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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
North Korea fired at least six mis-
siles into the sea on Thursday, in-
cluding an intercontinental ballistic 
missile that triggered evacuation 
warnings and halted trains in north-
ern Japan, adding to a recent bar-
rage of weapons tests that has esca-
lated tensions in the region.

The ICBM test was followed by 
launches of two short-range ballis-
tic missiles in the morning, draw-
ing swift condemnation by North 
Korea’s neighbors and the United 
States, which reacted by extending 
ongoing joint air force exercises 
with South Korea.

The South Korean and Japa-
nese militaries said North Korea 
later fired three more short-range 
missiles into waters off its east-
ern coast. Those launches came an 
hour after a senior North Korean 
military official issued a statement 
threatening retaliation over the 
extension of the U.S.-South Korea 
drills. Japanese Defense Minister 
Yasukazu Hamada said the missiles 
traveled as far as 500 kilometers 
(300 miles).

On Wednesday, North Korea fired 
more than 20 missiles, the most it 
has launched in a single day.

After already setting an annual 
record with dozens of ballistic 

launches in 2022, North Korea has 
further dialed up its testing activ-
ity since late September, includ-
ing what it described as simulated 
nuclear attacks on South Korean 
and U.S. targets. It has said its tests 
are meant as a warning against the 
United States’ military drills with 
allies South Korea and Japan which 
it portrays as rehearsals for a poten-
tial invasion.

Experts say North Korea is esca-
lating brinkmanship aimed at forc-
ing the United States to accept it as 
a nuclear power and at negotiating 
economic and security concessions 
from a position of strength.

The Biden administration said 
in response to the launches that 
it is willing to take “all necessary 
measures” to ensure the safety of 
the American homeland as well 
as South Korea and Japan. It also 
warned of unspecified “additional 
costs and consequences” if North 
Korea ups the ante by detonating 
a nuclear test device for the first 
time since September 2017. U.S. and 
South Korean officials have been 
monitoring possible test prepara-
tions in North Korea for months.

On Thursday morning, South Ko-
rea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said it de-
tected that North Korea had fired 
an ICBM from an area near its cap-

ital, Pyongyang, and then two short-
range missiles an hour later from 
the nearby city of Kaechon that flew 
toward its eastern waters.

The longer-range missile ap-
peared to be fired at a high angle, 
possibly to avoid entering the terri-
tory of neighbors, reaching a max-
imum altitude of 1,920 kilometers 
(1,193 miles) and traveling around 
760 kilometers (472 miles), accord-
ing to South Korea’s military. It 
wasn’t immediately clear whether 
the launch was successful.

Japan said it lost track of one 
of the North Korean weapons, ap-
parently the ICBM, after it “disap-
peared” in skies above waters be-
tween the Korean Peninsula and 
Japan.

Choi Yong Soo, a South Korean 
navy captain who handles public 
affairs for Seoul’s Defense Ministry, 
didn’t answer directly when asked 
about the possibility of the ICBM 
launch being a failure, saying that it 
is still being analyzed.

Citing anonymous military 
sources, South Korea’s Yonhap 
news agency reported that the mis-
sile possibly failed to maintain a 
normal flight following a stage sep-
aration.

North Korea keeps up its missile barrage
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SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) is reminding deer hunters 
about locations where deer can be 
tested for chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) free of charge.

According to an IDNR press re-
lease, CWD is a fatal disease of the 
central nervous system in deer and 
elk. Since 2002 when the first deer 
was diagnosed with CWD in Illinois, 
150,970 wild deer have been sam-
pled statewide, and 1,383 individual 
deer have been found to be infected 
with CWD. The disease is predom-

inantly found in the northern third 
of Illinois.

Biologists track the distribution 
and intensity of CWD primarily 
through testing of hunter-harvested 
deer. CWD is not known to transmit 
to humans, but caution is advised. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention does not recommend 
consuming CWD positive venison 
(deer meat).

Hunters can visit participating 
vendors, including taxidermists and 
meat processors, or drop deer heads 
at self-serve drop-off sites. A list 
of locations is available online at 
https://bit.ly/ILCWDdropoff.

Locations also can be found on 
the Hunt Illinois app at https://
huntillinois.org/cwd-sampling 
or through an interactive map at 
https://bit.ly/CWDdropoffmap.
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CENTRALIA — Dr. Jerry Beguelin 
provided over 50 years of service to 
the area at SSM Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital and in private practice in 
Irvington. His family recently do-
nated a stone to honor his 50 years of 
service to St. Mary’s Hospital.

Dr. Beguelin saw patients in the 
emergency department and helped 
grow the overall operations of the 
ER from the late 1960s to the early 
2000s. The stone recognizing his 
years of service is displayed to the 
left of the ER main entrance.

Beguelin grew up on a farm near 
the Jefferson-Marion County line. 
He attended Washington University 
in St. Louis School of Medicine and 
graduated in 1962. While in school at 
Washington University, he served as 
an intern at Barnes-Jewish Hospital.

