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CENTRALIA — The Centralia 
City Council on Monday recognized 
a longtime member of the Centralia 
Fire Department upon his retire-
ment.

The council honored CFD Lt. 
Robert D. Smith Jr., who joined 
the department on Aug. 28, 1995, 
and retired March 5. Mayor Bryan 
Kuder presented Smith with a 
plaque in recognition of his service 
to the city.

“Thank you, again, from the cit-
izens of Centralia for all your ser-
vice,” said Kuder.

Smith briefly addressed the 

council, speaking highly of his time 
with the fire department.

“I’ve enjoyed it. It’s been an 
honor and a privilege to work for 
the city, and it’s just the greatest 
job in the world,” he said. “I’ve 
been treated well ... and I’m going 
to walk out of here healthy, so I 
think that’s a bonus.”

In other fire department-related 
action, the council approved a 
resolution accepting a grant from 
the Office of the Illinois State Fire 
Marshal for small equipment. The 
$23,664 in grant funding will cover 
100% of the cost of six sets of turn-
out gear for the CFD, according to 
City Manager W. Kory Smith.

“I’d like to congratulate the fire 
department on helping write the 
grant, especially with (Assistant 
City Manager Derek Sherman’s) 
help,” he said. “This is pretty excit-
ing for them.”

Council honors retired Centralia firefighter

WASHINGTON (AP) — The En-
vironmental Protection Agency on 
Tuesday proposed the first federal 
limits on harmful “forever chem-
icals” in drinking water, a long-
awaited protection the agency said 
will save thousands of lives and 
prevent serious illnesses, including 
cancer.

The plan would limit toxic PFAS 
chemicals to the lowest level that 
tests can detect. PFAS, or per- and 
polyfluorinated substances, are a 
group of compounds that are wide-
spread, dangerous and expensive 
to remove from water. They don’t 
degrade in the environment and are 
linked to a broad range of health is-
sues, including low birthweight and 
kidney cancer.

“The science is clear that long-
term exposure to PFAS is linked to 
significant health risks,” Radhika 
Fox, assistant EPA administrator 
for water, said in an interview.

Fox called the federal proposal a 
“transformational change” for im-
proving the safety of drinking water 
in the United States. The agency 
estimates the rule could reduce 
PFAS exposure for nearly 100 mil-
lion Americans, decreasing rates 
of cancer, heart attacks and birth 
complications.

The chemicals had been used 
since the 1940s in consumer prod-
ucts and industry, including in 
nonstick pans, food packaging and 
firefighting foam. Their use is now 
mostly phased out in the U.S., but 
some still remain.

The proposal would set strict lim-
its of 4 parts per trillion, the lowest 
level that can be reliably measured, 
for two common types of PFAS com-
pounds called PFOA and PFOS. In 
addition, the EPA wants to regulate 
the combined amount of four other 
types of PFAS. Water providers will 
have to monitor for PFAS.

The public will have a chance to 
comment, and the agency can make 
changes before issuing a final rule, 
expected by the end of the year.

The Association of State Drink-
ing Water Administrators called 

the proposal “a step in the right di-
rection” but said compliance will 
be challenging. Despite available 
federal money, “significant rate in-
creases will be required for most 
of the systems” that must remove 
PFAS, the group said Tuesday.

Environmental and public health 
advocates have called for federal 
regulation of PFAS chemicals for 
years. Over the last decade, the EPA 
has repeatedly strengthened its pro-
tective, voluntary health thresholds 
for the chemicals but has not im-
posed mandatory limits on water 
providers.

Public concern has increased 
in recent years as testing reveals 
PFAS chemicals in a growing list 
of communities that are often near 
manufacturing plants or Air Force 
bases.

Until now, only a handful of states 
have issued PFAS regulations, and 
none has set limits as strict as what 
the EPA is proposing. By regulating 
PFOA and PFOS at the minimum 
amounts that tests can detect, the 
EPA is proposing the tightest possi-
ble standards that are technically 
feasible, experts said.
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CENTRALIA — A special yard 
sale event this weekend will help 
support the Centralia High School 
Marching Showcase.

The sale will run from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday, March 18, in the 
gymnasium of the CHS Annex build-

ing. Admission is $2; children under 
5 years old will be admitted free of 
charge.

Sandi Sipe, CHS Color Guard di-
rector, said that as of Monday, 22 
people had reserved 10-foot by 10-
foot booths in the gym to sell items. 
The event will be somewhat like a 
community-wide yard sale, she ex-
plained, “but all in one place.”

In addition to the sales, a raffle 
will be held for tickets to an up-
coming St. Louis Cardinals game. A 
50/50 drawing is also planned.

“There will be vendors as well,” 
said Sipe, “but it is primarily a gi-
gantic yard sale.”

Proceeds from the yard sale will 
assist the CHS Marching Showcase 
with expenses related to the pro-
gram. Donations will be accepted at 
the event.

