
CHEER THEM ON

The Morgan County High 
School Cheer Dogs will head 
to the State Competition in 
Macon this Friday.
SEE PAGE B1

CELEBRATING  

150 YEARS

Rutledge marked its 150th 
anniversary Sunday with an 
old-fashioned celebration in 
the city’s town park.
SEE PAGE B9
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EvENT OF THE WEEK

CHRISTMAS IN 
THE COUNTRY

Rutledge is  
ringing in the  
holiday season 
with its annual 
Christmas in the 
Country celebration 
this Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SEE PAGE B8
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By Patrick Yost
Staff Writer

A second man, police said Mon-
day, was shot in the hand during 
an altercation at the Orchard Grove 
apartment complex on Sunday, 
Nov. 7, that resulted in the death 
of a Greene County man.

According to Det. Wes Thomp-
son, Madison Police Department, 
officers learned late on the night of 
the shooting that Cadarious Wright, 

20, of Madison, was treated for a 
rifle shot to the hand at Piedmont 
Walton Hospital after multiple shots 
erupted at Orchard Grove around 
6:10 p.m.

Thompson said on Friday, Nov. 
12, Justin Nesbitt, 32, of Madison, 
was interviewed at the Madison Po-
lice Department and following the 
interview was arrested and charged 
with aggravated assault in the shoot-
ing of Wright.

Thompson said investigators believe 

two factions were in dispute in the 
parking lot of the apartment com-
plex located behind Ingles when 
Stacy Mitchell, 54, of Woodville, was 
shot several times by a 10mm pistol.

Thompson said the shooting may 
have stemmed from an earlier argu-
ment at the complex. “We believe it 
is from an earlier fight from a month 
and a half ago,” he said.

He also said authorities believe 
it was Nesbitt that drove Mitch-
ell to Morgan Medical Center for 

treatment following 
the shooting. At the 
time, authorities were 
seeking the driver of 
a silver vehicle that 
drove to the hospital, 
left Mitchell with medi-
cal personnel and left, 
Thompson said.

Thompson said shell 
casings from a rifle and a 10mm pis-
tol were found in the parking lot. 
The detective said Madison Police 

Second man shot in Orchard Grove incident

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Morgan Medical Center (MMC) 
hospital employees will now be re-
quired to fully vaccinate against 
COVID-19 or be subject to ter-
mination.

According to MMC officials, the 
hospital will abide by federal man-
dates for healthcare workers to be 
fully vaccinated by the beginning of 
2022. The federal mandate requires 
that all hospital employees must be 
vaccinated or have approved exemp-
tions by Jan. 4, 2022.

“Morgan Medical Center takes 
the federal vaccine requirement for 
health care workers very seriously,” 
said Ralph Castillo, CEO of MMC. 
“We intend to fully comply, and our 
leadership team is currently outlin-
ing a plan to do so well in advance of 
the national deadline. Many of our 
hospital employees received their 
COVID-19 vaccine earlier this year 
when it was first made available to 
healthcare providers, and we appre-
ciate the crucial step these individu-
als have taken to protect their health 
and the health of our patients.”

According to MMC, about 75 
percent of the hospital’s employ-
ees are already fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19. The remaining 
25 percent will either have to com-
ply with the vaccination mandate, 
apply for an approved exemption, 
or face termination.

“MMC has established a policy 
and outlined a process that will allow 
us to meet this mandate. By Jan. 4, 
2022, all staff, unless an exemption 
has been granted, must be fully vac-
cinated,” said Megan Morris, direc-
tor of public affairs and community 
relations for MMC. “All staff that 
fail to comply with our policy and 
the CMS (Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services) regulations will 
be subject to termination.”

MMC believes the best way to 

By Tia Lynn Ivey
News Editor

Could Rutledge be the site for 
Stanton Springs’ next massive ex-
pansion? The “Small, But Special” 
community may soon have a mul-
tibillion dollar electric car plant on 
its doorstep.

Rivian Automotive, a new elec-
tric car manufacturer worth $100 
billion, is rumored to be bringing 
its second manufacturing plant to 
Georgia, possibly building in Mor-
gan County under the auspices of 
the Joint Development Authority 
(JDA), the four-county board tasked 
with overseeing the development of 
Stanton Springs Industrial Park.

Shane Short, lead developer for 
the JDA said it was too early to 
comment. “We may or may not an-
nounce a project,” he said. “There 

is no final deal at the moment.”
Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp is ex-

pected to announce the specific site 
of the Rivian Automotive develop-
ment this week, according to peo-
ple familiar with the potential deal.

In the meantime, Rutledge resi-
dents are abuzz about the suspected 
Stanton Springs expansion inching 
toward the “Small, But Special” com-
munity as several Rutledge property 
owners are allegedly selling off large 

chunks of land off of I-20, acreage 
Rivian Automotive is reportedly 
eyeing for development.

“It’s the worst kept secret in Rut-
ledge,” said Mayor Bruce Altznau-
er, who has been fielding calls from 
concerned Rutledge residents and 
is set to meet with JDA members 
Andy Ainslie and Bob Hughes to 
discuss the new development at a 

ELECTRIC CAR PLANT 

ON THE HORIZON?
Rivian Automotive 
rumored to build  
multibillion dollar 
manufacturing 

site near Rutledge

Hospital 
requiring 
employee 
vaccines

Rivian focuses on the production of electric trucks and SUVs.

Contributed photo

Rivian’s first manufacturing campus in Normal, Illinois.

Man arrested for aggravated assault after 20-year-old shot in hand

Justin 

Nesbitt
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