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BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Mount 
Vernon City Council Monday will 
take a first look at this year’s pro-
posed property tax levy which 
is at roughly the same amount it 
was the prior year.

Mayor John Lewis said the city 
has the option of raising the levy 

4.99% without being required to 
have a Truth in Taxation hearing. 
However, city officials are recom-
mending that the council freeze 
the levy at last year’s amount so 
as not to put additional financial 
stress on local taxpayers, Lewis 
said.

“It’s always a hardship for tax-
payers and everything else is 
just skyrocketing because of in-
flation,” Lewis said. “Food, gas, 
rent, home prices, it’s really go-
ing up right now. We’re going to 
not raise the levy.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  C i t y  M a n -

ager Mary Ellen Bechtel, last 
year’s levy amount ended up 
at $2,954,885.  This year,  offi-
cials are proposing a 2021 prop-
erty tax levy, payable in 2022, 
of $2,954,900. Finance Director 
Steve Tate rounded off the levy 
amounts, Bechtel said.

“So there is no increase in the 
levy from last year to this year,” 
Bechtel said.

The City Council Monday will 
also hear an update on this 
year’s annual firefighter and 
police pension obligations. The 
firefighter pension obligation 

went up by $36,997 and the po-
lice pension obligation increased 
by $6,276. The additional money 
needed to cover the pension 
obligations will come from the 
city’s quarter percent sales tax 
that was created specifically for 
the city’s pension contribution 
deficit. This year, it’s estimated 
that $611,334 will come out of the 
sales tax to cover pension obliga-
tions.

“ T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  a m o u n t s 
needed for the pension obliga-
tions will come from the 0.25% 
sales tax that was implemented 

j u s t  f o r  p e n s i o n s , ”  B e c h t e l 
said. “That amount this year is 
$611,334.”

The pension increase for fire-
fighters and police was the low-
est the city has seen for several 
years, Bechtel said.

“It was a very good year in the 
markets on April 31, 2021,” Bech-
tel said, referring to the date that 
was used by the state to calculate 
pension obligations.

Lewis said not raising the tax 
levy will put pressure on the city’s 

City eyes this year’s tax levy

BY JOSH JONES 
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

Every county in the Sentinel’s cover-
age area saw a decrease in its monthly 
unemployment rate for September.

The unemployment rate decreased 
over-the-year in all 14 Illinois metro-
politan areas in September for the 
sixth consecutive month, according to 
preliminary data released Thursday 
by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) and the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security (IDES).

“While today’s data shows us how 
much has improved across the state 
over the last year, we know there is 
still room for further recovery and 
to get people back to the workforce,” 
stated Deputy Gov. Andy Manar in a 
press release. “The Pritzker adminis-
tration and IDES are committed to en-
hancing this recovery period by work-
ing with employers and dislocated 
workers to assist them in their search 
for jobseekers and career opportuni-
ties.”

Marion County’s unemployment 
rate decreased from 6.6% in August to 
5.5% in September. In September 2020, 
unemployment was at 7.1%.

Jefferson County’s unemployment 
rate decreased from 6.9% in August to 
5.5% in September. In September 2020, 
unemployment was at 7.5%.

Clinton County’s unemployment 
rate decreased from 3.9% in August to 
2.9% in September. In September 2020, 
unemployment was at 4.4%.

Fayette County’s unemployment 
rate decreased from 5.4% in August to 
4.2% in September. In September 2020, 
unemployment was at 6.2%.

Washington County’s unemployment 
rate decreased from 3% in August to 
2.9% in September. In September 2020, 
unemployment was at 3.3%.

Wayne County’s unemployment rate 
decreased from 5.7% in August to 4.5% 
in September. In September 2020, un-
employment was at 6.1%.

In the Southern Illinois region, total 
non-farm employment increased by 
375 compared to September 2020. Em-
ployment gains were posted in govern-
ment (250), leisure and hospitality (75), 
educational and health services (50), 
trade, transportation, and utilities (50), 
information (25), and professional and 
business services (25).

September payrolls declined in 
other services (25), manufacturing (25), 
and natural resources and mining (25). 
No change was reported in construc-
tion or financial activities employ-
ment.

Illinois saw its unemployment rate 
drop from 6.8% in August to 5.5% in 
September. In September 2020, unem-
ployment was at 10.1%.

The U.S. unemployment rate 
dropped from 5.3% in August to 4.6% in 
September. In September 2020, unem-
ployment was at 7.7%.

jjones@morningsentinel.com

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

EDITOR’S NOTE — This is part of 
a continuing series by the Sentinel on 
veterans from Jefferson County. If you 
know of a veteran that you would like 
to see an article about, please call the 
Sentinel at (618) 246-2000.

MOUNT VERNON — Clarie John-
son of Mount Vernon said he very 
much enjoyed serving in the U.S. 
Army, especially the time he spent 
in Okinawa, Japan, as a driver and 
mechanic.

“I liked it over there,” John-
son said of Okinawa. “I liked the 
weather, it didn’t get cold over 
there. I told them I would stay in the 

Army for 20 years if I could stay on 
the island but they wouldn’t let me 
do it.”

Johnson said he would definitely 
recommend military service to 
young people just starting out in 
life.

“I think it would be good for 
young people to join the Army or 
some kind of national service,” 
Johnson said. “It teaches them re-
sponsibility and discipline. A lot of 
kids don’t have that.”

Johnson says Army 
was positive experience

Unemployment rate 
decreases in area counties
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thomas twiggs of Mount Vernon, ceNter, and raylan Moore of Mount Vernon, ceNter rIGHt, stopped by the 
trunk or treat celebration Friday hosted by Nature trail Health and rehab center in Mount Vernon. twiggs dressed 
in a demogorgon costume and Moore dressed as Spider Man. beLOW, Lori bumpus, rIGHt, director of business 
development for Nature trail Health and rehab center, gets a picture of Jaycob riley of bluford Friday during a 
Trunk or Treat event held in the Nature Trail parking lot. Jaycob decided to dress as a police officer for the event.

NATURE TRAIL HOSTS TRUNK OR TREAT

Mayor says city will likely 
freeze levy at same amount

Local man served in the 
Army during the Vietnam era

State, country 
also see decrease 

SENTINEL STAFF REPORT

MOUNT VERNON — The Illi-
nois State Police (ISP) Division of 
Criminal Investigation (DCI) Zone 
7 announced Friday the release of 
video showing the officer involved 
shooting that took place on Tues-
day, Oct. 26, at the Jefferson County 
Courthouse.

At around 1 p.m. Tuesday, a Jef-
ferson County Sheriff’s Office 

correctional officer was transport-
ing Fredrick Goss, a 55-year-old 
male inmate, to the courtroom for 
a jury trial. While in the sally port, 
Goss was un-handcuffed by the offi-
cer since Goss was not to appear be-
fore the jury in restraints. After the 
handcuffs were removed, Goss was 
transferred from the transport vehi-
cle into a wheelchair. While in the 
wheelchair, Goss allegedly grabbed 
the correctional officer’s sidearm 
and after a struggle, disarmed the 
correctional officer, an ISP news 
release states.

State police release video of 
officer involved shooting

Investigation is 
still underway

Submitted Photo

Christmas for Cops donation made
Peoples National bank recently donated $150 to the christmas For cops (cFc) organization to help provide christ-

mas fruit baskets for police officers in Jefferson County. Pictured, FROM LEFT, are Brandon Bullard and David Keen 
with cFc, Jim Flagg of Peoples National bank, and cFc board Members Mike bullard and rhonda Wooden.
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