulations or ordinances in place 
in their jurisdictions.

Clay County Public Health Center’s recovery 
plan allowances now include:

• Relaxing all business and organizations’ 
occupancy restrictions to 50% of the entity’s 
authorized building/fire code occupancy.

• Allowing gatherings including religious ser-
vices, weddings and funerals of 50% of listed 
occupancy to continue provided physical dis-
tancing is maintained.

• Allowing 
mass gather-
ings of up to 
250 provid-
ed physical 
distancing is 
maintained.

• Allowing pub-
lic and neighbor-
hood association pools up to 50% 
of the bather load within the pool enclosure.

The county’s new order is set to expire at 
12:01 p.m. Sunday, July 25.

Health center Executive Director Gary Zaborac 
said easing of restrictions does not mean the 
possibility of catching or spreading coronavirus 
has been eliminated and that people can and 
should move forward with caution.

“As we move forward with reopening, more 
individuals will be out in the community, 
increasing the chance of community expo-
sure,” states Clay County Public Health’s recov-
ery dashboard. “Maintaining physical dis-
tance and wearing masks in public is highly 
recommended.”

During his announcement of the state’s 
reopening, Gov. Mike Parson said it is incredible 
to think how far Missouri has come since March.

“There was a lot of uncertainty, worry and 
concern,” he said. “Here we are today, just 
over 90 days since our first COVID-19 case in 
Missouri, and I am proud to say we have over-
come all of these challenges and more than met 
our four pillars to reopen.”

The four pillars used to determine reopening 
consist of expanding testing volumes, reserves 
of personal protective equipment, health care 
system capacity and improved ability to pre-
dict potential outbreaks using Missouri’s public 
health data.

Testing
According to a release from the governor’s 

office, weekly testing in Missouri has increased 
more than 220% from approximate-

ly 16,000 test 
encounters the 
week of April 20 
to more than 
53,000 encoun-
ters the week of 
May 25. Over 
the past two 

weeks, the state has 
averaged more than 10,000 tests 
per weekday.

As testing increases, so too does 
the possibility of positives, reported state health 
officials. As of 2 p.m. Wednesday, June 17, the 
state has recorded 16,414 confirmed cases of the 
virus, up about 1% from the previous day’s fig-
ures. Total cases have increased roughly in the 
state by 7% in the last week. As of Wednesday, 
882 deaths in the state have been attributed, 
according to the state dashboard, to COVID-19.

According to Clay County Public Health 
Center’s dashboard at www.clayhealth.com, 
as of 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 16, the day of 
the state’s reopening, 667 of the state’s cases 
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SMITHVILLE — Most 
businesses in the city of 
Smithville are now back 
open to some extent, City 
Administrator Cynthia 
Wagner said.

“Every business is effected 
by (coronavirus closures),” 
Sarah Ulledahl told peers 
during a Community in 
Action leadership meeting.

Ulledahl owns Chop’s 
Barbecue and Catering with 
her husband in downtown 
Smithville and serves as a 
business sector representa-
tive for CIA.

“I think everyone has 
reopened, most places have 
had to go online if they 
weren’t online before but I 
think that is probably a good 
step that everyone needed 
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