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Five of the six teens charged 

in the death of a Smithville man 
who was shot in an Olathe, Kansas 
park pleaded not guilty to first-de-
gree murder Monday, June 6, in 

juvenile court.
According to investigators, Marco 

Cardino, 19, of Smithville died as a 
result of multiple gunshot wounds 

sustained during the shooting that 
happened before 4 a.m. May 14 in 
Black Bob Park in the 14500 block 
of West 151st Street in Olathe. 

Three of the juvenile suspects who 
pleaded Monday are age 14 and 

5 teens plead not guilty to murdering Smithville man
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CLAY COUNTY — Severe 
thunderstorms and weather 
capable of producing torna-
does that ripped through the 
Northland in the overnight 
hours between Tuesday and 
Wednesday, June 7 and 8, 
caused thousands of power 
outages and reports of 
minor damage that included 
down tree limbs and debris 
trails. No injuries were been 
reported.

Storms began after mid-
night Wednesday, and as of 
8 a.m., power was still out in 
sections of Liberty, Kearney, 
Gladstone, North Kansas 
City, Kansas City and areas 
around Smithville Lake 
according to outage maps 
from Platte-Clay Electric 
Cooperative and Evergy.

According to the Platte-
Clay Cooperative, as of 
1:40 p.m., more than 30 out-
ages still existed. Customers 
can track outages and 
expected restore times on 
the cooperative’s dashboard 
online at pcec.coop.

“The vast majority of 
these outages were restored 
overnight and our crews are 
working this morning to 
repair remaining service dis-
ruptions,” PCEC Spokesman 
Garrett Poorman told the 
Courier-Tribune Wednesday.

According to Evergy, as 
of 8:15 a.m., between North 
Kansas City and Paradise 
near Smithville Lake, hun-
dreds of outages had yet to 

be restored, impacting thou-
sands of customers. Evergy 
outages can be tracked 
online at outagemap.evergy.
com. As of 1:30 p.m., more 
than 7,600 Clay County 
customers were still without 
power.

”Storms overnight caused 
more than 75,000 outages 
in Evergy’s service area, pri-
marily in the Kansas City 
metro. The storm moved 

slowly through the area 
and did extensive damage. 
Crews are working and have 
restored power to more than 
25% of customers affected,” 
states a social media post 
from the utility company 
Wednesday morning.

In Liberty, during 
morning commute hours 
Wednesday, traffic lights 
were out, including along 
Missouri Highway 291 

at South Liberty Parkway 
and Ruth Ewing, and small 
debris from trees, down 
trees and tree limbs were 
being removed by crews.

“Crews are still working 
to clear streets of downed 
trees. Some traffic signals 
are out. Please treat these 
as four-way stops,” reads a 
social media release from 

Storms cause power outages, 
minor damage across Northland
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In Liberty, during morning commute hours Wednesday, traffic lights were out, including along 
Missouri Highway 291 at South Liberty Parkway and Ruth Ewing, and small debris from trees, down 
trees and tree limbs were being removed by crews.
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In an operation dubbed 
“Blue Ghost,” dozens were 
arrested for suspected crimes 
against children in stings in 
Missouri and Kansas.

Of the 32 arrested in 
the Homeland Security 
Investigations operation, 15 
were from Missouri, in the 
areas of Independence and 
Clay and Platte counties. 
Another 17 were arrested in 
the Wichita, Kansas area.

“I am extremely proud 
of all of the special agents, 
analysts and officers whose 
hard work and dedication 

made this operation a suc-
cess,” said HSI Acting Special 
Agent in Charge of the 
Kansas City area of oper-
ations R. Sean Fitzgerald. 
“Our joint commitment 
to protecting children has 
removed these 32 dangerous 
individuals from our streets 
and hopefully sends a clear 
message to others looking to 
harm children.”

Between May 17 and 19, 
HSI Wichita and the Wichita 
Police Department targeted 
adults “willing to travel for 
the sexual exploitation of a 
child,” which resulted in the 
arrest of the 17 individuals 
for crimes related to aggra-
vated human trafficking, 
promoting the sale of sex 
and the purchase of commer-
cial sex acts, states a release 
from U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement.

From May 31 to June 2, 
HSI Kansas City and Kansas 

City Child Exploitation 
Taskforce partners con-
ducted Operation Blue 
Ghost stings in Missouri. 
During this operation, 

law enforcement agencies, 
including Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office, targeted 
adults “willing to travel for 
the sexual exploitation of a 

child,” states the ICE release.
“During this phase, 15 

additional individuals were 
arrested for crimes related to 
travel with intent to engage 
in illicit sexual conduct, 
enticement of a minor, sex-
ual trafficking of a child, 
furnishing pornographic 
material to minors, sexual 
exploitation of a minor, pro-
moting prostitution, aggra-
vated human trafficking, 
sex trafficking, obscenity 
and morals offenses, felony 
assault on a law enforcement 
officer, felony evading, fel-
ony property damage, 
attempted statutory sodomy 
and attempted statutory 
rape,” states the release.

More details on this devel-
oping story will be released 
as they become available.

Managing Editor Amanda Lubinski 
can be reached at amanda.lubinski@
mycouriertribune.com or 903-6001.

Feds arrest 
32 in stings in 
Missouri, Kansas
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During Operation Blue Ghost stings in Missouri, including in Clay 
and Platte counties, law enforcement agencies targeted adults 
“willing to travel for the sexual exploitation of a child,” states an 
ICE release. During these stings, 15 were arrested.
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Daniel I. Ramirez, 22, 
Liberty, was sentenced by 
U.S. District Judge Gary A. 
Fenner to 11 years in feder-
al prison without parole for 
distributing fentanyl from 
his apartment near Liberty 
High School and for illegal-
ly possessing a firearm.

According to court doc-
uments, on Oct. 19, 2021, 
Ramirez pleaded guilty to 
one count of conspiracy 
to distribute fentanyl, one 
count of distributing fen-
tanyl within 1,000 feet of 
a public school and one 
count of possessing a fire-
arm in furtherance of a 
drug-trafficking crime.

According to U.S. 
Attorney Teresa A. Moore’s 

office for the Western 
District of Missouri, co-de-
fendant Valerie Rios, 23, 
also of Liberty, pleaded 
guilty to the same charges 
and awaits sentencing.

“Ramirez admitted that 
he participated in a con-
spiracy to distribute fentan-
yl from March 4 to April 30, 
2021,” states a release from 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

According to court docu-
ments, Rios sold an under-
cover detective fentanyl on 
three occasions between 
March 4 and March 9, 2021, 
personally advertised and 
sold fentanyl outside of 
these instances and coordi-
nated distribution activities 
with Rios.

Law enforcement 

Liberty man gets 11 years 
for trafficking fentanyl 

near Liberty High School
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Daniel I. Ramirez, 22, Liberty, was sentenced by U.S. District 
Judge Gary A. Fenner to 11 years in federal prison without parole 
for distributing fentanyl from his apartment near Liberty High 
School and for illegally possessing a firearm.
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