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BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — Local law 
enforcement officials say they have 
very real concerns about Illinois’ 
new SAFE-T Act legislation and 
how the elimination of cash bail and 
other provisions of the law could im-
pact public safety.

“I have stated it publicly in the 
past, the SAFE-T Act was a com-
bination of 30 years of many bad 

ideas for crim-
inal justice re-
form that law 
enforcement 
lobbying was 
able to keep out 
of statute, until 
now,” said Jef-
ferson County 
Sheriff Jeff Bul-
lard. “At the 
11th hour, in 
the early morn-
ing hours, with 
little communication with law en-
forcement leaders across the state, 
this law was crammed down our 
throats.”

The Illinois Safety, Accountabil-
ity, Fairness and Equity-Today Act, 
also called the SAFE-T Act, passed 
the Illinois Legislature on Jan. 13, 
2021, and was subsequently signed 
into law by Gov. JB Pritzker, online 
sources state.

The legislation is wide-ranging 
and includes a number of provisions 
such as abolishing cash bail starting 
in January 2023, reforming police 
training and standards, expanding 
detainee rights, and requiring body 
cameras for all police departments 
by 2025, among other things, accord-
ing to Capital News Illinois.

Supporters of the Act say the re-
form is necessary to make the jus-

t i c e  s y s t e m 
more fair for 
minorities and 
low-income 
defendants. 
Opponents, 
however, worry 
some of the pro-
visions could 
lead to rising 
crime rates and 
threaten public 
safety.

Perhaps the 
most disputed aspect of the new 
law is the elimination of cash bail 
in Illinois starting on Jan. 1, 2023. 
Under the new system, most defen-

dants can only be detained in pre-
trial confinement when prosecutors 
are able to prove to a judge that the 
defendant is a flight risk or poses a 
threat to someone or the community 
at large, online sources state.

“The biggest concern that I have 
at this point in time is, much like 
what we’ve seen with other com-
ponents within the SAFE-T Act is, 
there’s more questions than answers 
of how things are going to work, how 
they are going to be coordinated,” 
said Mount Vernon Police Chief 
Trent Page. “For instance, how are 
they going to be able to look at all 

New cash bail law sparks local concern

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The City of 
Mount Vernon plans to apply for a 
$600,000 state grant to help fund a 
number of planned improvements 
at Veterans Memorial Park.

Among the upgrades being sought 
are new playground equipment, 
a rubberized play surface for the 
playground to make it more acces-
sible, pickleball courts, walking 
path improvements, and new picnic 
shelters. There would also be new 
sidewalks and covered picnic tables 
installed around the playground.

“That’s all part of the plan that 
we’ve been working towards to make 
our park something the community 
can be proud of,” said Mayor John 
Lewis. “And it will improve the ac-
cessibility of much of the equipment, 
plus we’ve gotten a lot of calls for 

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — SSM Health 
Good Samaritan Hospital cele-
brated the new Kaushal Pediatric 
Clinical Decision Unit (CDU) with a 
ceremony on Tuesday.

According to information pro-
vided by SSM Health, the CDU is a 
specialized designated area of the 
hospital’s emergency department 
and will serve as an observation 
unit for children who require fur-
ther evaluation, testing or treat-
ment. The designated area is for pe-
diatric patients that do not require 
more than a 24-hour inpatient stay 
but will most likely be there for 12 
or more hours. The CDU has four 
designated rooms with two beds in 
each room.

During Tuesday’s ribbon cutting 
ceremony, which was facilitated 
by the Greater Jefferson County 
Chamber of Commerce, President 
of SSM Health Good Samaritan 
Hospital Jeremy Bradford spoke 
on the significance of the CDU.

“When we talk about in health-
care making a difference and serv-
ing the community, this is the epit-
ome of that. When we talk about 
the future of our community and 
the difference that we could make, 
the Pediatric CD Unit is really go-
ing to be transformational for our 
community and our region,” Brad-
ford said, later adding, “The most 
important thing I want to share 
with you is the love and heart that 
has gone into this unit. It is more 
than an eight-bed Pediatric CD 
Unit, it is a mission. It is an op-
portunity for us here in Southern 
Illinois to be the regional hub for 
pediatric care, whereas patients 
otherwise have to travel to St. 
Louis.”

