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Missouri’s Largest Lost and Found
ShowMeMoney.com

State law (447.541 RSMo.) requires the publication 
of this information in newspapers each year.

State Treasurer Scott Fitzpatrick will be 
publishing a notice of persons who are 

owners of Unclaimed Property.

Individuals and companies may visit ShowMeMoney.com
to search for assets and track their returns.

The notice will be published
in the Kansas City Star

Wednesday, June 24
& Wednesday, July 1 for

Cass County
Clay County

Jackson County
Platte County

75136314

Peggy was born in Grand Island, NE. 

She was the fi fth child of eight born 

to George and Roberta Graf. She 

was also the only girl. Growing up 

her older brothers were protective 

of her but also picked on her and 

she babysat the younger brothers 

quite a bit. The big plus of being the 

only girl was that she had her own 

bedroom.

In 1963, the family relocated to 

Gladstone, MO. Peggy attended 

Braircliff Elementary and Northgate 

Junior High. She didn’t really like 

school. At age thirteen, Peggy got a 

pinto horse named Comanche. She 

loved riding him.

She started high school at North 

Kansas City High but her parents 

decided they wanted to move to the 

country. So the family relocated to 

Lathrop, MO, when Peggy was 16. It 

was quite the culture shock but she 

ended up really liking it there.

After graduation, Peggy worked as 

a waitress until she married at 21. 

She had two children before her 

marriage ended.

Peggy started working at Lawson’s 

nursing home in 1984 and really 

liked it. She decided that she should 

go to nursing school. She graduated 

with her LPN in 1987.

On July 4, 1986, Peggy’s mom 

introduced her to Dee Dykes. He 

was twelve years older than her. 

But they really hit it off. She had 

two kids from her prior marriage 

and he had three from his prior 

marriage. They married in 1989 in a 

very old log cabin in Branson, MO. 

They have one child together. They 

have two boys and four girls.

Peggy loves the water, swimming 

and fi shing. She also loves 

gardening and growing things. She 

prefers baseball to football. Her 

traveling is mainly in visiting her 

brothers who live in Washington, 

Florida, Arkansas, Kansas, Iowa and 

a couple in Missouri.

Peggy started working at Westbrook 

in August 2019 after the Excelsior 

Springs Convalescent Center closed 

last May. She had worked there 

for twenty years. Peggy enjoys 

the homey feel of Westbrook, how 

friendly everyone is and she really 

enjoys the residents.

Besides their six children, 

Peggy and Dee have fi ve in-

laws, eight grandsons and four 

granddaughters.

When asked about a life lesson 

or life motto, she said that it’s 

important to treat people well 

because you never know when 

you’ll be the one who needs 

something.

“It’s a very home-like environment. 

The apartments feel like you’re in 

a home. It’s warm and everyone 

seems to be attentive to each other, 

both staff and residents. Defi nitely 

a more comfortable and homey 

environment than any other facility I 

know.” Debra E

Westbrook Featured Staff

Westbrook Care Center/Villas
Residential Care Facility

Independent Living Apartments

401 Platte Clay Way • Kearney, MO
www.westbrookcarecenter.com

816.628.2222

Please go to our website at www.westbrookcarecenter.com and rate us.

Peggy Dykes

75135869

Show-Me Real Estate
1101 S US 169 Hwy.
Smithville, MO 64089
816-532-6101
Email: show_merealestate@yahoo.com
www.show-merealestate.com

133.20 Acres Platte 

County Farm. This 

farm is perfect for 

investment or immediate 

development. Entire 

boundary survey has 

been completed as well 

as some preliminary 

engineering. Farm is well 

located just 3 minutes 

from I-435, 10 minutes to 

Kansas City International Airport (MCI) and 15 minutes 

from Downtown KC!

Show-Me Real Estate  

SMITHVILLE OFFICE 816-532-6101
75132706

NW Skyview Avenue Investor/ 
Developer Alert!!!

1-660-535-6112
816-387-3929 Gary's Cell
www.workmanfencing.com

WORKMAN FENCING
& CONSTRUCTION

Quality Buildings & Fencing

AUTHORIZED DEALER OF:

        • Lester Buildings
           • Authorized Independent
             Country Estate Dealer

30+ years Experience
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snowstorms stick with her.
In her apartment, Shoop 

has a sewing machine in 
the spare room. While her 
mother and grandmother 
made sure she learned to 
sew, Shoop preferred being 
a tomboy.

“I was probably 7 or 8 and 
my dad would tie a tea towel 
around me and the tractor 
seat,” said Shoop, smiling, 
“and I would drive the trac-
tor. I would help with mov-
ing hay. I was outside all the 
time.”

During a brief visit from 
her sister, Baker said she can 
confirm her elder sister’s 
tomboy nature.

“I tired,” Baker said. “Dad 
told me I wasn’t made for it. 
I was more the houseplant.”

Even the chance to drive 
her father’s 1936 Chevy 
didn’t deter Shoop.

“I learned to drive a stick 
shift and clutch,” she said. 
“I was again around 12 
years old. I was fortunate 
being long-legged.”

In high school, she played 
basketball and volleyball. 
She got her first job at the 
dime store, where she served 
as a clerk behind dishes and 
pots and pans.

“Sometimes I would be 
moved upfront by the candy 
counter,” she said.

After a three-month court-
ship, Shoop married Warren 
Shoop and moved to the 
family dairy farm four miles 
north of Meadville.

“In almost 25 years, we 
only took off three week-
ends,” she said. “While we 
had a mechanized milking 
system, strangers struggled 
to get the cows to milk. I 
believe the transport would 
take the mile to Chillicothe 
Creamery.”