“This is ... to be able to take care 
of fees and (everything) that comes 
with marching,” said Sipe. “It just 
helps keep us going, so we can con-
tinue to represent Centralia with 
the band.”

As of Monday, there were still a 
few spaces available to those who 
want to sell items. Those interested 
in participating in the sale can con-
tact Sipe at 618-660-0270.

 sstilt@morningsentinel.com
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WALTONVILLE — Fire districts, 
EMS and other first responding 
agencies were on the scene of a 
grain bin fire Monday morning.

Waltonville Fire Protection Dis-
trict Captain Shane Williams con-
firmed that at around 10 a.m. Mon-
day a call was received of a grain 
bin fire at the Gateway FS grain fa-
cility, located at 314 Hirons St. in 
Waltonville.

“There was some work performed 
here on Friday trying to get the 
grain out of the bin and (we) believe 
it caused a small fire inside the 
bin,” Williams said, later adding, 
“Initially there were a couple thou-

sand gallons of water from what I 
was told put into the bin to try and 
knock it down. As of (early Mon-
day afternoon), there is no smoke 
or anything coming from the bin at 
this time, however the condition of 
the grain quality inside the bin and 
whatnot we are taking that into ac-
count to see how much bigger it (the 
fire) can get once air gets to it.”

As of Monday afternoon, Williams 
said that the agencies were work-
ing to get the grain out of the bin to 
assess what was still burning and 
what was not burning.

“The problem is that the bin is 
about three quarters full and it is 
burning down at the bottom,” Wil-
liams said.

As for the condition of the grain, 
Williams said that as of Monday af-
ternoon the extent of the damage is 
unknown.

“At this time it is unknown, right 
now there is an access hole cut in 

the top of the bin and that is as far 
as we have been in right now,” Wil-
liams said.

Williams said no one was trapped 
in the grain bin during the incident 
and as of Monday afternoon no in-
juries related to the fire have been 
reported. The Salem Fire Protec-
tion District responded to the scene 
with grain bin rescue equipment 
and the Franklin County Emergency 
Management Agency (EMA) assisted 
with a drone. Other fire depart-
ments/districts that assisted with 
the response included Ashley, Ben-
ton, Centralia, Coello, Christopher, 
Ewing Northern, Jefferson County 
EMA, Jefferson Fire, Kell, Mount 
Vernon, Odin, Sesser, Wayne, Wood-
lawn and Valier. The American Red 
Cross also responded to the scene.

The exact cause of the fire is not 
known at this time and is being in-
vestigated.

jjones@morningsentinel.com

Sale to benefit CHS Marching Showcase

Agencies respond to Waltonville grain bin fire

BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois State 
Treasurer Michael Frerichs is en-
couraging young Illinois photogra-
phers to submit photos for the 2023 
Cream of the Crop Photo Contest, 
which offers students a creative way 
to share their vision of agriculture 
in our state.

According to a state press re-
lease, the treasurer’s office will ac-
cept electronic submissions for the 

contest starting 
March 22, and 
the entry dead-
line is June 12.

“Let’s seek 
photographs 
t o  s h o w c a s e 
w h y  I l l i n o i s 
is a leader in 
t h e  a g r i c u l -
tural industry 
with its rich 
soil, diversity 
i n  p r o d u c t s , 
and millions of acres of farmland,” 
Frerichs said. “We want to encour-
age students to grab their cameras, 
get out, and explore the beauty Illi-
nois has to offer.”

Illinois Treasurer opens 
2023 photo competition

EPA to limit toxic 
‘forever chemicals’ 
in drinking water
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Zoe Dodd smiles after receiving a certificate in recognition of her academic achievements during 

Monday’s Rotary Scholastic Honors program at Centralia High School. A full list of honorees will be 

featured in an upcoming edition of the Sentinel.

ROTARY SCHOLASTIC HONORS

REGIONAL 

GAS PRICESGAS PRICES
 CARLYLE .......................................$3.44

 CENTRALIA ...................................$3.55

 GREENVILLE ..................................$3.39

 MT. VERNON .................................$3.45

 NASHVILLE ...................................$3.49

 SALEM .........................................$3.47

 VANDALIA .....................................$3.39

Prices were chosen 
as the cheapest rates 

from GasBuddy 
Tuesday morning

Prices in 
US Dollars

Robert D. Smith Jr. retired 
March 5, after more than 
27 years with department
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COUNCIL RECOGNITION — The Centralia City Council on Monday recognized Centralia Fire Department Lt. Robert 

D. Smith Jr. upon his retirement after 27-plus years with the department. FROM LEFT are councilmen Robert “Spanky” 

Smith and Jeff Castellari, Mayor Bryan Kuder, Robert D. Smith Jr. and councilmen Rob Jackson and Blake Griffin.

Yard sale-style event taking 
place Saturday in high 

school annex gymnasium

This marks 11th year 
for the Cream of the 
Crop Photo Contest

No injuries were reported 
during the incident

Michael Frerichs

Please see Council, Page 2A

Please see Contest, Page 2A

Please see Water, Page 3A


