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Weather
Sunny during the day, 
partly cloudy late
High 62 / Low 42
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at Olney regional
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BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Jef-
ferson County Board discussed 
personal use of a county vehi-
cle by Jefferson County Coroner 
Roger Hayse during its regular 
board meeting on Monday.

The issue was brought forth 
by county board member Jeff 

Nowland. According to Sentinel 
archives, Nowland had previ-
ously raised concerns regarding 
Hayse’s personal use of the ve-
hicle noting concerns such as li-
ability.

Nowland said that he has since 
done more research and that 
there is a governing body that 
investigates these matters.

“This has been my soapbox 
since I have been on the board 
with the personal use of the ve-
hicle,” Nowland said. “So I guess 
moving forward I would make 
my formal complaint on the per-
sonal use of the vehicle.”

Jefferson County Sheriff Jeff 

B u l l a r d  i n -
formed Nowl-
a n d  t h a t 
proper proce-
dure to filing 
a  c o m p l a i n t 
is to bring all 
relevant docu-
mentation and 
file the com-
plaint at  the 
s h e r i f f ’ s  o f -
fice. Nowland 
said that his 
stance is if there was an incident 
where a person is injured or 
killed the county could be liable.

“I think it needs to stop on the 

outside chance that something 
does happen,” Nowland said.

Board member Wayne Hicks 
said that with every one of the 
county employees that  has a 
county vehicle, the county has 
insurance to protect them.

“Nobody wants  to  have an 
accident, but if it does we are 
protected by our liability insur-
ance,” Hicks said.

Hayse said that he has spoken 
with insurance companies on the 
issue of liability.

“You have to cover the vehi-
cle liability by minimum state 
standards and it does protect the 
driver and any passenger in the 

vehicle from medical expenses,” 
Hayse said. “If it  is my fault 
and I have my family member in 
there, it is my fault. If the county 
board decides they are not going 
to (be) liable for my family mem-
ber, then I have talked to my 
health insurance agent, who says 
they will be covered for medical 
expenses in an under insured 
vehicle. The way I look at it is 
there is no liability on personal 
use of it or having a family mem-
ber in it.”

During a prior board meeting, 
Nowland informed the board about 

County Board discusses coroner vehicle use

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — A 43-year-
old Mount Vernon man was ar-
rested Sunday after allegedly dis-
playing a gun, driving under the 
influence and leaving the scene of a 
vehicle accident.

Terence Bryant, the defendant, 
was taken into custody and booked 
on preliminary charges of DUI, 
leaving the scene of an accident, 
and possession of a firearm by a 
felon. Formal charges are set to be 
filed before Bryant’s first advise-
ment hearing today (Tuesday), said 
Jefferson County State’s Attorney 
Sean Featherstun.

According to a Mount Ver-
non Police Department news re-
lease, MVPD officers responded 
at 5:15 p.m. Sunday to the area of 
South 18th Street and Conger Ave-
nue for a report of a man allegedly 
shooting a gun.

A Mount Vernon officer arrived 
on scene and allegedly saw Bryant 
waving a gun in the air while stand-
ing in the roadway. The officer or-
dered Bryant to drop the gun and 
Bryant allegedly discarded the gun 
behind him on the street. The de-
fendant then allegedly fled in a ve-
hicle he was standing next to, the 
news release states.

The police officer recovered the 
firearm from the street and began 
to try and locate Bryant and alert 
other officers to his route of travel. 
A short time later, Bryant allegedly 
lost control of his vehicle at South 
17th Street and Herbert Street 
where he rolled the vehicle over 

BY DEVON JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The deadline 
for this year’s Classroom Empower-
ment Grant offered by Tri-County Elec-
tric Cooperative Inc. and Touchstone 
Energy is coming up on Nov. 5.

Teachers and administrators of stu-
dents in kindergarten through grade 
12 can apply for one of eight $500 grant 
opportunities so long as the school 
serves children that use Tri-County 
service.

Mount Vernon Township High 
School teacher Mark Drennan re-
ceived one of these grants approxi-
mately three years ago and would like 
another chance at the grant. Drennan’s 
students learn about electricity, and 
this year’s idea for a project involves 
mobile boards with which students can 
practice troubleshooting shorts in cir-
cuitry.

Drennan uses similar boards for 
labs, but with additional boards, the 
class would spend less time wiring 
the circuitry themselves. The boards 
would also be set up so they could be 
changed, he said, and fixing the bugs in 
the new board circuitry would give stu-
dents a better working understanding.

