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Weather
Partly cloudy during 
the day, clear at night
High 32 / Low 17

details, 10b

Sports
Lady Rams late rally 
falls short at home 
against Teutopolis

details, 1b

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon City Schools District 80 Board 
of Education approved the fiscal year 
2022 tentative levy during Monday’s 
meeting.

Superintendent Ryan Swan said 
that the district always adopts the fi-
nal levy during the December board 
meeting, but the tentative levy must 

be on display for 20 days.
“We are a tax-capped county, so 

there is a limiting rate that is put on 
us, a threshold basically you can’t go 
above,” Swan said. “The three big fig-
ures are used to calculate what that 
limiting tax rate that we are available 
to use, which is based on our EAV 
(Equalized Assessed Value) of prop-
erty within our district, new construc-
tion within our district and then CPI 
(Consumer Price Index).”

Swan explained that the way the 
system is set up, school districts have 
to estimate those numbers, because 
EAV and new construction numbers 
are not finalized until the Spring.

“We always have to come up with 
an estimate on what the EAV (is), then 
the new property and then when the 
assessor’s office in the spring finalizes 
all of those numbers then they adjust 
them,” Swan said. “So a lot of what 
we do with the levy is an estimation of 
those two figures. So this year we have 
took a three year average on what our 
EAV and new construction has been 
and use that as an average as opposed 
to just plugging in an arbitrary num-
ber.”

Swan said another factor to con-
sider is the CPI, which is basically the 
rate of inflationary costs, which is set 
by the state. He said looking back 10 

years, CPI was typically in the 1-3% 
range, and right now it is much higher 
than 5%.

“I think the real CPI is 7% or 8%, 
but the threshold that the state sets 
for tax levy and tax cap is 5%,” Swan 
said.

Swan said that those figures are not 
set by the district with EAV and new 
property being handled by the asses-
sor’s office and CPI being set by the 
state. He said when they input the CPI 
number into the formula to determine 
the total monies they can levy for this 
year, it pushes the district over the 
4.99% threshold.

Swan said based on the three year 

averages for EAV and new property, 
as well as CPI being at 5%, for the dis-
trict to capture the maximum amount 
they would have to do a 7.7% increase 
compared to last year.

“When we go past 4.99% in De-
cember, we would have to conduct a 
Truth in Taxation hearing, which is 
like when we have a budget hearing 
before the board, it is just an extra 
step, we have to have notification in 
the newspaper for that,” Swan said. 
“What that does is it notifies that we 
are having a hearing because we are 
going beyond the 4.99%.”

District 80 eyes tentative tax levy

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The new 
restaurant JJ’s Sports Bar and Grill is 
opening its doors this week at the site 
of the former Bob Evans at 4424 Fair-
fax Dr. in Mount Vernon.

The eatery, described as a fam-
ily-oriented restaurant, is owned by 
the Jacinto family which also owns the 
local El Rancherito. Even so, co-owner 
Rosa Romo Jacinto was quick to point 
out that JJ’s Sports Bar and Grill has 
a totally different menu and concept 
than El Rancherito.

Jacinto said parents are invited to 
bring their children to JJ’s Sports Bar 
and Grill. There are claw machines 
and other games for kids, a lot of TVs 
to watch sporting events, and more. 
There is also hot chocolate available 
for children and coffee drinks for 
adults, as well as a wide range of food, 
Jacinto said.

The new restaurant will serve 
brunch, lunch and dinner every day it’s 
open. The menu includes a wide range 
of homemade food such as pasta, burg-
ers, wings, steak, huevos rancheros, 
nachos, desserts, and much more.

“Our food is homemade,” Jacinto 
said. “We have a pasta that’s a recipe 
of the cook’s wife. Some of the desserts 
are my recipes. ... The menu will be 
available soon on Facebook.”

The local Bob Evans restaurant 
closed in 2020 during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Jacinto said it 
took her family almost a year to ren-
ovate the building and get it ready to 
open JJ’s Sports Bar and Grill.

“We tore up the whole dining area, 
the whole area where they served 
their food,” Jacinto said. “We tore 
that out and put a bar in. It took a 
lot of time to renovate that. It al-
most took a year. We started in Feb-
ruary of this year.”

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

INA — Rend Lake College is 
moving forward with the purchase 
of a security camera package for 
the RLC MarketPlace in Mount 
Vernon.

The cameras are needed to en-
hance security at the Mount Ver-
non site, which will eventually 
be home to a new manufacturing 
academy. The RLC Board of Trust-
ees Tuesday granted permission 
to purchase the security camera 
package from Security Alarm us-
ing tort liability funds. The cost of 
the package is $48,314.

“Updating the security camera 
system will help ensure that we 
can continue to provide a safe en-
vironment for students and vis-
itors of the Rend Lake Market-
Place,” said RLC Chief of Campus 
Police Damon Sims.

In June, it was announced that 
RLC had been awarded a $5 mil-
lion federal grant to construct a 
new manufacturing academy at 
the RLC MarketPlace. The grant 
comes from the U.S. Department 
of Commerce Economic Develop-
ment Administration (EDA). The 
project is funded under EDA’s 
American Rescue Plan Economic 
Adjustment Assistance program.

