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Weather
Cloudy during the 
day, partly cloudy late
High 65 / Low 47
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BY JOSH JONES 
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MOUNT VERNON — The voters 
of Jefferson County will once again 
make some big decisions regarding 
local government as the General 

Election is set for Tuesday, Nov. 8.
The contested races in Jefferson 

County for this November include: 
Jeff Bullard (R-Incumbent) and 
Rodney King (Independent) for the 
position of Jefferson County Sher-
iff, Connie Simmons (D-Incumbent) 
and Joseph Davis (R) for the posi-
tion of Jefferson County Clerk and 
Recorder, Joey McDermott (R-In-
cumbent) and Kathy Hulbert (D) for 
the District Three seat (Mt. Vernon 
7, Shiloh 1 and 2) on the Jefferson 
County Board, and Jeff L. Williams 

(R-Incumbent) and Derrek Wilson 
(D) for the District Six seat (Dodds 
1 and 2) on the Jefferson County 
Board.

Jefferson County Clerk Connie 
Simmons said as of Thursday night 
her office has sent out/accepted 
2,157 ballots including in-person 
and mail-in ballots. She noted that 
not all of those ballots have been 
returned. Simmons said that every-
thing is on track so far regarding the 
election.

“We always have things come up, 

people that were mailed a vote-by-
mail ballot and changed their mind 
and there are (rules) they have to 
follow if they bring the ballot back, 
there will be more of that probably 
because of that permanent vote by 
mail,” Simmons said. “But as far as 
I know everything else is set to go.”

Simmons advised people, per 
election laws, to not wear any polit-
ical apparel and to not discuss poli-
tics/who to vote for while waiting to 
vote. People also have the option to 
vote at the Jefferson County Court-

house on Election Day as well.
All the voters in Jefferson County 

will be submitted the following Con-
stitutional Amendment Proposal. It 
is advised that “failure to vote on 
this ballot may be the equivalent of a 
negative vote, because a convention 
shall be called or the amendment 
shall become effective if approved 
by either three-fifths of those voting 
on the question or a majority of those 
voting in the election. (This is not 

Jefferson County prepares for Election Day
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MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon Police Department is in-
vestigating an incident early Friday 
where a residence was struck with 
several bullets in the 800 block of 
South 25th Street.

The incident in question was re-
ported at 2:32 a.m. Friday. Accord-
ing to MVPD incident logs, a woman 
reported that her son called her 
and advised that someone had shot 
at their residence on South 25th 
Street. The son was home and down-
stairs at the time but reportedly did 
not see anyone or a vehicle at the 
time the shots were fired, the logs 
state.

Just prior to this report, at 
2:28 a.m. Friday, someone called au-
thorities to report hearing eight to 
10 gunshots near the 600 block of 
South 24th Street.

MVPD officers responded to the 
25th Street residence and found sev-
eral bullet holes at the back of the 
home. Evidence was then collected 
at the scene. No injuries were re-
ported and no arrests have yet been 
made in connection with this inci-
dent, said Mount Vernon Assistant 
Police Chief Robert Brands.

“It’s being investigated and our 
crime scene detective will be inves-
tigating the bullet holes that were 
found in the residence this morn-
ing,” Brands said Friday, later add-
ing, “We responded to it and con-
firmed that there were shots that 

BY JOSH JONES 
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MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon Township High School Board 
of Education recently approved new 
courses for the 2023-2024 school year.

Per Superintendent Melanie An-
drews, the new courses include ad-
vanced placement government and 
politics, biopsychology, an entry 
level aviation course in the Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) de-
partment, a technical writing class, 
advanced placement pre-calculus, 
contemporary college mathematics 
(dual credit with Rend Lake College) 
and Russian II.

“Since we offered Russian I this 
year and have a number of students 
signed up in that class, we wanted to 
be able to offer that second year of 
Russian,” Andrews said.

Andrews explained that the intro 
to aviation course was made possible 
through working with Mount Vernon 
Outland Airport.

