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KEARNEY — Development group I-35 Holdings 
is suing the city of Kearney, claiming city leaders 

used an improper methodology to determine if 
protest petitions were valid. The suit also claims 
a related super majority vote was not needed for 
passage of the project.

This winter, city staff, citing city ordinance, 
said the city’s receiving of written petitions from 
impacted residents meant aldermen needed to pass 
approval for I-35’s large-scale development project 
that included a quarry operation by super majority 
— three of the city’s four aldermen — instead of a 
typical simple majority.

The section of the city’s development codes per-
taining to protest petitions states petitions must 

Development group sues 
Kearney over quarry project
Developers claim city 
inaccurately figured number 
of protesters needed to 
trigger super majority vote
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I-35 Holdings developers and owners Craig Porter and Chris Shipley are suing the city 
of Kearney, claiming the city used an improper and illegal methodology for determining 
if protest petitions were valid after their multimillion dollar development was stalled in 
January by a tie vote of aldermen who couldn’t agree on passage of the project.
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CLAY COUNTY — The last 
day to request an absentee ballot 
for the June 2 election by mail is 
Wednesday, May 20.

“Anyone can come to vote at 
the office up through June 1, the 

day before the general election,” 
Republican Director Patty Lamb 
of the Clay County Election Board 
said. The election board office is 
located at 100 W. Mississippi St. 
in Liberty. “Anyone can request 
an absentee ballot, but they have 

Election board directors  
share June voting plans

LIBERTY — As in other cities 
around the metropolitan area, 
Liberty continues to evaluate 
delivery of programs, services and 
events scheduled for the next few 
months as the number of people 
who can gather is being limited to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Throughout the stay-home order 
and now into the COVID-19 recov-
ery period, Liberty has followed 
the recommendations of the Clay 
County Public Health Center and 
will continue to do so, according 
to a city press release. As a result, 
the city canceled Liberty Fest, the 
annual Fourth of July holiday 
celebration.

“With the uncertainty of the 
next few months, when we know 
mass gatherings will be limited 
to no more than several hun-
dred people at most. It is very 
difficult to plan special events and 
large festivals like Liberty Fest,” 
said Sara Cooke, Liberty assistant 
city administrator. “With health 
and safety of the public and our 

employees still our highest priority, 
we have made the difficult deci-
sion to cancel this year’s Liberty 
Fest event and fireworks show.”

Over the last several years, 
Liberty Fest has attracted upwards 
of 10,000 people to Capitol Federal 
Sports Complex to celebrate 
Independence Day with activities 
and games for kids, fishing, a con-
cert and fireworks display.

In addition to Liberty Fest, a 
number of other special events 
scheduled in May and June have 
been canceled including: May 
and June guided historic walking 
tours, May’s Popcorn in the Park, 
Moonlight Yoga in May; Summer 
Band concerts; and Make Music 
Day.

Liberty Parks does howev-
er, plan to screen “Frozen II” 
during the Aug. 28 Popcorn in 
the Park event. Additionally, the 
city is working on possibly host-
ing future Moonlight Yoga and 
Summer Band concerts online at 
www.libertymissouri.gov/.

City of Liberty cancels 
2020 Liberty Fest
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Students, teachers and school 
district staff across the Northland 
are using 3D printers to print mask 
extenders for medical professionals, 

police and first responders.
“I teach seventh/eighth-grade com-

puter science at Discovery Middle 
School in Liberty and I have a Dremel 
3D printer in my classroom,” Eric 

Teachers, students help 
by 3D printing supplies
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In Smithville, Randy Wallace and his daughter work to print face mask extenders and 
face sheilds using a 3D printer.

Celebrating Smithville seniors
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Smithville teachers and their families gathered in downtown Smithville for a car parade last week that honored graduating 
seniors who had their school year cut short due to COVID-19 shutdowns. More photos from the event are available on Page A8 
and online at www.mycouriertribune.com.
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SMITHVILLE — Business own-
ers in the community say they 
are excited and eager to reopen, 
now that stay-at-home orders are 
lifted.

Throughout the city, most busi-
nesses downtown have reopened, 

as well as limited businesses in 
Major Mall and Hillside Plaza 
along U.S. Highway 169.

“Yes, I was eager to reopen,” 
Crafters Corner owner Louise 
Keeton said. “I miss all the 
people.”

While her shop is now open for 

Smithville back 
in business
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