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HALF MOON BAY, Calif. (AP) 
— An agricultural worker killed 
seven people at the farm where he 
worked and at another business in 
Northern California, plunging the 
state into mourning again in the 
wake of its third mass killing in 
eight days.

Officers arrested a suspect in 
Monday’s shootings, 67-year-old 
Chunli Zhao, after they found him 
in his car in the parking lot of a 
sheriff’s substation, San Mateo 
County Sheriff Christina Corpus 
said.

Seven people were found dead 
and an eighth wounded at a farm 

and another location several miles 
away, the Sheriff’s Office said. Of-
ficials have suspected that Zhao 
worked at one of the facilities and 
that the victims were workers as 
well, Corpus said. Officials haven’t 
determined a motive for the shoot-
ing.

San Mateo County Sheriff Chris-
tina Corpus confirmed Tuesday 
that Zhao was an employee at 
Mountain Mushroom Farm. She 
says that the only known connec-
tion between the shooter and his 
victims is that “they may have 
been coworkers.”

The sheriff’s office said seven of 

the victims were men and one was 
a woman. Some were Asian and 
others were Hispanic, and some 
were migrant workers.

Aerial television images Monday 
showed police officers collecting 
evidence from a farm with dozens 
of greenhouses, which appeared to 
be the location where police found 
four dead. On Tuesday morning, 
police continued to block off the 
location.

On Jan. 16, a teenage mother and 
her baby were among six people 
killed in a shooting at a home in 
California’s Central Valley. Offi-
cials discussing the investigation 

mentioned a possible gang link to 
the killings.

California was still reeling Tues-
day from an attack on a Lunar New 
Year celebration in Monterey Park 
that killed 11 and cast a shadow 
over an important holiday for 
many Asian-American communi-
ties. Authorities are still seeking a 
motive for the Saturday shooting.

“For the second time in recent 
days, California communities are 
mourning the loss of loved ones in 
a senseless act of gun violence,” 
President Joe Biden said Tuesday 
morning. “Even as we await fur-
ther details on these shootings, we 

know the scourge of gun violence 
across America requires stronger 
action.”

The new year has brought six 
mass killings in the U.S. in fewer 
than three weeks, accounting for 
39 deaths. Three have occurred in 
California since Jan. 16, accord-
ing to a database compiled by The 
Associated Press, USA Today and 
Northeastern University. The da-
tabase tracks every mass killing — 
defined as four dead not including 
the offender — committed in the 
U.S. since 2006.

Suspect in shootings at farms was employee

BY ADISON APPLEGATE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

CARLYLE — Trial dates were va-
cated and rescheduled on Monday in 
the case of a 28-year-old Breese man 
facing charges connected to the al-
leged murder of Marcos Chavez Xiloj.

According to court documents, Val-
entin Nau Navarro-Lopez appeared 
with Public Defender Stewart Free-
man and a translator, and motioned 
for the vacation of his trial date. After 
the motion was granted, a new trial 
date was set for March 20, with a pre-
trial appearance set for March 10.

During a preliminary hearing in 
November, Navarro-Lopez waived 
his formal arraignment and pleaded 
not guilty to four counts of murder, 
a Class M felony. Two other counts 
against Navarro-Lopez — including 
kidnapping, a Class 2 felony, and un-
lawful restraint, a Class 4 felony — 
were both dismissed by motion of the 
state.

During the hearing, Clinton County 
Sheriff’s Office detectives Tyler Whit-
ney and Eric McClaren testified that 
deputies responded to a possible kid-
napping and unlawful restraint call 
regarding Chavez Xiloj. According 
to Whitney, detectives were told that 
Melissa Chavez received a text from 
Navarro-Lopez, the last person with 
whom Chavez Xiloj was reportedly 
seen, saying that Chavez Xiloj was al-
legedly tied up in a bathroom near 
Carlyle Lake. Chavez was reportedly 
able to describe Navarro-Lopez and 
the vehicle he drove, which matched 
another description given by another 
subject who was also interviewed re-

garding Chavez 
Xiloj’s disap-
pearance.

After inves-
tigating bath-
rooms around 
the lake, dep-
uties had not 
found Chavez 
Xiloj, accord-
ing to Whitney. 
He said that 
the next step 
deputies took 
was finding Na-
varro-Lopez via 
GPS by cell phone “pinging.” Through 
that process, deputies were able to 
find Navarro-Lopez in Georgia, where 
they interviewed him and extradited 
him back to Clinton County on kidnap-
ping and unlawful restraint charges.

McClaren said that Navarro-Lo-
pez was shown Google Maps images 
during a taped interview and, after 
looking at the images, he allegedly 
pointed out where Chavez Xiloj’s body 
was located. Navarro-Lopez described 
to detectives that a fight with Chavez 
Xiloj had occurred near the lake.

“A fight ensued and went down to-
ward the water. … He (Navarro-Lopez) 
said that Marcos bent down to pick up 
a rock,” McClaren testified.

McClaren continued to say that 
Navarro-Lopez told the detectives 
that Chavez Xiloj missed when he al-
legedly threw a rock at him. After fall-
ing, Navarro-Lopez saw that Chavez 
Xiloj was “profusely bleeding,” so he 
dragged him to the water to “clean” 
him.

Both Whitney and McClaren de-
scribed finding Chavez Xiloj’s body 
face-down near the lake, with his 
pants and shoes off. Blood and hair 
was found at the scene, along with a 
football-sized rock which was report-
edly covered in blood on one side.

aapplegate@morningsentinel.com
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CENTRALIA — The Centralia 
City Council met Monday night and 
approved a resolution to adopt the 
“Ten Shared Principles” designed to 
bridge the gap of mistrust between 
law enforcement and communities of 
color.

