
GREASED LIGHTNIN’

Drama Dogs bring popular 
classic, ‘Grease,’ to the stage 
last weekend.
SEE PAGE A7

ELITE 8

Soccer Dogs move on to 
the Elite 8 round after last 
week’s Sweet 16 win.
SEE PAGE B1
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EVENT OF THE WEEK

VOTERCADE

Morgan County holds a 
“Votercade” on Saturday, 
May 8, in conjunction 
with other demonstra-
tions around the coun-
try supporting the Vot-
ing Rights Act in honor 
of National John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advance-
ment Action Day. Par-
ticipants will gather at 
2 p.m. at the former 
school on Pearl Street 
and will set out through 
the historic Canaan Dis-
trict at 3 p.m.
SEE PAGE A3
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By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

It’s taken 20 years, but 
Morgan County has finally 
made back its investment 
into Stanton Springs In-
dustrial Park. The Morgan 
County Board of Commis-
sioners was presented with 
a $1 million-plus check by 
the Joint Develop Author-
ity (JDA), the four-coun-
ty board tasked with over-
seeing the development of 
Stanton Springs Industri-
al Park, during Tuesday’s 

regular meeting.
“This makes Morgan Coun-

ty whole in its investment,” 
said Shane Short, director 
of economic development 
for Walton County.

The $1,042,500 check is 
Morgan County’s 15-per-
cent share of the JDA’s re-
cent land sale to a mystery 
multi-billion dollar company 
using the pseudonym “Bay-
mare LLC.” However, the 
company’s true identity has 
been widely reported to be 

Morgan in the money

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan County may be ready to put its money 
where its mouth is on broadband, mulling over 
the prospect of fronting $600,000 to expand 
broadband access in the southern region of 
the county by the end of 2022 instead of wait-
ing until 2025.

“It’s coming sooner or later, and we have the 
chance to make it sooner,” said County Manager 
Adam Mestres to the Morgan County Board of 
Commissioners (BOC) Tuesday morning dur-
ing the monthly regular meeting.

Mestres said that if the county will invest 
$600,000 with Central Georgia EMC, the com-
pany will move up its timeline of bringing broad-
band access to 1,700 houses in Morgan County.

“If we don’t, they will still bring broadband to 
Morgan, but it won’t be until 2025,” explained 
Mestres. “Central Georgia EMC’s proposals 
would expedite broadband access in Morgan 
County for a little over 1,700 rooftops. It would 
be a pretty sizable project.

Central Georgia EMC’s service areas only 

County looks to speed up broadband to 2022

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

“The alarm bells are sounding,” said 
a solemn David Nunn, Madison’s City 
Manager, to the mayor and city coun-
cil at last Friday’s budget proposal. 
“I take every request to move taxes 
up even by one dollar very seriously, 
but it would be irresponsible of your 
staff not to tell you what we are see-
ing and bring it before you and make 
a recommendation.”

That recommendation from city 
staff is for the Madison Mayor and 
City Council to forgo adopting the 
rollback millage rate and instead, 
increase the millage rate to generate 
more revenue in order to counteract 
a growing shortfall in the city’s bud-
get due to both temporary and per-
manent expenditure increases.

Karen Stapp, the city’s chief finance 
officer, presented the proposed Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2022 budget, coming in at 
a whopping $18.9 million, a $2.1 mil-
lion increase from the current fiscal 
year’s budget.

According to Stapp, the city has 
a current deficit of more than half 
a million dollars, and that deficit is 
on a trajectory to swell to $710,000 
under the FY 2022 budget if the city 
does not raise property taxes.

“This year’s deficit of $528,000 
definitely raised my eyebrows,” said 
Stapp. “And now it is truly concerning 
that we are seeing it grow to $710,000 
next year.”

According to Stapp, despite some 
revenue increases from funding sourc-
es such as SPLOST, TSPLOST, it is 
not enough to cover the increase in 
expenditures.

“There have been permanent in-
creases in the general fund. General 
Fund Revenues have increased by 
$200,000, but even though revenues 
have increased, expenditures have 
increased even more, by $392,000,” 
said Stapp as an example.

Some of the expenditures include 
ongoing renovations to Madison’s City 
Hall, the gas main expansion into Bost-
wick, and police vehicle purchases.

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

Her dad John, says Katelin Ben-
koski, has one suit.

John, a second generation dairy 
farmer from Morgan County, wore 
it well, as he and the rest of his 
family represented Madison dur-
ing a taping of the Family Feud 
game show.

“We bought him a cow tie, though,’’ 
says Katelin.

The family’s performance is set 
to air on Tuesday, May 11, at ei-
ther the 7 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. time 
slot on WUPA Atlanta.

John, his wife Julie, who is a 
chemistry teacher at Greene County 
High School, and daughters Kate-
lin, 27, Alissa, 21, and Leah, 18, all 
went to the Tyler Perry studios in 
Atlanta on Sept. 25 for a full day 
of taping the show.

Katelin, a 2012 MCHS graduate, 
said last summer she saw an ad on 
social media requesting applicants 
for the popular game show. “I de-
cided I’m going to put my name 

in. Nothing will happen,” she says.
“And then they called.”
The first step was a Zoom inter-

view where the entire Benkoski 
clan sat in front of a computer at 
their Bostwick Highway residence. 
Katelin says the family all “wore 
our dairy T-shirts” which promote 
the Big Sandy Creek Dairy that 
was founded by John Sr., and his 
wife, Theresa, more than 30 years 
ago. On the back of the T-shirt is 
a Holstein with a party hat. “Big 

Sandy Creek Dairy,” the T-shirt 
reads, “You’re guaranteed to have 
an udderly great time.”

As part of the application, Katelin 
says, the family submitted a video 
of the girls holding a faux Olym-
pics-style competition. The event 
was “The Hutch Race” where the 
girls ran with dairy calf hutches 
to a finish line. It worked. Kate-
lin says producers told the family, 

‘SURVEy SAyS?’
Local family featured on popular  
game show, airing on May 11

‘Alarm bells 
are sounding’

Contributed photo

Find out how the Benkoski family, of Big Sandy Creek Dairy in Morgan County, fares on Family Feud on 
Tuesday, May 11.

City of Madison mulls 
raising property taxes

County gets $1M from Stanton Springs 
investment; JDA closes $37M land sale 
to Facebook, buys 600 acres to develop

JDA presents Morgan 
County officials with a 
$1,042,500 check, the 
county’s 15-percent share 
of the profits from a $37 
million land sale in Stanton 
Springs. County Commis-
sioner Chairman Philipp 
von Hanstein holds the 
check with Shane Short, 
executive director of the 
Development Authority of 
Walton County. Commis-
sioner Andy Ainslie, Serra 
P. Hall, vice president of 
project development with 
the Newton County 
Industrial Development 
Authority, and the Madison-
Morgan Chamber of 
Commerce President Bob 
Hughes stand alongside in 
celebration. 

♦
Patrick Yost

See SPEED, A8

See TAXES, A5

See MONEY, A5

See FAMILY, A5


