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BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — James Mar-
tin Sr. was sentenced to 30 years 
in prison Thursday in Jefferson 
County Circuit Court for sexually 
assaulting a child.

In September, Martin, 69, of Du 
Bois, pleaded guilty to one Class 
X felony charge of predatory 
criminal sexual assault of a vic-
tim under 13. In exchange for this 
guilty plea, the other two Class X 
predatory criminal sexual assault 
counts he faced were dismissed.

Martin’s plea was open, mean-
ing no sentence was agreed upon 
and a sentencing hearing was 
required. That hearing was held 
Thursday before Judge Jerry 
Crisel. The sentencing range for 
Class X felony predatory criminal 

sexual assault 
of a child is six 
to 60 years in 
prison.

After hear-
ing arguments 
and evidence 
f r o m  b o t h 
s ides ,  Judge 
C r i s e l  s e n -
tenced Martin 
to 30 years in 
prison. He will 
be required to 
serve 85% of his sentence, prose-

cutors said. Martin was also given 
credit for 210 days already served, 
according to Jefferson County 
court records.

“We would like to thank Cap-
tain Vic Koontz of the Mount Ver-
non Police Department for all 
his work in bringing Mr. James 
C. Martin Sr. to justice,” said Jef-
ferson County Assistant State’s 
Attorney Julie Kozuszek. “But 
more importantly, I want to ac-
knowledge the pain, strength, and 
endurance of the victim in this 
matter. Hopefully, the sentence 

today brings some closure to this 
heartache.”

Koontz, detective captain with 
the MVPD, also remarked Thurs-
day on Martin’s sentence.

“As far as I’m concerned, we’re 
pleased with that sentence,” 
Koontz said. “Listening to the 
victim impact statement that was 
read, I feel like he deserved what 
he got. The victim has been af-
fected for a long time and it will 
continue to affect her, I’m sure.”

Martin sentenced to 30 years for sexual assault

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — Hughey Fu-
neral Home has recently been under-
going some renovations that strive to 
update the building while continuing 
to honor the structure’s history that 
spans well over a century.

Hughey Funeral Home is in the 
process of renovating its staircase as 
President of Hughey Funeral Home 
Susan R. Hughey spoke on how they 
have added to the once residence, 
that her family and herself once re-
sided in. Ron Gomora, owner of Stair 
Artisan located in Ashley, said that 
he really enjoys when his company 
has the opportunity to work on some-
thing historic such as the Hughey 
Funeral Home staircase.

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The new 
Ashley Outlet furniture store in 
Mount Vernon hosted its grand 
opening and ribbon cutting cer-
emony Thursday, drawing a siz-
able crowd of well-wishers to the 
event.

Representatives  of  Ashley 
Outlet and its parent company, 
Bruegge & Co., were joined at 
Thursday’s ceremony by Mount 
Vernon officials, Jefferson County 
Development Corporation of-
ficials, chamber personnel, and 
many others. The Greater Jeffer-
son County Chamber of Commerce 

facilitated the ribbon cutting.
The new Ashley Outlet store is 

located in the space formerly oc-
cupied by JCPenney at the rear 
of Times Square Mall. Significant 
renovations were made to the site 
to prepare it for the new store, 
which occupies a 35,000-square-
foot facility, Sentinel archives 
state.

“The Mount Vernon community 
has been amazing to work with,” 
said Ellen Hook, CEO of Bruegge 
& Co. “We have been really ex-
cited to get this old JCPenney 
looking brand new again. We put 
new windows in, we got the dock 
built out in the back so we can de-
liver furniture out of the back of 
this building which is going to be 
great for our customers to be able 
to get furniture fast. And it’s the 
largest selection of Ashley in this 
general area, 90-mile area. We’re 
just really happy to have a team 
of people we’ve been able to hire 

that has been very hard working 
and we’re very proud of them.”

Hook said Bruegge & Co. is cel-
ebrating its 150th year this year, 
as the company dates back to 1872. 
She also said the Mount Vernon 
Ashley store is the company’s very 
first standalone Ashley Outlet, its 
first mall location, its first Ashley 
store located outside central Il-
linois, its first store to open this 
year, and its first store to deliver 
out of the back of the store.

“We’re proud to be opening a 
store after COVID,” Hook said. “I 
know there was a lot of turmoil 
with supply chain. All of that has 
settled now, so it’s a great time 
to be opening a new store. We’re 
very happy about that.”

Mike Bruegge, the owner of 
Bruegge & Co., discussed the ben-
efits to customers of having an 
Ashley Outlet store.

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon City Schools District 80 
Board of Education Finance Com-
mittee held a special meeting on 
Wednesday to hear the fiscal year 
2022 audit report.

Krehbiel & Associates located in 
Mount Vernon conducted this year’s 
audit report. District 80 Superinten-
dent Ryan Swan discussed what the 
committee learned during the report.

“I am pleased to announce that 
the audit put us in a good overall 
standing,” Swan said.

Ashley Outlet holds 
grand opening event

District 80 
hears audit 

report

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — SSM Health 
Good Samaritan Hospital announced 
this week it is now offering transpor-
tation services with South Central 
Illinois Mass Transit District (SCT) 
for its patients.

According to an SSM Health news 
release, the patient transportation 
service will be used to safely escort 
patients to and from Good Samaritan 
Hospital who do not have any other 
means of transportation. Whether 
patients are going home after a stay 
in the hospital or getting to an ap-
pointment, this transportation part-
nership will provide this service, the 
release states.

“It is the mission of SSM Health to 
not only provide safe and high-qual-
ity care to our patients but also to 

remove any barriers to access,” 
said Jeremy Bradford, president of 
SSM Health Good Samaritan Hos-
pital. “Through our transportation 

SSM Health now offers 
patient transportation

Hughey Funeral 
Home upgrades while 

honoring history

RIBBON CUTTING

REGIONAL 
GAS PRICESGAS PRICES

 CARLYLE .......................................$3.85
 CENTRALIA ...................................$4.02
 GREENVILLE ..................................$3.89
 MT. VERNON .................................$3.89
 NASHVILLE ...................................$3.95
 SALEM .........................................$3.95
 VANDALIA .....................................$4.09

Prices were chosen 
as the cheapest rates 

from GasBuddy 
Friday morning

Prices in 
US Dollars

Furniture store is located 
in the space formerly 

occupied by JCPenney
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the new ashley outlet store in mount vernon held its ribbon cutting and grand opening ceremony on thursday. 
the store is located in the old JCPenney site at the rear of times Square mall.

The once residence 
now funeral home is 
nearly 150 years old

Sentinel Photo/JOSH JONES 

reStorING LoCaL HIStory — Workers with Stair artisan located in 
ashley began the process in early october to restore the original stair-
case at Hughey Funeral Home in mount vernon.

Sentinel Photo/JOSH JONES 

a rICH HIStory — While the ex-
act date of the residence that is now 
Hughey Funeral Home was built is un-
known, one day while cleaning Presi-
dent of Hughey Funeral Home Susan 
Hughey discovered a name-tag with 
the name “Lyndon b. Smith” written 
on it with a date of 1880.

Defendant had pleaded 
guilty to sexually 
assaulting a child

James Martin Sr.

Hospital seeks to continue 
improving access to healthcare

District in good 
financial standing
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audIt rePort — the mount vernon City Schools district 80 board 
of education Finance Committee held a special meeting on Wednesday 
to hear the fiscal year 2022 audit report.
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