CAYEY, Puerto Rico (AP) — Hur-
ricane Fiona strengthened into a 
Category 4 storm Wednesday after 
devastating Puerto Rico, then lash-
ing the Dominican Republic and 
the Turks and Caicos Islands. It was 
forecast to squeeze past Bermuda 
later this week.

The storm has been blamed for 
directly causing at least four deaths 
in its march through the Caribbean, 
where winds and torrential rain in 
Puerto Rico left a majority of people 
on the U.S. territory without power 
or running water. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people scraped mud out of 
their homes following what authori-
ties described as “historic” flooding.

Power company officials initially 
said it would take a few days for 
electricity to be fully restored, but 
then appeared to backtrack late 
Tuesday night. Only 26% had power 
as of Wednesday morning., three 
days after it hit the island.

SSM Health holds ceremony for new Kaushal Pediatric Unit

Fiona grows into Category 4 storm

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon Township High School Board 
of Education approved a quote and a 
bid related to two MVTHS parking lot 
projects during Monday’s meeting.

The board first approved a bid from 
Bevis Construction of $135,800 for the 
old campus H parking lot improvement 
project. Superintendent Melanie An-
drews said that last year she wrote a 
school maintenance project grant to 
help fund part of the parking lot im-
provements in H Building.

“If you recall we did bid that out, the 
entire parking lot, in July the board re-
jected the bid because it came in about 
three times over what we thought it 
was going to be,” Andrews said.

Andrews said that the district met 
with Baysinger Architects again and 
revised the project, switching to con-
crete over asphalt and fixing a couple 
of rows instead of repairing the entire 
lot.

“We are basically going to do the 
row by the road and one more aisle of 
spaces,” Andrews said. “I think it gets 
us 52 spaces in the concrete.”

Andrews said about $40,000 of the 
project is coming from the school 
maintenance grant, which was de-
signed as a matching grant. She sug-
gested where the remaining por-
tion of the project funds could come 
from.

MVTHS approves parking 
lot related projects

City seeks 
grant for 
Veterans 

Park 
upgrades

PEDIATRIC CLINICAL DECISION UNIT RIBBON CUTTING

REGIONAL 
GAS PRICESGAS PRICES

 CARLYLE .......................................$3.65
 CENTRALIA ...................................$3.39
 GREENVILLE ..................................$3.60
 MT. VERNON .................................$3.55
 NASHVILLE ...................................$3.74
 SALEM .........................................$3.62
 VANDALIA .....................................$3.64

Prices were chosen 
as the cheapest rates 

from GasBuddy 
Wednesday morning

Prices in 
US Dollars

Sheriff says measure could 
impact public safety

Jeff Bullard Trent Page

City hopes to install 
pickleball courts and make 

other improvements

This will allow 
consultation with Cardinal 

Glennon Hospital
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dr. Johnny and dr. Neeta Kaushal cut the ribbon as ssm health Good samaritan hospital celebrated the opening of the new Kaushal pediatric Clinical 
decision unit inside the hospital’s emergency room on Tuesday. The ribbon cutting was facilitated by the Greater Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce.
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pedIaTrIC CLINICaL deCIsION uNIT — ssm health Good samaritan hos-
pital held a ribbon cutting Tuesday afternoon to celebrate its new pediatric 
Clinical decision unit. The designated area is for pediatric patients that do not 
require more than a 24-hour inpatient stay but will most likely be there for 12 or 
more hours. The Cdu has four designated rooms with two beds in each room.

Project includes H parking 
lot revitalization and 

permanent speed bumps 
at current campus

Please see Bail, Page 2A

Please see Pediatric, Page 6A
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Please see Parking, Page 2A

AP Photo

hurrICaNe mud CLeaNup — Locals clear mud brought by hurricane Fiona 
in the Los sotos neighborhood of higuey, dominican republic, Tuesday.Please see Fiona, Page 3A


