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Roman Martinez and 
Quinnley Flanagan pose 
for pictures as Little 
Mr. and Miss Smithville 
2021. The pageant took 
place Friday, June 25, 
as part of Smithville 
Lake Fest. See more 
Lake Fest photos on 
Page A6. 
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Little 
Mr., Miss 
Smithville 
crowned

Heavy amounts of rainfall 
that has fallen in a short 
period of time are produc-
ing flash flooding in areas 
around the state, including 
parts Clay County, not nor-
mally known for flooding.

The Missouri Department 
of Transportation urges 
motorists to be alert for 
flood waters as they can 
cause road conditions to 
change. Experts say if a driv-
er encounters flood waters, 

turn around.
Flood waters can be deep-

er than they appear and 
can hide hazards like sharp 
objects, electrical wires, sew-
age and chemicals. 

Flooding can erode road-
ways and/or cause a vehicle 
to loose traction, states a 
release. 

“Even the best four-wheel-
drive vehicle will lose against 
rapidly moving water,” states 
the release.

Watch for water  
on regional roads

BY AMANDA LUBINSKI
amanda.lubinski@mycouriertribune.com

CLAY COUNTY — In her 
office’s audit of Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office, State Auditor 

Nicole Galloway found the 
overall performance of the 
sheriff’s office “good.” The 
rating is the second highest 
possible.

“The audit results indicate 
this entity is well managed,” 
states the audit report.

The report is part of a 
comprehensive audit of 
Clay County government. 
The audit was initiated in 
2018 after a citizen petition 
was submitted to the State 
Auditor’s Office and verified 
to have more than the 5,590 

required signatures of coun-
ty residents who are regis-
tered voters.

“The taxpayers that ini-
tiated this audit of Clay 
County made it clear they 
wanted a thorough, indepen-
dent review of their county 
government,” Galloway said. 
“… I appreciate the sheriff’s 
commitment to address the 
findings in the report and 
ensure his office is operat-
ing as efficiently as possible 
on behalf of Clay County 
citizens.”

Audit findings
Recommendations includ-

ed in the audit report address 
ways to improve accounting 
processes, but did not find 
“significant deficiencies in 
management practices and 
procedures.”

Recommendations for 
improvement include ensur-
ing deposits are made in a 
timely fashion and that the 
numerical sequence of man-
ual receipts is accounted for. 
The report also recommend-
ed the county have written 

agreements with other coun-
ties and cities that board 
prisoners in the Clay County 
Detention Center in Liberty 
and ensure arrangements are 
cost effective.

Sheriff Will Akin said 
most recommendations have 
been addressed and that the 
county is implementing 

technology to further 
assist personnel to elimi-
nate future issues or similar 
findings.

Previously released audit 
reports of the clerk, record-
er of deeds, collector and 
public administrator’s offices 

State audit shows sheriff’s 
office performance ‘good’

Audit of county 
commission 
expected by 
end of year

METRO CREATIVE

The Clay County Sheriff’s Office received a “good” audit rating.

COMPILED BY AMANDA 
LUBINSKI & KELLIE HOUX 

CLAY COUNTY — In the 
days leading up to and on 
the Fourth of July, the night 
sky above the Northland 
becomes aglow with colors 
from red, white and blue 
fireworks as communi-
ties gather to celebrate the 
nation’s birthday. While not 
exhaustive, the following is 
a list of many communi-
ty events and firework dis-
plays coming in time for the 
holiday.

Gladstone
Sounds on the Square 

Concert Series with 
Silver Bullet & Petty 
Thieves

When: 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
Friday, July 2

What: Summer concert 
with performances from 
Kansas City’s most respect-
ed Bob Seger tribute band, 
Silver Bullet KC; and the 
area’s best Tom Petty trib-
ute band, Petty Thieves. 
Outside food and nonalco-
holic beverages allowed, but 
coolers subject to search.

Where: Linden Square, 
602 NE 70th St., Gladstone

Cost: Free, but adult bev-
erages will be available for 
purchase as outside alco-
holic beverages prohibited 

Gladstone Fireworks 
Celebration

When: 7 p.m. Sunday, 

July 4
What: A performance 

from Jillian Riscoe and The 
Suburbans KC, presentation 
of the Colors and fireworks 
at dark. Parking available at 
Oak Park High School.

Where: Oak Grove 
Park, 7600 N. Troost Ave., 
Gladstone

Cost: Free

Kansas City
Kansas City Zoo’s Red, 

White & Zoo
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday, July 
3 and 4

What: Animals at the zoo 
will be receiving special 
patriotic enrichment to cel-
ebrate. Coloring sheets and 
crayons will be available in 
the lobby near a themed 
backdrop. If guests take a 
patriotic photo and post it 
to social media tagging the 
zoo, they could win a zoo-
themed prize pack.

Where: 6800 Zoo Drive, 
Kansas City

Cost: Daily admission 
price

Kearney
Free Frozen Treats
When: Noon to 3 p.m. 

Friday, July 2
What: Frozen treats from 

Ice Ice Baby will be given 
out at First Missouri Bank 
ahead of the city’s fireworks 
display.

Where: 455 S. Sam Barr 
Drive, Kearney

C o s t :  F r e e 

Kearney Fireworks 
Celebration with Noe 
Palma

When: 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 2

What: Concert featur-
ing regional country art-
ist Noe Palma starts at 

7:30 p.m. with fireworks 
around 9:30 p.m. Event also 
includes inflatable air toys 
for children until 8:30 p.m. 
Free cotton candy will be 
given out at the amphi-
theater and playground. 
Vehicles in park for fire-
works display should be 
parked by 9 p.m.

Where: Kearney 
Amphitheater in Jesse James 
Park, 3001 N. Missouri 
Highway 33, Kearney

Cost: Free, but conces-
sions available for purchase

Liberty
Liberty Fest
When: 6 to 10:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 3
What: Liberty and Liberty 

Area Chamber of Commerce 
present an evening of fami-
ly fun and fireworks. Live 

music from 8 to 10 p.m. 
with fireworks starting at 
10 p.m.

Where: Capitol Federal 
Sports Complex, 2200 Old 
Missouri Highway 210, 
Liberty

Cost: Free, but conces-
sions available for purchase

North Kansas City
Friday in the Park
When: 11:30 a.m. to 

1 p.m. July 2
What: The Blue and Gray 

Brass Brigade will bring 
patriotic music to Friday in 
the Park.

Where: North Kansas 
City’s Festival Pavilion in 
Macken Park, 1002 Clark 
Ferguson Drive

Cost: Free 

PATRIOTIC PARTY TIME
Slew of 
Independence 
Day events on 
tap for Northland

BY KELLIE HOUX
kellie.houx@mycouriertribune.com

LIBERTY — Liberty 
Heartland Logistics, under 
Opus Development, will 
be adding three industrial 
buildings totaling almost 
1.66 million square feet of 
build-to-suit/speculat ive 
industrial development 
space near West Heartland 
Drive and Shepherd Road.

The Liberty City Council 
approved tax abatements for 
project developers to help 
fund the project Monday, 
June 28. Brandon Smith, the 
city’s economic and busi-
ness development manager, 
said the build-to-suit build-
ing will house more than 
847,000 square feet for an 
expansion of the Hallmark 

Hallmark 
expands in 

Liberty
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Smithville Lake’s annual firework display begins at dusk Sunday, 
July 4.
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