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BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — In  a 
long-standing tradition, the Greater 
Jefferson County Chamber of Com-
merce recognized businesses and 
individuals that help drive the 
business community in Jefferson 
County.

The chamber hosted its 102nd 
Annual Awards Press Conference 

Wednesday at the Muni-West build-
ing in Mount Vernon. Executive Di-
rector of the Chamber Jamie Storey 
said that as they wind down the 22-
23 fiscal chamber year, Wednesday 
served as an introduction of this 
year’s award winners.

“Each of the recipients will be 
joining us the evening of our An-
nual Awards Banquet to officially 
accept their awards,” Storey said. 
“So I hope you join us as well.”

Chamber President Kay Zib-
by-Damron was the next to speak 
during the conference. She said that 
the annual dinner is an opportunity 
to celebrate the work that the cham-
ber has done over the year, but also 
to celebrate student accomplish-

ments and the award recipients for 
what they do in the community.

“I just want you all to know that 
we appreciate your engagement and 
involvement with the chamber and 
we are going to continue to do our 
work to make sure we have a thriv-
ing healthy business community 
and everybody remembers to shop 
local,” Zibby-Damron said.

Bluford Superintendent and Vice 
President of the Chamber Educa-
tion Council Dr. Shane Gordon spoke 
next as he said he was thrilled to be 
able to recognize two great Jefferson 
County students this year.

“Four years ago the student rec-
ognition program with the Educa-
tion Council changed into more of 

a scholarship program,” Gordon 
said. “This year we are proud to an-
nounce that in addition to awarding 
student scholarships we have had 
a return of the Student of the Year 
award. This program recognizes one 
student from MVTHS (Mount Ver-
non Township High School) and one 
student from Waltonville, Webber 
or Woodlawn.”

Gordon said that they received 14 
applications that were reviewed by 
a selection committee.

“It was stated how difficult the 
decision was, because there were 
several fabulous candidates who 
do and continue to make the county 
high schools proud,” Gordon said. 
“In addition to being recognized as 

students of the year each recipient 
will receive a $1,000 scholarship.”

Gordon officially announced Cal-
lie Prost as the MVTHS Student 
of the Year and Brooke McKay of 
Woodlawn High School as the 
County Schools Student of the Year.

The next award announced was 
the Friend of the Chamber award. 
Storey explained that this award is 
not necessarily given out every year. 
She said Friend of the Chamber is 
typically awarded when the cham-
ber staff along with its councils see 
a person or a member business that 
steps up and helps the chamber 
throughout the course of the year.

Chamber holds 102nd Annual Awards Conference

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon City Schools District 80 
Board of Education approved for 
the district to move forward with 
seeking Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) sidewalk bids during its 
recent meeting.

According to Sentinel archives, 
this project stems from an ADA 
compliance check held in 2018 
where the district was visited by 
two representatives from the Attor-
ney General’s Office to review an 
ADA compliance complaint at the 
Dr. Nick Osborne Primary Center. 
Access to a pavilion was the initial 
complaint but the AG’s representa-
tives also found other issues with 
the playground area as well.

“Years ago we were required by 
the state to do some ADA accessibil-
ity upgrades at the primary center, 
five or six years ago,” said Superin-
tendent Ryan Swan.

By this point the majority of the is-
sues found in the compliance check 
were corrected as Swan explained.

“We have been in the process of 
chipping away with that. We removed 
the pea gravel from over there, re-
placed it with mulch, we put in the new 
sidewalk with the stainless steel rail-
ing that is ADA compliant,” Swan said. 
“We actually took out some areas over 
there, there were some benches and 
stuff that weren’t ADA compliant.”

Swan said after a recent inspection 
to see the district’s progress there were 
two more findings the district would 
need to correct.

“Number one was a grate, a drain-
age grate that sits on the sidewalk and 
we already completed that last week 
or the week before,” Swan said. “It 
just had to have smaller openings in 
(the grate), basically so a wheelchair 
wouldn’t get stuck.”

Swan said the second thing that the 
district would need to have was an 
ADA compliant sidewalk going to the 
pavilion at the primary center.

“We already have the design work 
done on that from the architect and we 
already have money set aside in our 
COVID grant money and/or our health 
life safety money to cover the cost of 
that,” Swan said. “I would like permis-
sion to move forward with going out for 
bids and see if we can get that sidewalk 
taken care of and that will take care of 
all our requirements for our ADA up-
grades at the primary center.”

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Jef-
ferson County Farm Bureau will 
host a $1 Farmer’s Share Break-
fast from 7:30 to 10 a.m. on Sat-

urday, March 25, at West Salem 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
in Mount Vernon.

