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Cheryl Bennett and Laurie 
Hutchison are close. They are sis-
ters-in-law. Two years ago, they 
grew even closer when the two 
were diagnosed with breast cancer 
three months apart.

Hutchison was the first to be 
diagnosed. She received the news 
July 31, 2018. Bennett was part 
of her sister-in-law with doctors’ 
appointments.

“She provided support and lis-
tened when I was emotional,” 
Hutchison said. “Our similarities 
are so incredible. Neither of us has 
breast cancer in our families.”

Another similarity came when 
they both received their diagnosis 
from Amy Patel, breast radiologist 
and medical director at Liberty 
Hospital Women’s Imaging.

Bennett, a retired kindergar-
ten teacher, was diagnosed in 
September 2018.

“I believe that women get each 
other and that’s why I was going 
with Laurie,” she said. “That day I 

got my news, I was supposed to be 
with Laurie. I had scheduled my 
mammogram right before my visit 
with my gynecologist.”

Bennett said she thought breast 
cancer wasn’t in her cards as she 
had plans to meet Hutchison for her 
appointment.

“Initially, Dr. Patel didn’t get a 
clear picture, but then the panic 
set in,” Bennett said. “She then 
ordered a sonogram and even I 
could see the lump.”

Bennett said Patel walked her 
through the biopsy procedure as 
well as the center’s nurse navigator.

“When you receive this news, 
you don’t want doctors and nurses 
to be clinical,” she said. “They were 
wonderful.”

When Patel called Bennett 
about the lump being cancerous, 
Bennett made the decision to have 
a lumpectomy.

“I wanted it out of there,” she 
said. “Officially, I was diagnosed 
with invasive ductal carcinoma of 
the right breast. I had two sur-
geries. The second was to remove 
lymph nodes to double check that 
the cancer hadn’t spread.”

Bennett’s cancer was a grade 1, 
stage 1 and Hutchison’s was labeled 
as grade 2, stage 1. Hutchison’s 
treatment was at the University of 
Kansas due to insurance. She had 

Sisters-in-law share breast cancer journey
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Laurie Hutchison and Cheryl Bennett are sisters-in-law who both went through 
breast cancer three months apart in 2018.

T
his year marks the 80th anniversary of National 
Newspaper Week, Oct. 4 to 10. This year’s theme 
is “America Needs Journalists.”

For 174 years, we at the Courier-Tribune have been 
proud to answer that need.

Each week, the newspaper takes a deep look at and 
reports on many facets of the Northland including 
its governments, education, health, sports and the 
individuals that make the area a unique place to live, 
work and play.

With more than 80 years of combined experience 
between our publisher Sandy Nelson, editors Kellie 
Houx, Sean Roberts and Amanda Lubinski and reporter 
Mac Moore, our newsroom remains dedicated to 
bringing readers the news they need and information 
they deserve to make the best decisions they can for 
their families and themselves. 

This has never been more true than in 2020, a 
year rife with struggle brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The newspaper helps people have a better 
understanding of our community, whether it’s 
investigating why city and county leaders make the 
decisions they make or detailing the emotions its 
citizens feel that lead to protests for racial equality and 
removal of Confederate monuments.

Kearney 
Homecoming 
Queen Madison 
Leighr smiles to 
the crowd after 
being crowned at 
halftime of the 
Bulldogs football 
game against 
Winnetonka 
Friday, Oct. 2, 
at Kearney High 
School.  
For more 
area school 
Homecoming 
details, see Page 
A8.

Kearney crowns Homecoming queen
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LIBERTY — The Liberty 
City Council approved up 
to $250,000 for a Small 
Business Grant Program for 
eligible small businesses 
within Liberty city limits. 
Liberty joins Smithville and 
Kearney in giving out grants 
to city businesses.

The program is made possi-
ble through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act, which Congress 
passed and the president 
signed on March 27.

On May 1, the Clay County 
Commission approved 
Resolution 2020-139, dis-
tributing federal CARES 
Act funding to Liberty for 
eligible expenses incurred 
to address the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The grant program will 
be administered by the 
Clay County Economic 
Development Council. Small 
businesses within Liberty 
can apply for grants up to 
$10,000 to reimburse busi-
nesses expenses related to 
the pandemic.

The program is designed 
to assist small business-
es with expenses incurred 
between March 1 and Sept. 
30. Expenses can include 
payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest, utilities, inventory 
replacement and COVID-
19 supplies. Grant funds 
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SMITHVILLE — The 
Smithville Area Fire 
Protection District is ask-
ing district voters to more 
than double the tax levy 
rate on the November bal-
lot by giving the district 
an added 35 cents per $100 
of assessed valuation.

Currently, the district 
has a $1.4 million budget 
funded partially by a tax 
levy rate of $.2821 per 
$100 of assessed proper-
ty valuation. Other dis-
trict revenue comes from 
a half-cent sales tax and 
a debt service levy of $.20 
per every $100 of assessed 
valuation.

The operating levy, 
$.2821 per every $100 of 
assessed valuation, is the 
portion of revenues that 
would be affected if vot-
ers approve the increase. 
According to ballot lan-
guage, a majority of “yes” 
votes will bring the oper-
ating levy to $.6321 per 
every $100 of assessed 
valuation.

According to the dis-
trict, these funds will be 
accumulated over a period 
of six years, and by 2026, 
will allow Smithville Fire 
Station No. 3, located at 
18315 Collins Road, to be 
fully staffed.

More details on the 
proposed levy increase 
will be published in the 
Oct. 15 edition of the 
Courier-Tribune.

Northwest Editor Sean Roberts 
can be reached at sean.roberts@

mycouriertribune.com or 
389-6606. 
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Courier-Tribune proud  
to provide needed news
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Little Dawg Academy preschool student Caroline Searcy, 
daughter of Shawna and Jeff Searcy of Kearney, uses the 
Courier-Tribune to find the letters in her name as part of a class 
assignment. We at the CT are proud our community members 
use our products in their lessons. If your children use the 
newspaper as part of their education, snap a picture and send it 
with caption information to news@mycouriertribune.com using 
#NewspapersinEducation and/or #AmericaNeedsJournalists.
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