Centralia Police Chief Christopher 
Locke and Francine Nicholson, the 
president of the O’Fallon Metro East 
Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP) and the Illinois State 
Conference second vice president 
for the NAACP, presented the Ten 
Shared Principles to the council and 
explained that they were a result of 
a collaborative effort between the 
NAACP and the Illinois Chiefs of Po-
lice Association.

Locke said the principles were fi-
nalized in 2018 and that Centralia 
would be the second city he has im-

plemented them in, as he had ad-
opted them when he worked for the 
Fairview Heights department.

“(The principles) provide a true 
blueprint, in our opinion, for us to 
improve police and community rela-
tions,” Locke said.

Locke and Nicholson read the prin-
ciples for the council, which included 
that every person’s life has value and 
that life is to be of the highest value. 
They also included the rejection of 
discrimination, supporting diversity, 
endorsing the values inherent in 
community policing and building and 
rebuilding trust.

Nicholson said that, to continue the 
message of the principles, community 
members could begin an open dia-
logue with Locke and officers to build 
on the relationships between law en-
forcement and the community.

“We’re signing this, but it doesn’t 
stop here,” Nicholson said.

Later, the council approved a reso-
lution of intent to proceed with a lead 
service line inventory program. City 
Manager Kory Smith said the pro-
gram would be compliant with new 
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KELL — Authorities are inves-
tigating the discovery of a human 
bone in rural Marion County.

Marion County Sheriff Kevin 
Cripps, in a statement issued on 
Monday afternoon, said sheriff’s 
office personnel responded to a 
rural Kell residence after receiv-
ing a report of a possible human 
bone being found.

Marion County Coroner Troy 

Cannon reported that his office 
was contacted about the discovery 
on Sunday evening by the sheriff’s 
office. Cannon said the discovered 
bone was transported Monday 
morning to the Champaign County 
Coroner’s Office, where the Uni-
versity of Illinois Forensic An-
thropology Department examined 
the bone and confirmed that it was 
human.

The Illinois State Police Crime 
Scene Investigation (CSI) unit, 
Marion County Coroner’s Office 
and SAR K-9 CO-OP were con-
tacted to assist the sheriff’s office 
in the investigation.

Cannon reported that the CSI 

unit processed the area in search 
of other remains or evidence, but 
the search yielded negative re-
sults.

“The area was also searched by 
cadaver dogs of the Southern Il-
linois Search and Rescue agency, 
also with negative results,” he 
noted.

Cripps said the incident is being 
actively investigated, and no fur-
ther details are being released at 
this time.

Authorities encouraged those 
with information about the inves-
tigation to contact Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office investigations at 
618-548-2141.

Centralia Council backs ‘Ten 
Shared Principles’ resolution

Human bone found in rural Marion County
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CLINTON COUNTY — Associate 
Judge Douglas Gruenke has an-
nounced that he will run for the of-
fice of circuit judge of the Illinois 
Fourth Judicial Circuit.

A statement from Gruenke, re-
leased on Sunday, said the at-large 
circuit judge vacancy was created 
by the election of Judge Michael 
McHaney to the Fifth District Ap-
pellate Court. Gruenke will run in 
the Republican primary in 2024.

Gruenke was appointed as an as-
sociate judge in the Fourth Judi-
cial Circuit in 2021, after having 
been previously elected Clinton 
County state’s attorney. Prior to 
being elected state’s attorney, he 
was in private practice for over 18 
years, representing and advising 
municipalities, small businesses 
and private citizens.

Since being appointed associate 
judge, Gruenke has presided over 
court proceedings in all nine coun-
ties in the Fourth Judicial Circuit, 
handling both criminal and civil 
cases.

“Having the opportunity to con-
duct court in all nine counties in 
our circuit has allowed me to meet 

many wonder-
ful and hard-
working people 
from every cor-
ner of the cir-
cuit. It would 
be a privilege 
to receive their 
support for cir-
cuit judge,” he 
said.

Gruenke 
i s  a  g r a d u -
ate of Wesclin 
High School , 
Southern Illinois  University 

Douglas Gruenke to run 
for circuit judge post

Trial date vacated in 
Clinton Co. murder case
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Please see, Shootings, Page 3A

Valentin Nau Navarro-
Lopez now scheduled to 

face trial March 20

Valentin Nau 
Navarro-Lopez

Former Clinton 
County state’s attorney 
announces intent to run

Judge Douglas 
Gruenke

State police, sheriff’s and 
coroners offices are investigating

Police chief, NAACP official 
present principles on Monday
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Centralia officials and O’Fallon NAACP leaders came together Monday night for the signing of the “Ten 
Shared Principles” by Centralia Police Chief Christopher Locke and Francine Nicholson, the president of the 
O’Fallon Metro East Branch of the NAACP. FROM LEFT are Mayor Bryan Kuder, Locke, Nicholson, Centralia 
NAACP President Eric Collins, O’Fallon NAACP Vice President Fred Hatley and Bunny Garrett, chair of the 
Committee on Reducing Racial Disparities in Employment.
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SHARED PRINCIPLES — Fran-

cine Nicholson, president of the 
O’Fallon Metro East Branch of the 
NAACP, signs a copy of the “Ten 
Shared Principles” during Monday 
evening’s council meeting.Please see Council, Page 2A

Please see Gruenke, Page 2A
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Weather
Snow/cloudy early; a 
few snow showers late
High 38 / Low 27

Details, 8B

Sports
Woodlawn Lady 
Cardinals fall at 
home to Goreville

Details, 1B


