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OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Railroad 
engineers accepted their deal with 
the railroads that will deliver 24% 
raises but conductors rejected theirs, 
threatening the health of the econ-
omy just before the holidays and cast-
ing more doubt on whether the indus-
try will be able to resolve the labor 
dispute before next month’s deadline 
without the help of Congress.

Even the threat of a work stop-
page could tangle the nation’s supply 
chain as railroads will freeze ship-
ments of chemicals and other goods 
that could create hazards if disrupted 
midway to their destination.

A split vote Monday from the two 
biggest railroad unions follows the 

rejection by three other unions of 
their deals with the railroads that the 
Biden administration helped broker 
before the original strike deadline 
in September. Seven smaller unions 
have approved the five-year deal 
that, on top of the 24% raise, includes 
$5,000 in bonuses.

But many union members have 
voted to reject the contracts because, 
they say, they fail to address demand-
ing schedules and quality of life is-
sues for employees.

All 12 must approve the contracts 
to prevent a strike that could cripple 
supply chains and hamper a stressed 
U.S. economy still emerging from the 
pandemic.

The Retail Industry Leaders As-
sociation said a rail strike “would 
cause enormous disruption to the 
flow of goods nationwide” although 
retail stores are well stocked for the 
crucial holiday shopping season.

“Fortunately, this year’s holiday 
gifts have already landed on store 
shelves. But an interruption to rail 
transportation does pose a significant 
challenge to getting items like perish-
able food products and e-commerce 
shipments delivered on time, and it 
will undoubtedly add to the inflation-
ary pressures already hitting the U.S. 
economy,” said Jess Dankert with the 
group that represents more than 200 
major retailers.

The unions that rejected their 
deals agreed to return to the bar-
gaining table to try to hash out a 
new agreement before a new strike 
deadline early next month. But those 
talks have deadlocked because the 
railroads refuse to consider adding 
paid sick time to what was already 
offered.

It appears increasingly likely that 
Congress will have to step in to set-
tle the dispute. Lawmakers have the 
power to impose contract terms if 
both sides can’t reach an agreement. 
Hundreds of business groups have 
urged Congress and President Joe 
Biden to be ready to intervene if 
needed.

Workers frustrated with the de-
manding schedules and deep job 
cuts in the industry pushed to reject 
these contracts because they don’t 
resolve workers’ key quality-of-life 
concerns. The deals for the engi-
neers and conductors did include a 
promise to try to improve the sched-
uling of regular days off and nego-
tiate the details of those schedules 
further at each railroad. The unions 
that represent engineers and con-
ductors also received three unpaid 
days off a year to tend to medical 
needs as long they were scheduled 
at least 30 days in advance.

Supply chain under threat as unions, rails clash

CIANJUR, Indonesia (AP) — A 
powerful earthquake killed at least 
162 people and injured hundreds 
on Indonesia’s main island on Mon-
day. Terrified residents fled into the 
street, some covered in blood and 
debris.

Many of the dead were pub-
lic-school students who had fin-
ished their classes for the day and 
were taking extra lessons at Islamic 
schools when they collapsed, West 
Java Governor Ridwan Kamil said 
as he announced the latest death 
toll in the remote, rural area.

Hospitals were overwhelmed by 
injured people, and the toll was 
expected to rise further. No esti-
mates were immediately available 
because of the area’s far-flung, 
rural population, but many struc-
tures collapsed, and residents and 
emergency workers braced for grim 
news.

“Buildings were completely flat-
tened,” said Dwi Sarmadi, who 
works for an Islamic educational 
foundation in a neighboring district.

Roughly 175,000 people live in 
the town of Cianjur, part of a moun-
tainous district of the same name 
with more than 2.5 million people. 
Known for their piety, the people 
of Cianjur live mostly in towns of 
one- and two-story buildings and in 
smaller homes in the surrounding 
countryside.

Kamil said that more than 13,000 
people whose homes were heavily 
damaged were taken to evacuation 
centers.

