
BUSINESS IS BLOOMIN’

The MCHS FFA held its 
annual plant sale last week, 
selling more than 6,000 
plants and raising money 
for its program. SEE PAGE A10

SOCCER SHUTOUTS

The MCHS Lady Dogs shut 
out Harlem in two matches 
while the Bulldogs took a 
6-1 win on the pitch last 
week. SEE PAGE B1

Citizen
Morgan

COUNTY

THEMADISONIAN ServingMorgan County since 1846.

ApRIL 1, 2021 | VOL. 25, NO. 13 | $1 BEST WEEKLY  GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION Better Newspaper Contest WWW.MORGANCOUNTYCITIZEN.COM

$1

Follow us online for 
breaking news and 

more!

WWW.
MORGANCOUNTYCITIZEN.

COM

MORGAN COUNTY CITIZEN

@MORGANCITIZEN

EVENT OF THE WEEK

GOOD FRIDAY

Special Easter Services 
will be held at churches 
throughout the region, 
including Madison 
First United Methodist, 
Lake Oconee Church, 
Madison Baptist and 
more. A special service 
led by Congressman 
Jody Hice will be held 
at the Morgan County 
Courthouse at noon.
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A 12-hour crime spree that included 
three attempted robberies ended in the 
Ollie’s parking lot when officers of the 
Madison Police Department and inves-

tigators with the Morgan 
County Sheriff’s Office 
detained a 27-year-old 
suspect.

Demarcus Treyvone 
Peek, Madison, was ar-
rested and charged with 
three counts of armed 
robbery after city offi-
cers Investigator Andre 
Johnson, Corp. Chuck 
Elder, Corp. Stacey Ea-

ton and Morgan County Sheriff’s Office 
investigators Chase Young and Joseph 

Man arrested 
after brief 
crime spree

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News editor

Morgan Medical Center (MMC) has received 
1,000 doses of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine, 
and has announced dates for the hospital’s new 
drive-thru clinic for people to be vaccinated.

The first drive-thru clinic will be held at the 
old Morgan Memorial Hospital property, lo-
cated at 1077 South Main Street in Madison on 

Wednesday, March 31. The second drive-thru 
clinic will be held on Wednesday, April 14. Both 
drive-thru clinic days require appointments 
and drive-ups will not be accepted. Individuals 
must register online and then be contacted to 
schedule an appointment beforehand. Individ-
uals wishing to register for the clinic may visit 
www.morganmedical.org/vaccine.

Morgan Medical Center receives 1,000 vaccines

By Tia Lynn Ivey 
News editor

Nearing the end of her second term 
as a Madison City Councilwoman, 
Chris Hodges has announced she will 
not seek reelection to keep her seat.

“I think it’s time for new blood, a 
new perspective and new energy,” 
said Hodges, who was first elected 
to the Madison City Council District 
5 seat in 2013. “I have accomplished 
what I wanted to, not everything, but 
I am happy with my two terms on the 
council.”

Qualifying for the city council race 
doesn’t begin until August, but Hodges 
decided to make the announcement 
now, keeping future candidates in mind.

By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

When Morgan County High School wrestling 
coach Marcus Crowe decided he wanted to expand 
women’s participation in the school program, he 
had a standard line he used. “You look mean,” he 
would tell a prospect. “You look aggressive.”

Reba Hall, 17, took the bait.
On Monday, Coach Crowe beamed as Hall, with 

her mother and younger sister and brother, sat 
at a table at the Morgan County High School li-
brary, surrounded by male wrestling teammates, 
and signed a scholarship to wrestle for the Uni-
versity of St. Mary Spires wrestling team in Leav-
enworth, Kansas.

“She’s one of only two that bit,” Crowe said.
Hall, a two-year wrestler for the Morgan County 

Bulldogs, reached the state sectionals her junior 
year before a shoulder injury sidelined her for her 
senior year. She is the first and only woman to sign 
a wrestling scholarship from Morgan County and, 
said Morgan County High School Athletic Direc-
tor, the moment Monday was historic. “It’s a testa-
ment to Reba. She’s a pioneer,” Connelly said at the 
signing. “Being one of the first girls to wrestle and 
receive a scholarship on top of that… she’s paving 
the way for other girls down the line.”

The scholarship with the NAIA school is also 
transformative for Hall. “I wasn’t planning on go-
ing to college,” Hall said. “I was going to go straight 
into the workforce and become an EMT.”

“I told Coach Crowe I wasn’t going to college un-
less I get a scholarship.”

And despite a senior season plagued with injury, 
Hall still received an offer from the University of 
St. Mary. In the fall she’ll travel halfway across the 
country, leave her mother Christine, sister Anslee 
and brother Ace behind and become a Spire. Hall 
predicts the college program will drop her down 
to the 109-pound weight class. Coach Crowe isn’t 
worried what they throw at the diminutive Hall. 

Reba Hall is first female wrestler at 
MCHS to earn a spot on college team

Hodges 
won’t seek 
reelection

Patrick Yost

Reba Hall is the first and only woman from Morgan 
County to sign a wrestling scholarship.

All Georgians over 16 now eligible for COVID-19 shots

Leslie Reeves

Morgan Medical Center will hold a second drive-
thru COVID-19 vaccination clinic on April 14 at the 
hospital’s former location on South Main Street.
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Chris Hodges, city councilwoman for 
Madison’s Fifth District, has announced 
she will not seek reelection for the seat.

Police: Suspect attempted 
3 robberies in 12 hours

Demarcus 
Treyvone 

Peek

Tia Lynn Ivey

Faye Griffin, 5, and Sincherus Brady-Bey, 3, take advantage of a beautiful spring day to play at Hill Park 
on S. Main Street on Monday. Madison’s historic streets and idyllic country roads are blooming with 
color, welcoming the new season. This weekend, Easter celebrations abound as citizens look forward 
to gathering once again and getting back into full swing.

Swinging into Spring
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