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Happy 

Veterans 

Day
From all of us at 
the CT to all the 
veterans out there, 
thank you! 
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The Missouri Department 
of Health and Senior Services 
adopted the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s rec-
ommendation for children 
ages 5 to 11 to receive the 
Pfizer-19 vaccine.

“The vaccine for children 
age 5 to 11 is a smaller dose, 
which is a third of the dosage 
for individuals 12 years and 
older. The Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine is admin-
istered as a series of two doses, 
three weeks apart, for all eli-
gible individuals,” states a 
Missouri health department 
release.

“As a parent myself, I under-
stand the concerns about 
vaccinating their young chil-
dren,” said Donald Kauerauf, 
DHSS director. “It is important 
to make an informed decision 
based on factual, scientific 
information, not what is avail-
able in a social media feed. I 
highly encourage parents to 
discuss their child’s vaccina-
tion with their pediatrician or 
trusted medical professional.”

Effectiveness
In clinical trials, the Pfizer 

vaccine was more than 90% 
effective in preventing COVID-
19 in children age 5 to 11.

“Vaccine side effects were 

mild and similar to those seen 
in adults and with other vac-
cines recommended for chil-
dren. These are normal signs 
that their body is building 
protection, but they should 
go away in a few days,” states 
the health department release. 
“The most common side effect 
was a sore arm.”

“While it is less common 
for a child to become severely 
ill or need hospitalization due 
to COVID-19, risk still exists,” 
said Kauerauf.

“The Delta variant is still 

prevalent among COVID-19 
cases and it is impacting peo-
ple differently than what we 
witnessed a year ago,” he said. 
“Also, we know kids can and 
do spread the virus and can 
unknowingly cause severe 
illness in others including 
senior citizens and at risk 
populations.”

According to census 
data, more than 533,000 
of Missouri’s population 
includes children age 5 to 
11 who are now eligible for 
vaccination.

Find a vaccine 
appointment

While younger children are 
now eligible to receive the vac-
cine, some local parents and 
care organizations are report-
ing finding an appointment 
to receive the vaccine is tough. 

“Distribution of just over 
116,000 pediatric doses across 
the state began earlier this 
week with federal plans to 
scale up to full capacity over 
the next two weeks. ... The 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine that 
is given to adults and ado-
lescents cannot be used for 
children age 5 to 11,” states the 
DHSS release.

Providers who pre-ordered 
pediatric vaccines are listed at 
MOStopsCovid.com. Vaccines.
gov lists locations on an inter-
active map where vaccines are 
available. People can also text 
their ZIP code to 438829 or 
call (800) 232-0233 to find 
locations near them.

In Clay County
Vaccine appointments for 

those age 5 and older are 
available at Clay County 
Public Health Center, 800 
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KEARNEY — Nearly a year after being charged, 
former Kearney police officer Alan B. Hale plead-

ed guilty in Clinton County 
to two counts of felony stat-
utory sodomy, according to 
court records. His guilty plea 
prompted Kearney city leaders 
to fire Hale Wednesday, Nov. 3. 
The officer had been on unpaid 
leave since last November.

“Since Nov. 18, 2020, Mr. 
Hale’s employment status has 
been unpaid administrative 
leave. In light of the recent guilty 

pleas by Mr. Hale to felony charges in Clinton 
County, the Board of Aldermen has authorized his 
termination effective immediately,” states a city 
release from Administrator Jim Eldridge.

According to the statement of probable cause, 
Hale was accused of assaulting three children 
ranging in age from 8 to 11 at the time of the 
crimes between January 2002 and December 
2005. The crimes were committed at a resi-
dence near Cameron in Clinton County, where 
the children were in Hale’s custody, according 
to court records. The incidents occurred prior 
to Hale’s hiring as an officer with the city of 
Kearney.

When the allegations surfaced last fall, Hale was 
first placed on paid leave, that changed to unpaid 
leave when he was arrested and could no longer 
perform the duties of a police officer.

A sentencing hearing is scheduled for Jan. 4, 
2022.