Emergency workers treated the 
injured on stretchers and blankets 
outside hospitals, on terraces and 
in parking lots in the Cianjur re-
gion, about three hours drive from 
the capital, Java. The injured, in-
cluding children, were given oxygen 
masks and IV lines. Some were re-
suscitated.

Hundreds of people gathered out-
side the Cianjur regional hospital 
building, waiting for treatment

“I was working inside my office 
building. The building was not dam-
aged, but as the quake shook very 
strongly, many things fell. My leg 
was hit by heavy stuff,” Sarmadi 
said.

Sarmadi was waiting near a tent 
outside the hospital after some 

overwhelmed clinics were unable to 
see him. Many people were coming 
in worse shape.

“I really hope they can handle me 
soon,” he said.

Hasan, a construction worker 
who, like many Indonesians, uses 
one name, is also one of the survi-
vors that is being taken to the hos-
pital.

“I fainted. It was very strong,” 
said Hasan.

“I saw my friends running to es-
cape from the building. But it was 
too late to get out and I was hit by 
the wall.”

Residents, some crying and 
holding their children, fled dam-
aged homes after the magnitude 5.6 
quake shook the region in West Java 
province in the late afternoon, at a 
depth of 10 kilometers (6.2 miles). It 
also caused panic in the greater Ja-
karta area, where high-rises swayed 
and some people evacuated.

In many homes in Cianjur, chunks 
of concrete and roof tiles fell inside 
bedrooms.

Shopkeeper Dewi Risma was 
working with customers when the 
quake hit, and she ran for the exit.

“The vehicles on the road stopped 
because the quake was very strong,” 
she said. “I felt it shook three times, 
but the first one was the strongest 
one for around 10 seconds. The roof 
of the shop next to the store I work 
in had collapsed, and people said 
two had been hit.”

Twenty-five people were still 
stuck buried in the debris in Cijedil 
village, National Disaster Mitiga-
tion Agency spokesman Abdul Mu-
hari said earlier in the day.

Several landslides closed roads 
around the Cianjur district. Among 
the dozens of buildings that were 
damaged was a hospital, the agency 
said. Power outages were reported.

Indonesia’s Meteorology, Clima-
tology, and Geophysical Agency re-
corded at least 25 aftershocks.

“The quake felt so strong. My col-
leagues and I decided to get out of 
our office on the ninth floor using 
the emergency stairs,” said Vidi Pri-
madhania, a worked in the capital, 
where many residents ran into the 
streets and others hid under desks.
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CENTRALIA — The Centralia 
Youth Commission and the Gaetti 
Sports Academy have teamed up 
to bring some holiday cheer to the 
community.

The two entities took part in a 
friendly food drive competition 
during the first half of November, 
and on Friday, items collected 
during the drive were transported 
to two local food pantries.

Community Development and 
Planning and Zoning Director Gayla 
Harting, the city’s advisory staff to 

the youth commission, said the or-
ganization’s youth and adult com-
missioners were tasked with secur-
ing food donations. Cash donations 
were also accepted and were used 
to purchase additional food.

In similar fashion, the coaches 
and kids at the sports academy 
spent early November spreading 
the word and seeking contribu-
tions.

In the end, Harting said, the 
commission and GSA each col-
lected enough food to fill the bed 
of a pickup truck.

“We decided to call it a tie be-
tween the two of us and a win for 
the community,” she said.

Organizers transported one truck-
load of food to the Wamac Mission-
ary Baptist Church food bank and 
the other to the Centralia Commu-
nity Benevolent Association food 
pantry on Friday.
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SALEM — A Salem woman has 
been sentenced to more than two 
decades in prison in connection 
with the robbery of a local fast 
food restaurant.

Following witness testimony and 
a statement of allocution from the 
defendant, Judge Mark Stedelin 
sentenced Christina N. Lewis, 41, 
on Friday to 23 years in the Illi-
nois Department of Corrections 
on a Class X felony count of armed 
robbery without a firearm. The 
prison term will be followed by 
18 months’ mandatory supervised 
release.