During those years, Shoop 
continued to drive a tractor 
and raise a robust farm. She 
canned the produce and pre-
ferred to freeze sweet corn.

From the marriage, the 
couple had Joyce and Jerry.

“My daughter is a retired 
RN who gave 40 years to 
Liberty Hospital and my son 
worked on small business 
jets,” she said.

Now, Shoop has grand-
children and great-grand-
children with many to dote 
on in the area, including 

Kearney and Smithville.
Shoop’s strong work ethic 

did and she went to work 
for the postal service, start-
ing in Chillicothe and then 
moving to Shawnee Mission 
in 1974 for 10 years.

“I worked as a distribution 

clerk and worked at night,” 
she said. “I would sort the 
mail for the carriers. I loved 
it. I spent 18 years on the 
night shift. In 1983, I head-
ed back to Chillicothe to 
take care of my mother and 
retired in 1993.”

During her time as a care-
giver to her mother, Shoop 
began exploring genealogy.

“My mother was won-
dering about her grandfa-
ther,” she said. “I ended 
up doing that research and 
fell in love with it. When 
I would travel throughout 
the states, I would look in 
phone books for familiar 
names. That would spur a 
visit to the local library or 
courthouse.”

In that same spare room 
with her sewing machines 
are two file cabinets full of 
family history and an older 
model computer.

“Travel has been a big 
part of my life,” she said. 
“I have traveled with my 
brother Al. During the 
years, I have taken nieces, 
nephews and grandchil-
dren on trips. After being 
tied down to farms, cat-
tle and other work, I have 
made up for it by traveling. 
The ladies up here on the 
third floor take bus tours 
together too.”

Shoop said she hopes to 
impart that common sense 
her parents had to the 
younger generation.

“I would say I want to 
be remembered as a kind 
person,” she said. “I believe 
people can be nice and 
learn to be kind to others. 
It’s what we were taught. 
Learn as much as you can. 
Celebrate and use that right 
to vote. It’s important to 
be helpful, but don’t worry 
about things. I know there 
are things I can’t change. I 
have always been that way.”

Southeast Editor Kellie Houx 
can be reached at kellie.houx@

mycouriertribune.com or 389-6630.

DUO: Sisters discuss lives well lived
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Lois Shoop shares a photo of herself with her little sister Audrey 
Baker.
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The siblings, Albert, Audrey and Lois, stand in front of Albert’s 
collector automobile.
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Kearney 1st Ward Alderman Gerri Spencer is sworn back 
into office Monday, June 15, after winning reelection to 
another two-year seat on the Board of Aldermen in June. 
“Your vote shows that you trust me to be your voice and I 
am grateful for that confidence in me. I promise to continue 
truly listening to you and to do my best to represent you,” 
she told the Courier-Tribune after the election. “I also would 
like to thank my opponent for running a clean and classy 
campaign.”

Another term won

are in Clay County, with 
298 reported in non-Kansas 
City residents and 369 in 
Kansas City residents. Non-
Kansas City resident cases 
are tracked and recorded by 
the county public health 
center. Cases in Kansas 
City residents are record-
ed by Kansas City Health 
Department.

Total deaths attributed 
to the virus in the county 
stand at 13, with seven in 
non-Kansas City residents 
and six in Kansas City res-
idents. Five of the reported 
deaths are associated with 
the outbreak at Pleasant 
Valley Manor Care Center.

Most of the county’s 
reported cases for non-Kan-
sas City residents are in 
the 64068 zip code with 
135 confirmed cases, 127 
of which are in Liberty. 
Most of the confirmed 

cases in non-Kansas City 
residents are female and 
range in age from 45 to 64. 
Of those cases, 178 patients 
have been released from iso-
lation, while 107 remain in 
isolation.

In Clay County Public 
Health’s testing jurisdic-
tion, 3,945 virus tests have 
been conducted with a pos-
itivity rate of 7%. Those 
tested for antibodies stand 
at 989 with a positivity rate 
of 1.4% Mobile testing data 
for county public shows 
1,805 tests have been com-
pleted at the county agen-
cy’s mobile testing site. Of 
those, 49 or roughly 3% 
have been positive.

The dashboard also 
shows the county agency 
has a test kit supply score of 
10 out of a range of 10. The 
testing capacity has nearly 
doubled since last week in 
the public center’s jurisdic-
tion. Testing capacity for 
the week of June 7 to 13 
was 966.

Contact tracing & 
community exposure

While Missouri reopened 
Tuesday, Parson emphasized 
the importance of continu-
ing social distancing and 
practicing proper hygiene 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

Clay County’s daily 

dashboard update on 
Wednesday shows the pub-
lic health center is increas-
ing its contact tracing inves-
tigation ability with a score 
of three out of 10 this week, 
compared to zero out of 10 
last week.

Zaborac said the agency is 
hiring staff to handle inves-
tigations with funding from 
the federal CARES Act. Five 
employment offers were 
extended last week, he said, 
with three more this week.

“The goal is to get to 
between 10 and 15,” he said. 
In addition, three volunteers 
from medical personnel 
with the Kearney Area Fire 
Protection District that have 
had contact tracing educa-
tion are helping the center.

Managing Editor Amanda Lubinski 
can be reached at amanda.

lubinski@mycouriertribune.com or 
903-6001.

COUNTY: Public Health hiring to improve contact tracing
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MORE COUNTY INFO

For more information about what is and is not 
allowed under the county’s recovery plan, the state 
of virus infections in Clay County and free mobile site 
testing availability, visit www.clayhealth.com.
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