According to a Farm Bureau 
news release, the breakfast will 
consist of scrambled eggs, pan-
cakes, biscuits and gravy, orange 
juice, milk and coffee. The cost 
of the breakfast is just $1, and 
the $1 amount is an approximate 
estimate of the average income 
received by a farmer for the agri-

cultural commodities in a break-
fast purchased at a restaurant.

Jefferson County Farm Bureau 
Manager Sydney Lay said the 
breakfast has been an annual tra-
dition locally since around 2018. 
The event could not be held in 
2020 due to COVID.

“We’re excited to be able to 
host our breakfast again and 
help celebrate National Ag Week 
and bring awareness to our local 

farmers, our local ag industry, 
and the U.S. food industry as a 
whole,” Lay said.

This year, all proceeds raised 
from the breakfast event will 
go toward the Jefferson County 
Farm Bureau Ag in the Class-
room (AITC)  program.  AITC 
teaches lessons to school chil-
dren throughout Jefferson County 
about the importance of agricul-
ture in our every day lives, the 

release states.
The breakfast is held in cele-

bration of National Agriculture 
Week March 19 to 25. The purpose 
of the breakfast is to demonstrate 
the value of food in America and 
the role that agriculture plays in 
providing food.

“Not only is America’s food 
supply the world’s safest, but it’s 

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — A free kidney 
and health screening and a wellness 
fair are planned for Friday, March 24, 
at the Rolland W. Lewis Community 
Building at Veterans Park.

The National Kidney Foundation 
of Illinois (NKFI) is teaming up with 
SSM Health Good Samaritan Hospital 
to provide the free kidney and health 
screening for all community members 
ages 18 and up. Anyone interested in 
getting screened for kidney disease, 
high blood pressure, or diabetes is 
encouraged to attend from noon to 
4:30 p.m. on March 24.

In addition, Good Samaritan Hospi-
tal will also host a wellness fair open 
to all ages that day in conjunction with 
the health screening event. The SSM 
Health Wellness Fair will also begin 
at noon but it will extend until 6 p.m., 
states an SSM Health news release.

Jefferson Co. Farm Bureau to host Farmer’s Share Breakfast

Free health screening planned for March 24

BY CHRISTIE MASSEY
FOR THE SENTINEL

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Mount Ver-
non Sentinel’s ongoing series titled 
“Know Your Neighbor” focuses on 
different people in various Jefferson 
County communities. If you know 
someone who you think would be a 
good candidate for the series, feel free 
to call the Mount Vernon Sentinel at 
(618) 246-2000.

MOUNT VERNON — Wannabe 
astronaut Dr. David Asbery was 
launched into Danville, Kentucky, 
on May 15, 1969 as the second child 
of Leroy and Imogene Asbery. He 

had an elder brother and later, a 
little sister.

Born on the edge of poverty, Da-
vid spent the days of his youth on a 
farm, immersed in books, dreaming 
of being a space explorer and in 
the company of his maternal grand-
mother due to his parent’s emo-
tional detachment and his mother’s 
struggle with depression.

Grandma made certain they had 
a solid foundation with belief in 
and dependence on God by accom-
panying her grandchildren with 

Dr. David 
Asbery

District 80 moves 
forward with seeking 
ADA sidewalk bids
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Mount Vernon Mayor John Lewis, NOT PicTUrEd, recently signed a proclamation proclaiming the week of 
March 12-18, 2023, as Girl Scout Week. To celebrate the occasion, Mount Vernon city councilman Mike 
young, SEaTEd cENTEr, was joined on Monday at city hall by several Jefferson county Girl Scouts. citizens 
of the Mount Vernon community are urged to support the activities and endeavors of the Girl Scouts of the 
USa, which recently celebrated its 111th anniversary on Sunday, March 12.

MOUNT VERNON CELEBRATES GIRL SCOUT WEEK

Recipient announced for 
Small Business Person of 

the Year and other awards

The sidewalk will 
go to the pavilion at 
the primary center

Proceeds will go toward Ag 
in the Classroom program

Event is provided by the 
National Kidney Foundation 

and SSM Health

Submitted Photo

hEaLTh ScrEENiNG — a free kidney and health screening event will 
be held on Friday, March 24, at the rolland W. Lewis community Building 
at Veterans Park in Mount Vernon. it is provided by the National Kidney 
Foundation of illinois and SSM health Good Samaritan hospital. Pictured 
is a similar screening event that was held last October in centralia.

He is an active staff 
member for various local/

regional hospitals/facilities
Dr. David Asbery
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