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Experiences of  the Holocaust echo in today’s 
society. While the repercussions of  pain and 
death are recognizable, so too is the legacy of  
human kindness and cooperation.

On Sunday, Nov. 2, MSU had the honor  
of  hosting Eva Schloss, a Holocaust survivor 
and stepsister to Anne Frank. The MSU 
Leadership Institute and Chabad Lubavitch  
of  Montana partnered to bring Schloss to MSU 
to share her experiences with the Bozeman 
community. Schloss is an international speaker, 
teacher, and humanitarian who advocates for 
peace and love across the globe. Her story is 
incredibly inspiring and reminds us that  
“love is all that matters.”

The event was set up in a question-and-
answer style. Schloss gracefully ascended a small 
set of  stairs and took a seat onstage alongside 
President Waded Cruzado, Rabbi Chaim Bruck, 
and graduate student Barbara do Amaral. With 
one question, Schloss’s words began to flow. 
Throughout the night, she was eager to tell her 
story and share not only of  the horrors of  her 
past, but also her firm belief  in the essential 
goodness of  human beings. 

Schloss was born in 1929 in Vienna, Austria. 
She grew up in Hitler’s Europe and migrated 
with her family to Belgium, then Holland in 
1938. In Holland, Schloss met Anne Frank  
and her father Otto. The two became fast 

friends, even though Anne was a “chatterbox” 
and Schloss “didn’t talk that much.” In 1942, 
Nazi Germany invaded Holland, and the 
Schloss family went into hiding. Schloss  
never saw Frank again.

Schloss recalled how she was sent with her 
mother to a safe home while her father and 
brother had to go to a different house. She was 
afraid and desperately missed her family, but 
she stayed quiet with her mother. However, a 
woman was blackmailing her father and brother, 
and the two had to escape from their safe home. 
A Dutch nurse offered up a new safe home, to 
which the Schloss men traveled. The safe house 
was close to Eva and her mother. For a short 
while, the family was happy, and they were able 
to spend time with one another.

On Eva’s 15th birthday, a knock came at the 
door. Since Nazis never raided houses in the 
morning, the Schloss family thought that they 
were safe, and they opened the door. The Nazis 
stormed the house and captured the Schloss 
family. The Dutch nurse had betrayed them, and 
Eva and her family were sent to the Auschwitz-
Birkenau death camp in May 1944. 

Schloss said, “The whole point of  the 
process was the de-humanization of  us.” At the 
camp, Schloss and her mother were separated 
from her father and brother. They worked 
18 hours a day, slept very little, and were fed 
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