“When we started talking about an 
aviation course, Kara Andrews (di-
rector) of the CTE Department, David 
Kassner (MVTHS board member) and 
myself we have had conversations 
with Airport Manager Chris Collins 
along with a couple other gentlemen 
affiliated with the airport,” Andrews 
said. “So their support of this course 
is one of the reasons why we are 
starting it.”

Experimental Aircraft Association 
(EAA) Chapter 1155 President Steve 
Willis said that the Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association (AOPA) devel-
oped an aviation curriculum for high 
schools and the EAA 1155 and Mount 
Vernon Airport Authority thought it 
would be a good program to bring to 
MVTHS.

CHICAGO (AP) — With U.S. 
union ranks swelling as everyone 
from coffee shop baristas to ware-
house workers seeks to organize, 
Illinois voters will decide whether 
to amend their state constitution to 
guarantee the right to bargain col-
lectively.

The fate of the ballot measure is 
being closely watched in Illinois 
and beyond, as it will gauge public 
support for the labor movement that 
has lost ground for years in conser-
vative-led states. Unions and pro-in-
dustry groups say it could signal a 
new chapter in the struggle over 
workers’ rights.

“If the union wins here, this could 
be the future of the labor move-
ment,” said Mailee Smith, labor pol-
icy director at the Illinois Policy 
Institute, a conservative think tank 
that opposes the proposed amend-
ment and tried to get it removed 
from the ballot.

Tim Drea, president of Illinois 
AFL-CIO, which is pushing for pas-
sage, said union counterparts from 
around the country have been call-
ing him about the ballot measure.

“They are watching this very, very 
closely,” he said.

Unions and others who support 
the proposed amendment view it as 
a way to ensure that workers will al-
ways be able to use their collective 
clout to secure better pay, hours 

Illinois takes stage in battle over union rights vote
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MOUNT VERNON — CASA of 
Jefferson County will be helping 
out foster families in need this hol-
iday season by providing them with 
“Night Before Christmas” baskets.

Court Appointed Special Advo-

cates, or CASA, is a nonprofit or-
ganization that recruits and trains 
community volunteers who are ap-
pointed by judges to be indepen-
dent fact finders and to speak up for 
the best interests of abused and ne-
glected children in the community, 
Sentinel archives state.

In honor of this year’s Christ-
mas holiday, CASA will be giving 
each of the foster children served 
by the organization a “Night Be-
fore Christmas” basket. The bas-
kets will include a pair of pajamas 

and socks for each child, a family 
game, a Christmas book, brownie 
or cookie mix, popcorn, cocoa, and 
other items meant to provide “holi-
day family fun,” states a CASA news 
release.

Inside the local CASA office at 
612 N. 12th St. in Mount Vernon, 
there is a Christmas tree that is 
decorated, in part, with roughly 
200 tags. Written on the tags 
are the pajama sizes and other 

CASA aims to help foster 
families this Christmas
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Mount Vernon police and fire personnel responded Friday morning to a two-vehicle crash in the 700 block 
of South 42nd Street. Two occupants were taken to a local hospital with injuries.

VEHICLE CRASH REPORTED ON 42ND STREET

No one injured but residence 
was struck by bullets
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board seats and public 
questions on the ballot
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Wrestling for a cause
The 10th annual Wrestling for a Cause Breast Cancer Awareness 

fundraiser by IWA Productions was recently held at the IWA Productions 
Event Center in Mount Vernon. This year, the raised funds went to the 
mammogram department at Crossroads Community Hospital.
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ON THE BALLOT — Illinois state Sen. Darren Bailey, RIGHT, the 
Republican candidate for governor, and incumbent Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker debate during the Illinois Governor’s Debate in Normal, on 
Oct. 6. With U.S. union ranks swelling as everyone from coffee shop 
baristas to warehouse workers seeks to organize, Illinois voters will 
decide whether to amend their state constitution to guarantee the 
right to bargain collectively.Please see Union, Page 6A


