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Editor’s Note: This is the second 
part of a two-part series recap-
ping 2020. The first part was 
published in the Dec. 31, 2020 
edition. This portion includes 
June through December 2020. 
For other year-in-review coverage, 
check out the Courier·Tribune 
NOW app or visit mycouriertri-
bune.com.

As a look back at 2020, the 
following is a recap of each 
top story’s headline and first 
paragraphs from each weekly 
print edition’s front page. This 
recap is a reflection of the roll-
ercoaster that was 2020: the 
bad, the worse, the good and 
stories that showcase change 
is on the horizon in 2021. 
 
June 4

Headline: Clay 

Countians moving for-
ward with possible gov-
ernment change

CLAY COUNTY — At the 
polls Tuesday, June 2, Clay 
County voters, with 11,142 
of the 19,670 votes cast, said 
they want the circuit court 
to create a commission to 
frame a new form of county 
government that would be 
put to voters at a later date. 
The passed ballot measure 
was Proposition C.

The decision was not a 
landslide as 8,528 votes, 
roughly 43% of votes cast, 
were in opposition to the 
measure, according to uncer-
tified county election results.

June 11
Headline: Black Lives 

Matter protest lines Main 
Street

SMITHVILLE — While 
holding signs denouncing 

racism that included state-
ments such as “White privi-
lege is real, skin color is not 
a crime and racism is a pan-
demic,” throngs of Smithville 
children, young adults and 
parents lined downtown 
Smithville’s Main Street 

Monday, June 8, as they took 
part in a Black Lives Matter 
protest.

The local protest came in 
the wake of deaths elsewhere 
in the nation of George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor, African 
Americans who were killed by 

police during encounters with 
officers. Their deaths, along 
with those of other minorities 
in recent months and years, 
have sparked outrage in com-
munities across the nation, 
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A vehicle chase that started in Independence June 30, ended in Liberty with an officer-involved 
shooting. Liberty Police Department deployed stop sticks to help end the chase in downtown Liberty.

YEAR IN REVIEW
2nd half of 2020 marked by crime, community reopenings, government changes
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BY KELLIE HOUX
kellie.houx@mycouriertribune.com

LIBERTY — An estimated 
371,504 babies were born 
around the world on New 
Year’s Day, according to 
UNICEF.

According to history, the 
image of a baby represent-
ing a fresh start dates back 
to ancient Greece. Marking 
the rebirth of the god 
Dionysus, festivities includ-
ed placing a baby in a bas-
ket and parading the infant 
through town. Babies born 
on the first day of the year 
supposedly have the best 
luck throughout their lives.

At Liberty Hospital, the 
first baby of 2021 arrived 
at 4:50 a.m. to Marisol 

Rodriquez and Eduardo 
Garcia of Kearney. Eduardo 
Jr. weighed in at 6 pounds 
and 13 ounces and was 21 
inches in length.

Eduardo said his son’s 
due date was Jan. 10.

“We actually arrived at 
the hospital on Thursday 
morning, but they sent us 
home. Then, two hours 
later, Marisol’s contractions 
kicked up,” he said. “We 
came back to the hospital 
around 4 p.m. Dec. 31. I 
guess he wanted to be the 
first. It was a New Year’s 
Eve to remember.”

Eduardo and Rodriquez 
are thrilled with their new 
family addition that also 

Liberty Hospital 
welcomes New 
Year’s babies
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The first baby of 2021 at Liberty Hospital arrived at 4:50 a.m. to 
Marisol Rodriquez and Eduardo Garcia of Kearney. Eduardo Jr. 
weighed in at 6 pounds and 13 ounces.
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Commissioners 
pause Annex, 
seek stop to 

audit roadblocks
BY AMANDA LUBINSKI
amanda.lubinski@mycouriertribune.com

C
LAY COUNTY — Keeping in tune with the new 
year, new leaders and new rules theme of the 
Monday, Jan. 4 county commission session, 

commissioners ordered work on the controversial Annex 
project paused and work to end state audit roadblocks to 
commence.

Annex work
The current Annex is at 1901 NE 48th St. in Kansas 

City. It serves a number of purposes, including provid-
ing office spaces for the county collector, assessor and 
a satellite office for the Recorder of Deeds. Previous 
commissioners Gene Owen and Luann Ridgeway moved 
forward with acquiring land for a new Annex despite 
public and Presiding Commissioner Jerry Nolte’s oppo-
sition, contending a new Annex in a new location was 
needed because the current one was not made for the 
functions it serves, has issues with internet connectivity 
and is hard for residents to find.

Nolte and new Commissioners Jon Carpenter of the 
western district and Megan Thompson of the eastern 
district believe the estimated $20 million project that 
would see a new facility built in a new location is not in 
the best interest of taxpayers.

“We need to make sure we are doing responsible 
spending of the taxpayers’ money,” said Nolte.

The new commission directed staff Monday to conduct 
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