During an Oct. 4 appearance, 
Lewis entered a partially nego-

tiated plea to the offense, under 
which she would ask for no less 
than 15 years’ imprisonment at 
sentencing and prosecutors would 
request no more than 25 years. 
A second Class X felony count, 
armed robbery with a firearm, was 
dismissed under the plea agree-
ment.

Lewis has been represented in 
the case by Public Defender Craig 
Griffin.

Lewis was arrested outside of 
the Salem Wendy’s in October 2021 
after she reportedly attempted to 
rob the restaurant at gunpoint, Sa-
lem police said at the time of the 
incident.

“We received a 911 call ... from 
a female who stated that she be-
lieved Wendy’s was being robbed,” 
said Salem’s then-police chief, 
Sean Reynolds. “The employee 
had observed the manager being 
followed by a person who had a 
gun in their hand, so she exited 
the store and called 911 to report 

the suspected 
robbery.”

According 
to  Reynolds , 
there was an 
officer nearby, 
and they were 
a b l e  t o  a r -
rive on scene 
q u i c k l y  t o 
check out the 
report.  Upon 
arrival, the of-
ficer made con-
tact with the suspect, later identi-
fied as Lewis, after observing her 
walking along the back side of the 
building.

“He ordered her to stop, and on 
the second command she did stop 
and he secured her and placed her 
into custody,” said Reynolds.

A subsequent search of Lewis 
reportedly found a loaded hand-
gun and cash believed to have 
been taken during the robbery.
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Food drive ‘a win for the community’

Lewis sentenced on armed robbery charge
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CARLYLE — Two Centralia res-
idents have each been sentenced 
to more than a decade in prison on 
meth-related charges.

According to court records, Joshua 
N. Phelps, 46, pleaded guilty in Clin-
ton County Court on Nov. 7 to a Class 
X felony count of possession of 100 
to 400 grams of methamphetamine. 
Phelps was sentenced to 15 years in 
the Illinois Department of Correc-
tions, with credit for 112 days already 
served; his prison term will be fol-
lowed by an 18-month period of man-
datory supervised release.

Three other felony counts against 
Phelps — Class X offenses alleging 
delivery of 100 to 400 grams of meth 
and manufacture or delivery of 15 
to 100 grams of fentanyl, as well as a 
Class 4 felony count of possession of 
a controlled substance — were dis-
missed under the plea agreement.

Co-defendant Brandon C. McMullin, 
36, last Wednesday also pleaded guilty 
to possessing 100 to 400 grams of meth. 
As with Phelps, counts against McMul-
lin alleging meth delivery, manufacture 
or delivery of fentanyl and possession of 
a controlled substance were dismissed. 
McMullin also received a 15-year IDOC 
sentence, to be followed by 18 months’ 
mandatory supervised release.

Phelps and McMullin were both for-
mally charged on July 27. Phelps has 
been represented by Public Defender 
Stewart Freeman, according to court 
records, while McMullin has been rep-
resented by attorney Wesley Gozia.
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Two sentenced on meth 
charges in Clinton County

Indonesian quake 
kills at least 162 and 

injures hundreds
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Centralia Youth 
Commission, Gaetti 

Sports Academy assist 
local food pantries
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FROM LEFT, Connie and Marc Profancik from the Centralia Community Benevolent Association; Community 

Development and Planning and Zoning Director Gayla Harting; and City of Centralia employees Derek Williams, 

Ben Holtkamp and Billy White stand next to donated items that were dropped off at the CCBA food pantry.
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SPECIAL DELIVERY — City of Cen-

tralia employee Derek Williams helps 

drop off donated food items at the 

Centralia Community Benevolent As-

sociation food pantry on Friday.

Christina N. Lewis 
given 23 years for robbery 

of Salem restaurant
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Joshua N. Phelps, Brandon 
C. McMullin each given 

15-year prison terms
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