“When (the students know how) to 
wire things up right, then we’ll go back 
and test them on their troubleshooting. 
So, they will have, I’ll say, a 90% idea of 
what’s going on before they start taking 
things apart. That’s my whole intent,” 
Drennan said.

According to Drennan, similar 
projects have cost around $2,000, and 
that money has to come out of the 
school’s budget.

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

Editor’s note: This is part three of 
a four-part series highlighting the up-
coming exhibits at Cedarhurst Cen-
ter for the Arts. This story will focus 
on “Between Heaven & Earth: The 
Painted Objects of Dennis Ringering” 
in the Beal Grand Corridor Gallery at 

Cedarhurst Center for the Arts.
MOUNT VERNON — Inspired by 

indigenous North American societ-
ies, Artist Dennis Ringering looks to 
showcase a respect for the ancient 
art depicted in petroglyphs.

“Between Heaven & Earth: The 
Painted Objects of Dennis Ringer-
ing” is on display from now until 
Jan. 2 in the Beal Grand Corridor 
Gallery at Cedarhurst Center for the 
Arts.

According to information pro-
vided by Cedarhurst, petroglyphs 
were carved thousands of years 

ago by indigenous North American 
societies. Petroglyphs (engraved) 
or pictographs (painted) were de-
pictions of animals, plants, peo-
ple and spirits whose meanings or 
functions we do not know today. 
Likely it was a kind of spiritual 
communication with the natural 
world. With these petroglyph im-
ages, our ancestors created rela-
tionships connecting themselves 
to the land, plant life, and animals. 
The ancient petroglyphs marked 

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — Nearly 40 
businesses and organizations are 
expected to participate in this 
year’s Downtown Mount Vernon 
Trick-or-Treat celebration which 
takes place from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednes-
day.

For the event, children and their 
parents or guardians can visit local 
businesses while in costume and re-
ceive candy. The event is sponsored 
by the Downtown Mount Vernon De-
velopment Corporation (DMDC).

“It looks great,” said Event Co-
ordinator Melynda Breeze of this 
year’s celebration. “We’re very ex-
cited with all of the businesses that 
are choosing to donate their time 
for the children of the area.”

This is the sixth year of the Down-
town Mount Vernon Trick-or-Treat. 
The event was held last year but 
due to COVID-19, all the candy ta-
bles had to be outside and masks 

(not just Halloween masks) were re-
quired. This year will return to the 
normal layout of the event. Some 
candy tables will still be outdoors 
but some will be inside the busi-
nesses.

“This is a great opportunity for 
downtown and we’re excited to have 
everyone come out,” said DMDC 
Executive Director Brian Harland. 
“Hopefully, the weather will be nice 
and we can have a great turnout.”

Participating businesses and 
groups this year include: The 
Granada, Sissy’s General Store, Tony 
Wielt — State Farm, King City Prop-
erty Brokers, DMDC Office, Kingdom 
Seed Ministries, Jefferson County 
Little League (at courthouse), Sheila 
Burge — Edward Jones, King City 
Books, La Fuente, Studio B, Day-
dream Boutique, Easton’s Flow-
ers, Tailored Pets, Parkway Shoes, 
Elks, Caritas Family Solutions, 
Centre Stage Studios, Wellco LLC, 
Laced ‘N Grace, First United Meth-
odist Church, Cedarhurst, Byrd-Wat-
son, WMIX, Mount Vernon Profes-
sional Firefighters, Central Christian 
Church, Jefferson Fire Protection 
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Many people visited roadhouse Harley-davidson saturday morning for an amateur cornhole Tournament, as 
part of a community and customer appreciation Party hosted by roadhouse and the Greater Jefferson county 
chamber of commerce. both organizations thanked sponsoring and participating businesses and indicated 
that they hope to hold another event next year.

AMATEUR CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

Formal charges are 
pending in the case

Nearly 40 businesses 
are participating

Sentinel File Photo

TrIcK Or TreaT — Jeremy reichert, rIGHT, president of the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge, hands out 
some candy to Kollin dunbar, FrONT LeFT, Karter dunbar and Lillian Tackett, during last year’s downtown 
Mount Vernon Trick-or-Treat celebration. This year’s celebration will take place from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday.

Tri-County’s ‘Classroom 
Empowerment Grant’ a 

boost for teachers, students

Dennis Ringering’s art 
inspired by petroglyphs
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