Managing Editor Amanda Lubinski can be reached at amanda.
lubinski@mycouriertribune.com or 903-6001.

Kearney officer 
fired after 

pleading guilty  
to sodomy

Alan Hale
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KEARNEY — Bernie Raye is active in the 
Smithville American Legion Band and is a 
member of American Legion Post No. 626 in 
Gladstone and VFW Post No. 628 in Lawson. 
That continued dedication to these organi-
zations is part of Raye’s military service that 
began almost 70 years ago.

Raye was a member of the United States Coast 
Guard. Growing up in Townsend, Massachusetts, 
the Coast Guard was big for those looking at 
military service, he said.

“I didn’t want to be in the Army,” he said. 
“My parents gave me permission and I went to 
enlist in February. I was told then, (the Coast 
Guard was) full and if I was drafted, they 
couldn’t help me out. I ended up getting the call 
in September (for the Coast Guard). Needless to 
say, I didn’t look forward to the mail coming 
during those months.”

Raye said eventually six men out of Boston 
took a train to Cape May, New Jersey, to begin 
their Coast Guard service in September 1952. 
After boot camp and other training, volunteers 
were sought for a two-year cruise.

“They were specifically looking for those with 
electronics experience,” he said, adding he stud-
ied electronics much of his life. “I was young. I 

figured this would be a way to see the world.”
Raye ended up on the Courier, a radio ship 

described as “the strangest ship in the world.” 
The tag was earned due to the ship’s unusual 
appearance and its unique role in providing 
the American government with a floating radio 
station that could be moved quickly all over 
the world. There were 80 men and 10 officers 
on board.

The vessel, operated for the U.S. Information 
Agency by the Coast Guard, featured radio 
towers, antennas, transmitters, transformers, 
generators and recording equipment as well as 
other electronic devices for broadcasting.

The ship transmitted Voice of America broad-
casts, sharing news and stories in many lan-
guages. Voice of America began broadcasting in 
1942 to combat Nazi propaganda.

“While the Korean War was going on, the 
Cold War was also heating up,” Raye said. “At 
that time, the Cold War was a war of words. It 
was propaganda on both sides.”

The Courier departed Washington, D.C. in 
early March 1952, where Raye remembers the 
ship’s dedication being given by President Harry 
S. Truman.

After departure, it was off to Norfolk, Virginia. 
The vessel also went on to Venezuela, Columbia 

Coast Guard veteran remembers Cold War’s start
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Bernie Raye, originally from Massachusetts, found 
his calling with the Coast Guard aboard a unique ship 
called the Courier, which became the Voice of America 
floating station.

SMITHVILLE — The annual wine walk 
presented by Smithville Main Street District 
will be Saturday, Nov. 13, throughout the 
downtown Smithville area off Main Street. 
This year’s event also features a Christmas 

market. The market runs from 3 to 7 p.m. 
with wine tasting starting at 4 p.m. Tickets 
are needed for tastings, but not shopping.

In addition to offering wines to taste and 
bottles to purchase, whiskey by the glass, 

beers, soda and cigars will also be available 
for purchase.

“With each ticket purchase, you will 
receive 10 tasting tickets and a wine glass,” 
states a release. Proceeds benefit the Main 

Street District, a nonprofit organization ded-
icated to local businesses.

To learn more, search “Wine Walk & 
Christmas Market — Smithville Main Street 
District” on Facebook.

Downtown Smithville wine walk, market this Saturday

Children ages 
5-11 now eligible 
for shots

METRO CREATIVE 

Vaccine appointments for those age 5 and older as well as booster 
shots are available at Clay County Public Health Center. Learn more at 
clayhealth.com/311/Where-to-Get-Vaccinated.

MORE VACCINE INFO
Updates on regional 

COVID-19 news can 
also be found on 
the Courier-Tribune’s 
coronavirus continuing 
coverage page at 
mycouriertribune.com/
coronaviruscoverage.

COVID-19 VACCINES

VACCINE/Page A4

VET/Page A3
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