The academy will be a “state-
of-the-art manufacturing training 
center” that will be called the 
Southern Illinois Manufacturing 
Academy (SIMA), Sentinel ar-
chives state.

The federal grant seeks to ex-
pand manufacturing workforce 
training opportunities in a region 

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — County, city, 
local landlords and more were pres-
ent at the Housing Authority of Jef-
ferson County (HAJC) for a meet and 
greet on Tuesday.

The event provided an opportu-
nity for community members to meet 
with HAJC Executive Director Mi-
chele Williams, who began in that 
position in June.

“The purpose behind the meet-
ing, since I have just started, was 
actually to greet and meet our ex-
isting landlords, open the door for 
new landlords and give them the op-
portunity to communicate amongst 

each other so that they would know 
how we run our programs,” Wil-
liams said. “For the housing choice 
voucher program, we need more 
landlords and we need more people 
to invest in that program meaning 
that if they have property or are will-
ing to even buy property so they can 
help.”

Williams said it is very difficult 
to get landlords across the country, 
those who receive a voucher in Jef-
ferson County do not need to reside 
here, to rent out to those with Sec-
tion 8 Housing vouchers. She said 
that common myths include all 
voucher recipients not taking care 
of the property as well as housing 
authorities not offering guidance/
vetting their applicants.

“We do inspections of all our units 
annually. ... We don’t just give a 
voucher to anybody who applies and 
qualifies and let them go, because a 

lot of them don’t know how to keep a 
house or apartment,” Williams said.

Williams explained some reasons 
why a landlord may want to utilize 
the program.

“They (landlords) don’t have to 
wait months at a time before they 
receive the money, if there are any 
problems we address those prob-
lems immediately and we orient our 
residents and potential residents,” 
Williams said. “They (landlords) are 
guaranteed a portion of their rent, 
all of our residents have to follow 
HUD (U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development) guidelines. 
We do annual HQS (Housing Quality 
Standards) inspections. So we go in 
and we do inspections making sure 
that they are in compliance, the res-
ident as well as the landlord with 
those standards.”

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

M O U N T  V E R N O N  —  A 
long-standing tradition at Central 
Christian Church will make sure 
everyone has the opportunity to en-
joy a good meal and company this 
Thanksgiving.

The 26th annual Central Christian 
Church Thanksgiving dinner pro-
gram is set for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving at the church, 301 N. 
10th St. in Mount Vernon.

“It is an outreach to the commu-
nity and the surrounding area to 
make sure that people have an op-
portunity to have Thanksgiving din-
ner with us,” said Steve Reynolds, 
event organizer and church mem-
ber.

HAJC hosts Landlords 
Section 8 Meet & Greet

Central Christian to provide free Thanksgiving dinner

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — Over one 
million lights, holiday shopping and 
many other Christmas staples are a 
short distance away at Cedarhurst 
Center for the Arts’ new program 
The Lights.

The Lights includes 10 differ-
ent professionally made light fea-
tures along a 3/4 mile walking loop 
designed to highlight the distinct 
architecture of each building and 
the best of the Cedarhurst sculp-
ture park and campus. The program 
will run for seven weekends from 
5 to 9 p.m. Nov. 19 through Dec. 31. 
The goal is to bring new people to 

the area, creating a tourism season 
during the holidays for the commu-
nity.

Cedarhurst Executive Director 
Hillary Esser and Cedarhurst Direc-
tor of Visitor Engagement Courtney 
Kabat previously discussed the pro-
gram. Esser said that The Lights of-
fers a walking experience that will 
highlight the various unique fea-
tures at Cedarhurst. She said that 
the walking experience is designed 
to last an hour to an hour-and-a-half 
as she explained why.

“The reason for that is because 
when people come to Mount Ver-
non to attend The Lights, we don’t 
want that to be the only thing they 
do in Mount Vernon. We want them 
to come to The Lights and then leave 
our campus to go dine at one of our 
restaurants, to shop at some of our 

Cedarhurst The Lights 
launches Saturday

New 
eatery 

opens at 
former Bob 
Evans site

RLC to 
purchase 
security 

cameras for 
MarketPlace

WELCOME LANDLORDS

Board prepares for Truth 
In Taxation hearing

JJ’s Sports Bar and Grill is 
a new family restaurant

Landlords and 
volunteers needed

Sentinel Photo/TRAVIS MORSE 

The Housing authority of Jefferson County hosted a Section 8 Landlords meet & Greet event on 
Tuesday morning. during the session, Housing authority executive director michele Williams, CeNTer 
LeFT, addressed those in attendance about different housing-related matters.

The RLC MarketPlace 
in Mount Vernon 

will be home to a new 
manufacturing academy

Dine-in and drive-thru 
options available

Sentinel File Photo 

THaNKSGiviNG diNNer — many Central Christian Church volunteers 
handed out free meals last year during the church’s annual Thanksgiving 
dinner program. This year’s program will see the return of the dine-in format, 
along with the drive-thru format. Those who can’t leave their residence are 
encouraged to call the church as soon as possible to schedule a delivery.

A soft opening 
was held this week

Please see Lights, Page 3APlease see Dinner, Page 2A

Please see MarketPlace, Page 2APlease see Landlords, Page 3A

Please see Levy, Page 3A

Please see Eatery, Page 3A