“While interning, 27 nurses and 
five doctors were diagnosed with 
Hepatitis A,” Beguelin said. He 
noted that the spread of the infec-
tion was traced back to a lady who 
had squeezed orange juice.

Beguelin spent several years in 
the St. Louis region before moving 
to this area. He said that his first job 
was in the trauma department at St. 
Louis County Hospital. While in St. 
Louis, Beguelin was able to receive 
his board certifications in family 
practice and emergency medicine.

“I was always trying to improve 
and try new areas through certifica-
tions and recertifications,” he noted.

Dr. Beguelin recalled starting a 
practice in Irvington after his move 
back to the area. His office was lo-
cated near the current location of 
Bandy’s Pharmacy on Huron Street. 
Beguelin also recalled his help in 
starting the Rural Health Clinic 
in Irvington, now known as the 
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CENTRALIA — Authorities have 
identified the woman found de-
ceased at the intersection of Nole-
man and Locust streets in Centralia 
early Thursday morning following a 
suspected hit and run accident.

The victim has been identified as 
54-year-old Tracey L. Cook, of Cen-
tralia, according to Marion County 
Coroner Troy Cannon. Cook “had 
apparently been struck by a vehicle 
and died instantly,” noted Cannon.

According to Centralia Police De-
partment Lt. Steve Whritenour, an 
officer found the victim. The officer 
determined that the individual was 
deceased, and contacted CPD inves-

tigations, the Illinois State Police 
Crime Scene Investigations team, 
the ISP Crash Reconstruction Divi-
sion and Cannon.

The subject was found at around 
1:15 a.m., according to Cannon.

Whritenour said the teams pulled 
surveillance footage from multiple 
area businesses and, after review-
ing the footage, found several leads 
to follow.

“We’re following up on some very 
promising leads,” he said.

Whritenour could not disclose 
any other information, due to the 
ongoing investigation, prior to press 
time on Thursday.

Those with information are asked 
to contact the CPD at 618-533-7602.

According to Cannon, an autopsy 
is scheduled to take place on Friday 
in Urbana as part of the investiga-
tion.

The Irvin Macz Funeral Home in 
Centralia is assisting Cook’s family 
with arrangements.

Dr. Beguelin recognized 
for 50 years of service

Authorities identify 
Centralia woman found 
deceased on Thursday
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NASHVILLE — An accident re-
ported early Tuesday morning in 
Washington County resulted in the 
death of a 28-year-old DuQuoin 
man.

Washington County Coroner 
Mark Styninger released a state-
ment on Wednesday, reporting that 
Marcus D. Young was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the accident 
on Route 127, near Mississippi 

Road, at approximately 6:45 a.m. 
Tuesday.

“Young was the restrained driver 
of a black, older model Mercury, 
which was traveling south on 
(State) Route 127 when he struck 
the trailer of a semi truck loaded 
with soybeans, which was entering 
the roadway from a private drive 
on the west side of the highway,” 
the release stated.

Styninger continued to say that 

conditions were extremely foggy, 
and it appears that neither driver 
saw the other until immediately 
before the collision. The driver of 
the semi was not injured in the ac-
cident.

Responding agencies included 
Washington County Ambulance 
Service, Nashville Fire Depart-
ment, Nashville Police Depart-
ment, Washington County Sheriff’s 
Department, Illinois State Police 

and the Washington County Coro-
ner’s Office. Precision Towing and 
Gary’s Tire Towing both assisted 
the Nashville Fire Department 
with heavy extrication at the scene.

Styninger said toxicology sam-
ples were obtained for routine 
testing, but the cause of death was 
determined to be “head injuries 
due to blunt force trauma, and the 
manner of death was determined to 
be accidental.”

DuQuoin man killed in Washington County accident

IDNR announces CWD 
sampling locations

Family donates stone 
to St. Mary’s Hospital 

honoring work in 
emergency department
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RECOGNIZED WITH STONE — The Beguelin family recently recognized 

Dr. Jerry Beguelin for his years of service at SSM Health St. Mary’s 

Hospital. Beguelin served more than 50 years in the emergency depart-

ment. Joan, LEFT, and Dr. Jerry Beguelin stand by a stone outside of the 

hospital emergency room honoring his years of service. Mrs. Beguelin 

also worked at the hospital for more than 30 years.

CWD is a fatal disease of 
the central nervous system 

in deer and elk

Accident occurred amid foggy 
conditions on Tuesday morning

Tracey L. Cook, 54, 
killed in apparent 

hit and run accident
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MISSILE TESTS CONTINUE — Japanese Defense Minister Yasukazu 

Hamada speaks to media members at the Defense Ministry in Tokyo, 

Thursday, following North Korea’s weapons tests. North Korea continued 

its barrage of weapons tests on Thursday, firing at least three missiles 
including a suspected intercontinental ballistic missile that forced the Jap-

anese government to issue evacuation alerts and temporarily halt trains.
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High 79 / Low 62

Details, 12B


