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Liberty Mayor Lyndell Brenton, center, 
slides down a new slide with Jodi Capps, 
left, chair of the Liberty Parks Foundation; 
and Christopher Hand, chair of the Liberty 
Parks Board.

Atlas 
Hiller, 2, 
climbs 
in one of 
the new 
playground 
pieces at 
City Park, 
under the 
watchful 
eyes of his 
parents 
Jacob 
Hiller and 
Aisha 
Alese.
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Liberty’s City Park  
opens with lots of laughter
BY KELLIE HOUX
kellie.houx@mycouriertribune.com

L
IBERTY — One of the biggest 
projects supported by community 
groups and use tax funds, Lib-

erty’s revitalized City Park, officially 
reopened this month.

At the ribbon cutting, Mayor Lyndell 
Brenton said little did the council, city 
staff or him realize that just two short 
years after passing the use tax, there 
would be a pandemic, which upend-
ed the park construction timeline. 
Schedules for contractors and installers 
were stalled, but late last year, a team 
from Cloverleaf Inc. for AB Creative 
brought in some of the first playground 
pieces to City Park, located at 970 
Missouri Highway 291.

“As much as we wanted to have the 
park amenities in place and done in 
2020, it was not in the cards,” said 
Parks Director BJ Staab.

City Park was established as Liberty’s 
first park in 1949 and is 12 acres. With 
the improvements, the park is now 
designed for kids of all ages and abil-
ities. A new spray park will be open 
next spring.

Vireo, a landscape architecture firm, 
designed the park with input from the 
community and Liberty Parks Board. 
Groups such as the Liberty Parks 
Foundation and the Liberty Masons 
along with the local Eastern Star raised 
funds for various inclusive play pieces 
as well.

“So many people are excited to play 
here,” Staab said, listening to children 
laughing as they play on the various 
playground pieces at the opening. “We 
will continue to make some improve-
ments, but I am so glad that we have 
made it.”

Brenton said improvements give the 
ability to see more of the park from 
Highway 291 are significant.

“It’s a great place. I will bring my 
grandchildren to as well,” he said.
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Terrence Campbell helps his daughter, 
Kinsela Campbell, almost 2, climb rocks 
that are part of a City Park play area 
designed for younger children.
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LIBERTY — A Liberty 
man has been charged with 

his moth-
er’s mur-
der after 
investiga-
tors were 
called on 
a report 
of a man 
b e i n g 
“out of 
c o n t r o l ” 
F r i d a y , 
Nov. 12.

At 11:47 p.m. Friday, 
Liberty officers responded 
to a house in the 400 block 
of Glendale Road after a 
relative called police. Upon 
arrival, police discovered a 
bloody scene with Jill Little, 
46, of Liberty, deceased in 
the master bedroom. The 

20-year-old, Little’s son, 
Austin M. Little, was iden-
tified as the suspect in the 
homicide.

“The suspect was report-
ed to have fled the resi-
dence on foot prior to the 
arrival of police. Claycomo 
police provided assistance 
by canvassing the area for 
the suspect. They locat-
ed him a short time later, 
nearby in the 400 block 
of Gordon Street. He was 
arrested with the assistance 
of the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Office,” states a Liberty 
police release.

According to court doc-
uments, when Claycomo 
officers located Austin in 
the 400 block of Gordon 
Street, he was covered in 
blood on the right side of 
his body and ordered to 
the ground by officers at 
gun point. When officers 
attempted to take Austin 
into custody, court docu-
ments state Austin resisted, 
prompting police to use a 
Taser multiple times.

“While continuing 
to resist, Austin began to 
actively fight with officers. 
Officers continued to fight 
with him until deputies from 
the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Office arrived on scene and 

he was eventually taken into 
custody,” reads the probable 
cause statement. “Austin was 
then transported to Liberty 
Hospital, where he was 
medically cleared and trans-
ported to the Liberty Police 
Department for holding.”

During an investiga-
tion at the murder scene, 
investigators discovered Jill 
had multiple stab wounds. 
Investigators also found 
blood throughout the res-
idence and recovered mul-
tiple weapons and other 
items possibly used as weap-
ons with apparent blood on 
them including a high-pow-
ered pellet rifle, knife, dent-
ed sauce pan and hammer.

Little is charged with 
second-degree murder and 
armed criminal action and 
remains in Clay County 
Detention Center in Liberty.

In Clay County Circuit 
Court Monday, Nov. 15, a 
public defender was ordered 
to represent Austin and 
the court ordered a metal 
health exam be performed. 
A hearing is scheduled for 
Nov. 30.

Managing Editor Amanda Lubinski 
can be reached at amanda.

lubinski@mycouriertribune.com or 
903-6001.
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KEARNEY — Longtime businessman, 

veteran and community supporter Cecil 
Lovett Jr. is being mourned in Kearney and 
around Clay County after passing last week.

Described as a master community 

connector who was direct in his approach 
and lived enough for several lifetimes, Lovett 
is survived by the love of his life and wife of 
more than 60 years, Rue Lovett; and their 

family, which includes daughters Teresa 
Brent, Loni (Steve) Collins, Annette (Kevin) 

Community businessman, veteran Cecil Lovett remembered

Son charged  
in mom’s murder
Investigators 
find bloody  
knife, pan, 
hammer, gun 
at crime scene

Austin M. 
Little
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Smithville’s Dewayne 
Knott has been at Ft. 
McCoy military base in 
Wisconsin since Nov. 8. 
While he describes the days 
as reminiscent of the film 
“Groundhog Day” with 
repetitious work for many 
hours seven days a week, he 
is happy to be there, help-
ing 12,000 refugees from 
Afghanistan.

Knott, a leader with the 
Smithville American Legion 
post and an Air Force veter-
an, is a volunteer with Team 
Rubicon, an international 
nongovernment organiza-
tion specializing in disaster 
response.

“During my career, I have 
been in Kuwait during the 
oil well fires, monitoring 
air quality in 1991,” he 
explained. “Then I worked 
with the embassy a year 
later. I have been to Iraq in 
2003 to 2004 in a military 

Smithville veteran 
helps Afghan refugees

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Team Rubicon volunteer 
Dewayne Knott, left, stands 
with a new Afghani friend, 
at Ft. McCoy military base 
in Wisconsin. Knott has 
been helping refugees from 
Afghanistan find clothing, 
including winter clothing.SMITHVILLE/Page A2
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