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Man arrested for  
stealing $10 and 
3 bags of ice 

DPL tells E-Land it can lease 
Marpi property for 40 years 
subject to legislative approval
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WHILE some of the world’s major 
cities anticipate to reopen to tour-
ism this summer, the CNMI wants 
to first ensure that the threshold for 
herd immunity has been reached 
before it reopens to tourists, Gov. 
Ralph DLG Torres said on Friday.

“We are safe as a community, but 
in order for us to open up to tourism, 

we need to hit a certain threshold,” 
he said, adding that every state and 
jurisdiction has its 
own goals in terms 
of reopening its 
borders to tourism.

“If we are not 
safe, then we have 
[no] business talk-
ing about tourism.”

For starters, the 
governor said, there is a need to 

consider the quarantine protocols 
for visitors upon their return to their 

home countries.
Now that South 

Korea has lifted 
its mandatory 14-
day quarantine for 
returning residents, 
Gov. Torres said the 
CNMI is about half-
way, if not three-

fourths, of the way to addressing 

concerns raised from both ends 
of the discussion between South 
Korea and the Commonwealth.

Torres said that his office, the 
Commonwealth Healthcare Corp., 
the CNMI Covid-19 Task Force, the 
Governor’s Council of Economic 
Advisors, the Marianas Visitors 
Authority and the Hotel Association 

MoA signing. Northern Marianas College Interim President Frankie Eliptico and Department and Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
Commissioner Dennis Mendiola on Monday signed a Memorandum of Agreement that identifies how they will work cooperatively to carry out the 
DFEMS / NMC Fire Academy. Those who complete the academy will be able to earn college credits that can be used toward the completion of 
their associate degree.                        NMC photo

NMI may reach herd immunity
by July, governor says
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THE Commonwealth Casino Com-
mission is not a high funding prior-
ity for the $515 million the CNMI 
stands to receive from the federal 
government through the Ameri-
can Rescue 
Plan Act, or 
ARPA, Sec-
retary of Fi-
nance David 
Atalig said 
on Friday.

However, discussions are ongo-
ing on how assist the CCC through 
other sources of funding, he added.

Atalig noted that he did transfer 
$3 million from CCC to help with 
the CNMI’s Covid-19 response 

Casino commission 
not high priority 
for ARPA funds, 

says Finance chief
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IMPERIAL Pacific International 
LLC remitted the second monthly 
settlement payment on April 30, 
attorney Michael Dotts told the 
federal court on Monday.

Dotts: IPI 
no longer 
has H-2B 
workers

WEEKLY ONLINE POLL

Do you plan to get 
the Covid-19 vaccine?

Visit mvariety.com to cast your vote! 

Weekly Poll Results will be published every 

Monday in the Views section of our newspaper.


